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OF 

GENERAL DUMOVRIEZ. 



BOOK III. 

C H A P. I. 
PiSlure of France. . 

jTh e tertns gwerwHent and conftitution have 
always been confounded in France. The 
monarchy fabfifted during the fpace of 
1400 years, and as the government was def- 
>titute of atty fixed and certain bafis, it necefla- 
rily experienced an infinite number of (hocks 
and variations. Nothing fhort of a confti- 
tution could regulate its progrefs, by placing 
it on a ftable foundation. 

Without going further back than the 

time of Louis XIII> it may be fairly averted 

Vol. IL B that 
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that the kings of France have Always fup- 
ported their authority in an arbitrary man- 
• ner. Louis XIII, or rather his prime minif- 
ter, the cardinal de Richlieu, governed by 
terrour ; Louis XIV by dignity. Louis XV> 
after a brilliant reign until 1748, dwindled 
into contempt. From that 'moment thefe 
two fupports of the French monarchy^ 
terrour and dignity^ were no longer within 
the grafp of its admini(lration« 

The reign of the duke de Choifcul was 
more brilliant than folid ; his credit fell 
proftrate before that of a vile * courtezan. 
The monarch no longer poifefTed dignity^ the 
minifter could no more infpire terrour^ and 
the goverinnent experienced a rapid degra- 
dation. 

The fhort reign of the. duke d'Aiguillon 
was only <li(lingui{hed by the gloomy defirc 
of imitating his grand uncle; but polTefiing 
neither his vigour nor his genius, and being 
defpifed even by a defpicable nionarch, he 
had ftill more enfeebled the abfolute au- 
thority of the prince by the efforts made by 

* Madame Dubarry.—7rtf»/; 

him 
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him to fuftain it, becaqfe tfaofe efforts con- 
fifted iblely in intrigues. It was necefiary 
in France, if the king wiihed to be tnafter, 
that he (hould either reign himfelf, or permit 
fomebody to reign in his place. Louis XV 
neither did the one nor the other. 

Another caufe of the {lability or deftruc* 
tion of all governments, coniifts in the ftate 
of the finances. The wars of Louis XIV, 
and thde of Louis XV, but ilill more the 
enormous depredations which were com- 
mitted, jannihilated the grand principle on 
which the ftrength of kings and the tran* 
quillity of nations is founded. 

Plutarch faid many years ago, *' No- 
thing is more likely to produce dijforders in 
a flate, than to render the public revenue 
the prey of favour, rather than the recom- 
penfe of fervices.*' 

In this point of view, the abufes that had 
taken j^lace were carried to extremes. The 
adminiftration of the finances had become 
a kind of Pharaoh table. Every con- 
troller-general brought along with him his 
bank, that is to fay, his proje£ts for fuck- 
ing the blood of the people. The moment 

B 2 he 
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he broke another was ready to fupply his 
place. The courtiers fpOTted with minif- 
ters; they made or unmade them, juft as it 
was likely to enfure their plunder ; and they 
themfelves defpifed a government which 
they cbuld difturb at their pleafure, by the 
placing or difplacing of their own puppets. 

No conftitutional body exifted which 
could bridle thefc dilapidations. The par- 
liaments indeed affefted the fuperintendance 
of them ; but they were either bought over, 
or their vain remonftrances were ridiculed; 
and when they gave any degree of trouble 
to Louis XV, he was accuftomed by means 
of his chancellor Maupeou to dilFolve them, 
and create new judicial magiftrates, under 
the name of fuperiour councils. 

The nobility did not form a body. The . 
clergy conftituted a feparatc republic, from 
v/hich free gifts were exafted. Some pro- 
vinces enjoyed ftates^ but the moment they 
prefumed to employ juft remonftrances, they 
were treated as rebels. The people were 
toniidered as nolliing. Public evils were 
at their fuU height. For the laft twenty 
years a general bankruptcy had been an- 
nounced. 
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nounced. The abbe Terry, the moft 
wicked and the moft able of thi controllers- 
general of that reign, had the impudent 
honefty to afTert that it was indifpenfable. 
Louis XV dared not to attempt it. Plunged 
into an abyfs of apathy and debauchery, he 
deemed himfelf extremely happy in putting 
off the evil hour by heaping debts upon 
debts, without caring what might become 
of his fucceflbr. 

A death worthy his debauchery, at length 
difembarrafTed France of him, and placed 
his grandfon, the unfortunate Louis XVI, a 
prince deferving of a better fate, on the 
throne. Never did a monarch commence 
his career with purer intentions, or was 
worfc feconded, more betrayed, or more 
thwarted. The moral virtues, goodnefs, 
juftice, economy, moderation, and the moft 
precious of all, a diftruft of his own inex- 
perience, and the mediocrity of his talents : 
thefe qualifications pierced through the de- 
ficiencies of a very negligent education, and 
even of a very clownifti perfon. 

The firft ftep taken by him, with an in- 
tention truly praifeworthy, was to fummon 
B 3 to 
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to his affiftancc an old man of eighty, 
formerly poffeffed of great talents, and an 
able miniftcr, whom twenty years of exile 
.ought to have cured of the vices of a 
cdurt. This miferable man has proved the 
deftruftion of his mafter, who had feledl- 
ed him for his Mentor; he now proved as 
much attached to frivolity and buffoonery, 
as he had been during his youth ; he fur- 
rounded him with a frivolous court; led 
aftray a young queen, wlio poffeffed a great 
character, and to whofe way of thinking he 
might have given a better direftion ; feduced 
the king's brothers by his complaifance for 
their prodigality, and completed the fcheme 
of ruining France, and of rendering its gor 
vernment defpicable. 

This is the man who opened the fatal 
box, whence all the calamities and crimes of 
Frenchmen have iffued. Unhappy Louis, 
unfortunate queen, it was Maurepas who 
was the original caufe. of your martyrdom ! 
If he had poffeffed a heart, if he had been 
penetrated with the extent of the duties 
which the confidence of a young monarch 
impofed upon him, you would have ftill 

furvivcd ; 
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furvived ; and if Prance had not poffeiTed a 
conftitution, at leaft its government would 
have refumed its dignity, and the people 
would have blefled the Mentor of a good 
king J 

His death would have been a public be- 
nefit, if sn this feeble and corrupted court 
there had been one worthy man, whom 
Louis XVI could have oppofed to the tor- 
rent of depravity and weaknefs, which then 
ihooky and was ibon about to overturn his 
throne. Thirty-eight minifters, who in the 
ipace of fourteen years traverfed the totter- 
•ing edifice of the monarchy, gave a finiih« 
ing blow to its foundations. Necker had 
the courage to expofe himfelf to the prc- 
mierfhip. He pofiefied honefl intentions, 
and fome talents : but he was a foreigner, 
utterly unacquainted with France ; it would 
have been necelTary for hini either to have . 
been a prince of the blood, or one of the 
moft noble cqfti in the kingdom, in order to 
have combated, with fuccefs, perfonal inte- 
reft, infolence, knavery, avarice, and all the 
paffions which erected an impenetrable bar- 
rier between him and his mailer. The two 
6 4 . grand 
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grand fupports of govemm:cnt, terrour and 
dignity, were alfo wanting. Although below 
the univerfal enthuiiafm he infpired, he was 
yet above the general contempt with which 
he was covered during the laft moments of 
his miniftry, 

Louis XVI during his whole reign was 
the fport of thofe very perfons whom he 
moft loved. Not being able to inculcate 
real vices, they contrived to infpire him 
with faftitious ones^ fuch as anger and the 
love of wine. But they employed a dill 
more terrible weapon to difgrace him: this 
was ridicule. To this may be added the 
blunders and the follies committed by the 
higher ranks of the court, the procefs about 
the necklace *, and a variety of ifcandalous 
anecdotes ; in (hort, the black cloud of fcorn 
was colleding over the royal heads. The 
ftorm af length burft, and then there was 
not a fingle man to be found in that court 
who had the courage to facrifice himfelf to 

^ The author here alludes to the fiimous ftory of the 
diamond necklace, in which the queen^ cardinal de Ro* 
han, and a female adventurer called the countefs de la 
Motte, were implicated. — Tranf. % 

fave 
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iave this good prince. All fled, abandoned 
him, and carried into a foreign land their 
complaints and their rage, and thus in- 
creafed that tempeft to which they per* 
xnitted him to expofe himfelf, alone and 
unattended. 

Lrouis was dcftitute of forethought. The 
purity of his own mind made him feek out 
remedies for the calamities of his fubjefts. 
After having abolifhed ftatute labour * and 
the torture ; after having endeavoured to at* 
. tain a great naval force by the conftruftion 
pf a fea-pprt ; after having eftabliflied eco- 
nomy, as far as in him lay, by great changes 
in his domeftic and military houfehold, he 
thought to complete all by convoking the 
nation, not, like his predeceffors, to deceive 
and opprefs, but to confult with it, like the 
good father of a family, relative to the 
wounds of the (late. The nation had al- 
ready anticipated him by ftudying thofe fub- 
jefts with which it had hitherto but little 
occupied its attention. 

The American war did not form great 
generals, but the young men en^ployed in 

* Les CQfvees. 

it, 
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it, had an opportunity of examining a new 
people, who were governed by a fage confti- 
tution. Their heads became giddy. They 
brought home ill digefted ideas, and wifli- 
ing to adapt them to the national genius, 
they fet on fire, and lighted up a volcano 
which has covered with ruins and with rub- 
bifti this land of happinefs. 

The pHlegm and fagacity of the Ameri- 
cans was wanting; had they pofTeifed thefe, 
thofe modern legiflators might have proved 
ufeful. 

Louis began his reign by recalling the 
parliaments, and he proved by this that 
he was not afraid of remonftrances. But 
Brienne, a (huffling, weak, and perfidious 
ininifter, followed the fleps of his predecef* 
fors, and excited by a keeper of the feals, as 
great a Marplot, and more hot headed than 
himfelf, ifTued out lettres de cachet againft the 
parliament of Paris in 1787, which ferved 
no other purpofe than to difcover the weak- 
nefs of the court, and enlighten the people* 
Brienne and Lamoignon were indeed facri« 
ficed, but the evil was irreparable. 

Soon after this the quarrels of Necker and 

Calonne 
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Calonne developed the myfkrious fcicnce of 
the finances^ and all the wdrld then fpoke^ 
wrote, and reflefted on the principles of go- 
vernment» and it began to be perceived, 
that they muft feek fomewhere clfe for re- 
fources againft the evils with which their 
own was overwhelmed. 

The difgrace of Neckcr completed the 
public chagrin. The tiation was in this cri- 
tical Aate when Louis and his minifters 
called her in to their affiftance. 

Calonne had procured the difgrace of 
Neckcr, and the attachment of the public 
for the latter rendered the part of his fuc- 
ceffor ftill more difficult to be fuftained : he 
difplayed much ability, many refourccs, and 
above all, was very daring ; but did he pojt- 
fefs thofe virtues which infpire confidence ? 
He drew up a grand plan of the finances in 
four feparate memoirs; it is faid that the 
two laft, which they did not give him time 
to make fufficiently known, are well exe- 
cuted. 

He was afraid to convene the ftates gene- 
ral. The court had already committed a 
great errour refpefting this conftitutional re* 

fource^ 
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fource; it had employed fcveral writers to 
fearch into the origin, the powers, and the 
rights, of thofe aflemblies. The parliament, 
on being confulted, had pronounced that it 
was neceiTary to conftitute them according 
to the model of 1614, the laft which were • 
held in France, and in which the nation 
was tricked ; but the parliament had been 
then reprefented in a body like the three 
orders, and this felfiih decifion made it lofe 
the confidence of the nation, which hence-^ 
forth began to contrive the means of anni- 
hilating a corps which in fuch an important 
matter was intirely fwayed by its own pre- • 
tenfions. 

Calonne, hoping to be able to get his fyf^ 
tem adopted in an afTembly of notables, was 
refolved to elude the defperate remedy of af- 
fembling the ftates general. His erroneous 
calculations turned to his own difadvantage, 
and produced his difgrace. Necker was re- 
called; he owed every thing to the favour 
of the people, and he was defirous to prove 
his gratitude, and thus render their attach- 
ment permanent. He accordingly procured 
the famous decifion relative to the double 

reprefentation 
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reprelcntation of the third eflate^ and it was 
under all thefe unfavourable aufpices that 
the ftates general of 1789 commenced their 
operations. The court perceived that it was 
undone. The hiftory of the revolution will 
detail all the blunders. which it committed 
with a defign to retard its ruin, and which 
ferved no other purpofe than to precipitate 
it headlong) and render its fall niore terri- 
ble. Dumouriez has never had either time 
or ability to fearch into thefe fads, and he 
is now writing merely his own hiftory. 



CHAP. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



( H ) 



CHAP, 11. 
Of the Revolution of 1789. 



During the journey of the count 
d'Artois to Cherbourg in 1786, Dumouriei^ 
bfid contraded an iiitimacy with the count 
de Vaudreuily the favourite of that prince^ 
and his old acquaintance at college^ to whom 
he had given apartments in his own houfe. 
Their different habits and profeilions in life 
had feparated them until then» and they 
were now happy to meet once more. Vau* 
dreuil pofTefTed a good hearty coniiderable 
talents^ and a great attachment for the count 
d'Artois, a very amiable prince, who flood 
in need of nothing but wholefome advice. 
Dumouriez being at Paris during the win- 
ter of 1788^9, wiflied to make ufe of Vaju- 
dreuirs credit, on purpofe to influence his 
opinions. Mirabeau, whofe villany was only 
equalled by his genius, had joined the popu- 
4 lar 
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kr party with a defign to avenge himfelf on 
the court, which by its frequent lettres de 
cachet was rather blamable in fhielding him 
from the jui): rigours of the law, than ifi 
punifhing his crimes. 

He forefaw that the people, in the hands 
of a man of this defcription, who pofiefled 
an aftonifhing power of fpeech» would be- 
come a terrible inArument, if a rampart wei'e 
not oppofed to him. A puerile difpute at 
this time divided the court. They intrigued 
about the grand burners of the nation, as 
they were formerly accuAomed to do aboiii 
trifles. Neither the parliaments, nor the no- 
bility, nor the clergy, nor the good third 
eflate, dreamed of forming a coalition to 
humble, or at lead to balance the fa£i;ious : 
notwith(landing this the ftates general w£re 
refolved upon, and Mirabeau, who had ac- 
quired the confidence of the duke of Orleans, 
and by his means of the populace of Paris, 
was about to become the head of a formida- 
ble party. 

Dumouriez wiflied for the convocation 
of the ftatcs general j he had no manner 
of doubt but the nation was fufficiently 

enlightened, 
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enlightened, not to permit itfelf to h€ 
frightened or deceived; he thought that?, 
confcious of its own power, it would bring 
about a great reform^ and produce the re- 
generation of France by conftituent laws, 
which would henceforth preclude the fa- 
vourites of our kings from fephinging the 
monarchy into thofe frightful extremities*, 
which force4 Louis XVI to throw himfcif 
into the arms of his people. He hoped that 
the choice of the provinces, in the election 
of their deputies, would fall on intelligent, 
liberal, and free minded men, poiTefTed of 
honeft intentions; and that thus, either 
Mirabeau would be excluded, or adl only 
the part of an intriguing adventurer. 

But the more he refleded on the force and 
the wifdom of that affembly, the more lie 
was alarmed for the conduft of a frivolous, 
unthinking, and prefumptuous court, that 
dreaded nothing fo much, in the new order of 
things^ as the diminution of its expenfes, the 
cefTation of pillage, and the annihilation of 
abufes, which it confidered as conneAed 
with its very exiftence ; a court debafed by 
its puerilities, which were exaggerated by the 

activity 
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tStivity of calumny^ deftitute of the proper 
idea of its own weaknefs when put in com- 
petition with twenty-fix millions of men ; 
divided into parties, which kept up no com« 
munication with each other; and abufing 
the good nature of its chief, whom it did 
not fufficiently refped):. In fhort^ he trem- 
bled left this court fhould precipitate the 
ruin of the monarchy by deipotic meafures 
which would irritate the nation^ and force it 
into the moft fatal extremities* He accord- 
ingly predicted a civil war, ihort indeed in 
refpe£t to its duration, which would annihi- 
late the court, but which, very unfortu- 
nately, would at the fame time enfure the 
deftrudlion of the monarolk : 

Replete with thefe fears, • he folicited an 
interview with VaudrettiU to whom he un- 
burdened his mind, and anticipated all the 
dangers of the king, if he wcw not. pre- 
fented to the eyes of the affembled nation, 
furrounded with all the attributes of majefty« 
Vaudreuil was of the fame opinion. 

It was neceffary to begin by putting a 
(lop to thedivifions that rent the court asun- 
der, fo that by its reunion it might aifume 
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greater dignity 9od infpirp ujorp confidence, 
in order that the nobility, the clergy, th? 
parliament, and the found part, pf the na- 
tion, whiph ^t that period was the moft 
numerous, might cally around the throne, 
and fupport it againft the fadious, who 
ftrove to overwhelm the pionarchy, inftead 
of fixing it on a conftitutional bafis. Vau- 
dreuil, who felt a great perfonal attach- 
ment for the count d'Artois, agreed to every 
thing. This prince was at variance .with 
the queen, and Mm/ieur was not only em- 
broiled with her majefty, but alfo with the 
count d-Artois, 

Dumourie^ bbferved to Vaudrepil that it 
became the count d'Artois, who had the re- 
putation of great firanknofs, tpmake the firft 
advances to the queen, as this wovild uur 
doubtedly ppduce at the fame tt;n.e 9 tc» 
conciliation on the part of Mot^ur^ and 
thus create a general coalition in favour of 
the king. Vaudreuil accordingly drew up a 
plan di£tated bj^ DumourieZ, in vh^ch t^e 
condtidt that prince ought to a^p.pt was 
pointed out, and even the ipeech which he 
was to make on feeing the queen: Vavi- 
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dreuil told him two d^ys afterwards, that 
this negotiation had mifcarried. 

Dumouriez had alfo another fubjedt of 
difquietude, and that was relative to the 
choice of the place in which the ftates-gene- 
ral were to be affembled. Paris began al- 
ready to difcover ipany fymptoms of fer- 
mentation. That city, like all very popu- 
lous capitals, was thq centre of corruption 
and intrigues. ?f the ftates-general were to 
meet there, they might either be influenced 
by the gold and the arts of a court unac- 
quainted with any other fpring of action, or 
divided into violent and irreconcileable par- 
ties by means of the factious. The fame 
dangers exifted at Veriailles, where the court 
neither governed by terrour, nor by dignity. 
He^as alio convinced that this court, when 
too narrowly examined, would infpire fcorn 
in an affembly invefted with an enormous 
power, and that the weaknefs of the nieans 
adopted to par^lize its deliberations, could 
only irritate tl^em. 

He fpoke on this fubje(£i to Mr. de Male- 

(herbes, formerly a minifter, but who had 

refigned his fundlions on purpofe to live like 
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a philofopher, and. who has fince aban«' 
doned his retreat for the mod noble of all 
duties, that of prefenting himfelf as the de- 
fender of the unfortunate Louis. This en- 
lightened man was convinced of the juftice of 
thefe obfervations, and took upon him to bring 
over Laluzernc, the minifter of the marine, 
who was his nephew, to the fame way of 
thinking. Dumouriez, on the other hand, 
agreed to make his* fears known to Mr. dc 
Montmorin, the minifter of foreign affairs, 
with whom he was well acquainted, and 
who poffei3red much of the king's confidence, 
having been brought up along with him. 
They pointed out Bourges, or Tours, which 
are both central fituations; and they added, 
that it was neceflary during the feffion of 
the ftates, that the court (hould refide at 
fbur or five leagues diftance from the af- 
fembly. 

Their eflfbrts were ufelefs. The royal 
family, the court, the minifters themfelves, 
were biafl^ed by their habits, their plcafures, 
and their intrigues, in favour of Verfailles 
and Paris. 

By the moft fallacious of all calculations, 
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they deemed themfelves ftronger there than 
in the provinces ; they imagined that the 
grandeur of a court would dazzle the depu- 
ties^ and that its politics would direct them. 
Montmorin announced it as a vidtofy^ that 
he had at length been able to obtain the con- 
vocation of the ftates at Verfailles, At the 
moment when he fpoke thus, there were but 
few perfons prefent. Dumouriez, who was 
one of them, could not forbear from fighing 
aloud before madame de Montmorin and the 
chevalier de Coigny, at the anticipation of 
the misfortunes which he fprefaw. The 
minifter was not at all pleafed with his con- 
duct, and this circumflance occafioned a cool- 
nefs to take place between them. He re- 
turned no more to Vcrfailles, as he from 
that moment regarded all thofe who reigned 
there, as fo many imprudent children who 
were playing with live coals that would 
fooncr or later fet the houfe on fire. 

The king and his brothers, although ftill 
young, had yet arrived at the age of maturi- 
ty, but they had not one friend about their 
perfons capable of infpiring them with folid 
rcfledlions, or inculcating that grave and 
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prudent condu<a, fo ncccffary in critical cir- 
cumftances. Courtiers endeavour to pro- 
long the youth, and even the infancy of 
priiices, becaufe their CKdit is augmented 
in proportion to the frivolity, the fiUinefs, 
and the futile pleafures of their mafters. 
The moment a prince becoaies a man^ he 
may have friends, but he has no longer 
favourites. 

A great queftion at this time agitated Pa* 
ris, and was difcufled every vvrhere, more ef- 
pecially in a fociety nnuch frequented by 
Dumouriez. This fociety was compofed of 
the two young Crillons,fons to the conqueror 
of Mahons the elder had been his companion 
at college, and with the younger he had 
formed an acquaintance in Spain. Another 
friend of the fame date, prince Emanuel de 
Salm-Salm, was a member of this club, as 
were alfo the duke de Liancourt, Kerfaint, 
andfeveral others; all of them have been iince 
members of the national affembly, 

This important qucftion was relative tq 
the manner of voting. Some were for vot- 
ing by poll\ and they were in the right, if 
they nieant the ftatcs general to prove ufe- 

ful. 
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ful. Others were for voting by orders. It 
was this manner of voting that hid rendered 
ail the preceding afletnblies abortive, bccaufe 
the iibbility and the clergy participating in 
the profits derived from exiftihg abales, and ^ 
iKe court being ible io fhflticnce them by 
means of benefices and penfions, the third 
cftate riiuft have always been in a minority, 
as it wodld have been but out againft two; 

Dumbutiez, With a defign to elucidate thrs 
queilion» compofed a pamphlet entitled, 
*« "the inftfuctiofls of a briliage which will 
not fend deputies to the ftatfes general/* He 
affixed to it as a motto a Sdcratic argument 
which decided in favour of the voting by poll 
by throwing ridicule on .the queftioh itfelf. 
Here follows the motto. *' How fliall they 
vote, to .decide how they ought to vote? Shall 
they vote by orders, to ifcertain rf they be to 
vote by poll? or (hall they vote by poll, to 
decide if they be to vote by orders ?'* This 
little trad confifted of forty pages. He add- 
ed to it the fpcech of a deputy at the opening 
of the dTembly , and a plan for the divifion of 
the aflembly itfelf into fever al chambers, to 
facilitate its immenfe labours relative to all 
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parts of the government^ in order to regenc^ 
rate it upon a conftitutional and folid founda-^ 
tion, which in the end would becoine thQ 
fundamental law «ind the invariable fuppor^ 
of the monarchy. 

The elder CnlloHji a virtuous man^ and rtr 
plete with afFe£tion for his country apd hi9 
king, caufed tv^^elve hundred copies of this to 
be printed, and diftributcd them among the 
members of the ft^tes on t^i^ir convoca«» 
tion^ 

Dumourlez fet off foon after |br Cher-^ 
bourg, keeping up however aft intimate cor? 
rcfpondence with this Crillon, The two bro- 
thers fprmcd part pf the forty-feven members 
of the nobility who fir(^ uiiited themfelves to 
the third eftate at the opening of the ftates ge- 
peral} and who were accompanied by a part 
of the lower clergy^ The petty intrigue of 
the court, which prevented the rcrunion 
of the orders, was ftill more clumfy tha^ cri- 
' mina!. If thofc members of the nobility and 
the clergy had not adopted the plan of rejoining 
it, the third eftate, which of itfcif compofed fhcf 
^moiety of the whole national reprefeqtationj^ 
had determined to open the fefiion wi^out 
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them*' This fchifm would have indantly 
produced the overthrow of the monarchy. 

The conduct of the third eftate during the 
courfe of this whole year, was prudent, noble, 
and moderate ; for it is to be obferved that all 
its decifions were then fage and circum* 
ipecfc, and that it was with the nobility and the 
clergy that thefupprcflion of all their own rights 
and privileges originated, on account of the 
reciprocal ill will of the two orders towards 
each other, as alfo the declaration of the 
rijghts of man. As it was the abufe of this 
declaration \Yhich produced all the evils of 
France, Dumouriez will here detail the ob- 
jeflions which he unfuccefsfully made to 
this imprudent aft, which originated with 
JLra Fayette and the other aukward imitators 
of the American legiflators; whofe intentions, 
however, and more efpecially La Fayette's, 
were pure. This declaration forms the natural 
bafis of all human focieties. They were only 
deficient in point of ikill as to the application; 
they were unacquainted with their own na- 
tion; they pofTefled zeal and imagination; 
and they were mifl^d by metaphyficians 
(Qually unexperienced* with themfelves. But 

errours 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



( 26 ) 

crrours of this kind are produflive of terri- 
ble cohfequenccs. 

The French until this period, more elpe- 
cially in the provinces, had nevef employed 
their thoughts on the fubjed of government. 
Difcontcntcd, becaufe they were opprefled, 
^ they naturally languifhed for a change ; their 
attention was wholly taken up with the no- 
mination of deputies^ the depofitaries of all 
their confidence; it belonged to them to 
create a good conflitution, and to enafl good 
laws. No one contefted the rights of the 
people, for they exercifed them in all their 
plenitude in this very national affembly; it 
was therefore unneccfTary to give them any 
preliminary knowledge of the rights of man, 
and the impetuous charafler of their volcanic 
nation rendered its promulgation infinitely 
dangerous. 

Dumouricz in one of his publications com- 
pares it to the Eleufinian myfteries. Know- 
ing what a had ufe the French would make 
of it, he faid that it was firft neceflary to 
trace out to every individual of regenerated 
France, from the king to the indigent citi- 
zen, the exadt knowledge of his duties, which 
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were td be elucidated by means of good laws 
teaching him how to fulfil them ; that they 
might afterwards, if they To chofe, make the 
nation acquainted with the rights by mean's 
6f which the legiflators had operated in itis 
name; that the cohflitution ought to be an 
edifice regular in its architedure, of which 
the declaration of rights was only the fcaf- 
folding ufed iii the conftru(ftioh ; and that 
when the building was finished, it was un- 
neceflary to prefent the nation the plan of 
this fcaffolding, which ought indeed tio lon- 
ger to fubfift; that, in fliort, if they confider- 
cd the declaration of rights as the introduc- 
tion to the conflitution, it would be like 
placing the book before the preface; that 
fuch had been the condud of the Americans, 
ivhom they wiflied to hold up as models; 
that it was riot until after having laid down 
the duties of man, that they had chalked out 
his rights; that, if the declaration of rights 
preceded the ena(flion of the laws, a cefTation 
of government would neceflkrily enfuc, and 
a cohfuiion which would produce a dan-* 
^erous influence on the affembly itfelf, and 
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render its labours precipitate and imper* 
fedl. 

It might have been fairly faid that this 
was the voice of one crying aloud in the defertn 
The vanity of the metaphyficians, the wits, 
and the novices in legiflation, mifled them. 
The declaration appeared ; it was interpreted 
in a wrong fenfe by the people^ who con- 
founded th€\t force with their rights, and the 
anarchy became univerfal. 

Another queftion, equally fatal with the 
former^ alfo divided men's minds in the courib 
of this year — ^it was that of the veto. Du- 
mouriez will here alfo detail the objedions 
which he unfuccefsfully drew up on this oc* 
cafion. The veto was the moft dangerous 
privilege they could beftow upon the king; 
it might be confidered as his death-warrant, 
although it was then impofTible to difcovcr 
the whole extent of the danger. 

" Either the king was invefted fimply 
with the executive pow^r; and in that 
cafe he fhould not excrcife a prohibitory 
right in the confe<5ion of laws, as he him- 
felf ought to fubmit to them, and his power 
ought to extend no further than their execu- 
tion : 
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tion : or» he was to be allowed a co-Iegifla- 
tive authority, and then it was not a prohi* 
bitory right which they ought to grant him, 
for he ought to anticipate in the ena£lion of 
the laws with the ftates general or the con- 
llituent affembly. The honour of a nega^ 
true was nothing elfe than to confide arms 
to his hands, of which he might make an ill 
ufc by preventing the cnafting of laws, or a 
fource of difcord between him and the legif- 
lat'ors ; and as the latter were invefted with 
all the authority of the nation^ he muft al- 
ways be overcome in fo unequal a conteftj 
the veto was therefore an illufory right, a 
fnare Ipread for the monarch.'* The court 
imagined it had gained every thing by ob- 
taining this vidory. It had accordingly pur- 
chafed Mirabeau, and many other members, 
and this corruption completed the general 
ruin. 

Dumouries need only to have become a can- 
didate, to have been eleded a member of the 
conflituent affembly. His friends preffed 
him, and in all probability he would have 
fucceeded, if he had prefented himfelf at Li- 
zieux, as the reprefentative of the claims of 
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the marchionefs du Belloy,his mpthe^-inrlaw'^ 
^yho polfeiTed twp lordihips in that cantonii. 
He refufed to comply, 

1 Ry Hecaufe he did not think himfelf fuf- 
ficiently qualified ; 

And 2dly, fiecaufe he was attached to a 
tranquil ftate of life, and his command at 
Cherbourg. 

, He at that period hoped that the cqnftitu- 
cnt affembly would he able to regenerate 
France. In this cafe he ^xpeded to fucceed 
in his plans relative to Cherbourg, the work9 
of whiqh he was defirous to feq refumed, 
and execi^t^d on a grand fcale. 

He even drew up feyei^al ii:^q^^l$ on 
this fubjedi:, whic^ he tranfQii(fed to his old 
friend Latouche, a captain in the navy, wha 
was unfortunate enough to become di^n^ 
cellor of Orleans, and a member qf the 
conftituent affembly, and of the m^ine 
comtpittce. 

Elumourieic was alfot afraid le(l ^is re^- 

dence with the affembly (hould have \>ctn 

made a pretext for difmifling him from his 

command. Hp had formed himfelf this 
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^fyhim at Gherbourgi and he wiihed to prc- 
ferve it, not then forcfeeiog that aa epoch 
would foon arrive, when no Frenchman 
could poBfefs any certain home in his unhap- 
py country. 

He contented himfelf therefore with draw- 
ing up inftrudtions for the deputies of the no- 
bility of Cotentin. His friends to whom he 
entrufted them having communicated thefc 
papers, they were rejedled with difdain, be- 
caufe he propofed that the nobility them- 
felves fhduld make an offer to facrifice thofe 
pecuniary privileges, of which they were foon 
about to be deprived. Other balliages were 
more reafonable^ and, among the reft, that 
of Beauvais, dire£ted by the count de Cril- 
Ion. 

As foon as it was known that he had 
compofed thefe inftruftions, the nobility 
determined never to pardon him.j he was 
fuppofed to be attached to the popular 
party, and this was then reckoned a crime. 
They confidered him as zfoldier of fortune^ 
and even as a plebeian, becaufe when he be« 
came a general officer he neglected to af- 
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fume any title like the reft of his brethijen^ 
and that from mere careleflhefs> for having 
no children, he had never been at the pain9 
to tell the world virhether he were a noble 
or not. 
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BOOK iir. 

CHAP. III. 

Dtfiurbances in Normandy. ^ Revolt at Cber- 
bourgt 1789. 

All the legal authorities throughout 
France had ceafed; there was no longer 
any government. The parliaments neither 
dared to reprefs licenfe, nor to diftribute 
juftice. The tntendants and their delegates 
were not only deprived of their fundions^ 
but the greater part of them had fled, dread- 
ing the vengeance of the people. The go- 
vernors, the commanders of provinces, and 
thofe fuperintending particular diftridis, ftill 
cxercifed a fmall degree^ of authority over 
the garrifons, bpcaufe the army was yet 
undecided as to the part it (hould a£^. It 
however confifted, even including the officers^ 
rather of revolutionifls than royalifts, and 
every town for its own defence had formed 
a municipal council which ..precarioufly 
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united and exercifed all kinds of power 
whatever. France in every thing refembled 
the Achaean league, except in this, that 
there was no agreement between the cities 
^ and the provinces* 

The court and conftituent affembly were 
at open war; they endeavoured mutually 
to annoy one another, and each party had 
fent agitators into the provinces, who flirred 
them up fbmetimes for the one, and forne- 
times for the other. The grand fecret for 
alarming the people, and feducing them to 
commit exccffcs, was to terrify them with 
the idea of a famine, and to produce a par* 
tial fcarcity, either by pillaging the maga- 
zines and the markets, or by arrefting and 
maltreating the corn fadtors, and dealers ia 
grain. 

It was in this ftate that he found Nor- 
mandy, The duke de Harcourt remained 
about the king's perfon; the duke de 
Beuvron, his brother, commanded in his 
ftead. The latter nobleman, lofing his 
fenfes at the lead commotion,, and throwing 
hinxfelf into real dangers by precipitate mea- 
fures^ had the imprudence to caufe three 
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gibbets to be ereded at Caen, to which cer- 
tain wits belonging to the popular party, 
who then braved every thing, attached three 
porringers full of milk, with this infcription: 
" milk for the cats/' 

He was furrounded by two or three gene- 
ral officers, who endeavoured to prevent him 
from the commiflion of many palpable 
follies. Dumouriez was admitted into the 
council, and as it was known that he was 
beloved by the people, he received letters of 
command for the whole of Lower Nor« 
mandy. 

He travelled from town to town, and 
from market to market, making ufe of all 
poffible, means of conciliation, yet fornc-* 
times employing troops for the purpofe of 
cfcorting convoys of provifion, and eftablifti- 
ing tranquillity. By thefc means he fb far 
fucceeded in regaining the public confidence, 
that the circulation of corn from city to 
city, and even from one province to another, ' 
was rcfumed. He caufed grain to be pur- 
chafed in England, and making ufe of the 
king's iifliing-fmacks which were at Cher- 
bourg, he was enabled to fend provifion by 
D 2 . means 
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means of the rivers as far as St. LA, which 
is a central point, whence he diftributed 
it throughout the whole of the Lower Nor- 
mandy. 

He every where found the pcoplq furious 
againft the duke dc Bcuvron, on account of 
the gibbets he had ere6ted» and a procla-* 
mation he had ordered to be pofted up in 
Caen, prohibiting the affcmbling of the 
people, and commanding the troops, when 
they found five pcrfons aflcmbled together 
in the ftreets to diiperfe them^ and in cafe of 
refufal, to fire on them. The foldiers them* 
felves murmured at this ill timed ad of au* 
thority, and fwore they would not execute it. 

In fhort, he found the minds of all men 
fo irritated againft the duke, that he thought 
himfelf bound to intimate this circumftancc 
to his brother, and folicit his return to re- 
fume the comriiand. 

He himfelf however was nowhere in- 
fulted by the people, notwithftanding they 
had become exceedingly turbulent ; on, the 
contrary, at his appearance, they were in- 
ftantly appeafed. Notwithftanding this, the 
agitators difplayed too much aftivity for 

him 
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him to be able to re-eftdbliih a durable 
tranquillity. What occurred at Paris in 
the months of June and July completed 
the derangement of all the meafures he had 
^opted on this fubjedt. The diilurbances 
about the grain ferved only as a mafk for 
other defigns, 

.The court wiflied to annihilate the con- 
ilituent aflemblyi it> on the other hand, was 
eager to arm and derive fupport fi'om the 
people* A council of Aate was held at 
Marly^ the refult of which was to difmif^ 
M. Necker, who was then the idol of the 
French. Troops had been marched to- 
wards Paris: foreign had been chofen it) 
preference to native regiments, and the 
command had been given to the marfhal de 
Broglio. The governors of provinces were 
at the fame time fent to their refpedive 
pofts, becaufe commotions were expeded. 

A blind defpotifm had diftated the moft' 
imprudent meafures. Not only Dumouriez 
remained ignorant of all this,, but although 
he was intimately conncdled with the family 
of Beuvron, he was confidered as 2ifufpicious 
perfon^ merely on account of the refpedl he 

D 3 was 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



( 3» ) 

was held in by the people. In truth he had 
never concealed his fentiments. Every body 
was acquainted with his intimacy with the 
greater part of the forty-fcven nobles, and 
his wi(hes for the reform of abufes ; he had 
alfo conftantly panegyrifed the pure inten* . 
tions of Necker. 

On the loth of July, having appeafcd a 
fedition at Carentan, after having fent four 
companies of grenadiers and light infantry, 
and two four pounders to the duke de Beuv- 
ron, becaufe he had good reafon to be afraid 
of the populace of Caen, he repaired to that 
nobleman's houfe, and there found more 
than fixty ladies, and double the number of 
nobles, all of whom affumed a triumphant 
air. On his approaching the duchefs (he ex- 
claimed very imprudently, in a loud tone of 
voice, ** Well, Dumouriez, you do not 
inow the great news ? Your friend Necker 
is difgraced ; the king will now reafcend hi« 
throne, and the affembly be diflblved ; your 
friends, the forty-Jeven^ arc perhaps at this 
very moment in the Baftillc with Mirabeau, 
Target, and a hundred more of the infolent 
orators of the third eflate; and moft af- 
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foredly the marfhal de Broglio is in Pari^^ at 
this very .moment, at the head of 30,000 
troops/* ' ' ' i 

** So much the worfe, madams la ducbejfe^^ 
replied he, and taking the duke ^ under the 
arm, carried him into his clofet. He then 
faid : ** What madame de Beuvron has an^ 
nounced, cannot occur without jfpilling 
much blood, and if the king ihould fucceed 
in fo violent a meafiire, he is irretrievably 
loft ; but in the mean time you are detefted 
here, we are not the ftronger party 1 depend 
but little on the troops, they will not fire 
upon 4he people, and your wife will caufe 
you to be mafTacred on account of her im« 
prudence/* The duke, who was brave 
enough in the face of an enemy, but who 
did not pofTefs that fpecies of courage fo 
necefiary during popular tumults, w^as at 
firft intimidated. He called the duchefs; 
both of them fcold her; (he is, affrighted; 
they return into the falooni the former 
clamour is changed into a folemn filence^ 
and every body retires. 

The duke de Harcourt arrived next day# 

A council was then held, at which the mar- 
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quis d'Hawte|cuillc> » mjajor-gcneral, affiflcd* 
It was ftgreed that tbs enterprize againft 
Paris^ whatever turn it might take, could 
not but pro4uGC a 4^Qg$roa(t e6Fe£b.at Caen; 
jUid that it was .neceiFary to make \tht duke 
^9'B§W^ovk withdraw inftantljr^ :They.ao 
co<dingly difpatcbed^Aiiih jn.the'/courfo of 
th^t. Very -day to Ghocbourgv iwheije^it was 
hop^ tb^t hij9 impjfudent coudud had not as 
yet rendered him bdiojas, ^and where he had 
fix battalions at his difpofal^ poe t^l* which 
f onfiilf d of the mariijc. artillery. :.Whcn he 
wag : gong; it was refolvpd \that Urn' two 
duchefTes ,^ould retire immediately io Har^ 

co^rt• . ; ' ; . ^ 

Dumouriez lodged vi^ith the infeudant^iaa 
purpofe to prote<3k him* and to be near the 
duke de Harcourt, whom he had determined 
not to leave. This nobleman, more prudent 
and referved than his brother, waited, with 
great folicitude for intelligence from Paris, 
and at the fame time afFedted to wave the 
fubjefl-. 

In the mean time Dumouriez was charged 
\vith the command of the troops, which 
coniided of two battalions of the regimenjt 
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of Bourbon infantry, four companies of light 
infantry and grenadiers, and one hundred 
and fifty men of the regiment of cavalry 
called the commiffain-general i and he could 
add to this little garrifon the burghers 
guard of more than two thoufand men, well 
cbthed and.armed^ which altogether would 
be fufficient to defend the city againft the 
two terrible faburbs of Btmrg^rAbbe and 
VioixceUesi^ thefe were filled with an im- 
menfe populatioa of the mod indigent and 
feditioos clafs* 

The caftle of Cacii was- every where de- 
fencdefsy. and might be fcakd on all fides. 
The duke de Beuvron had been imprudent 
enough to mount fome cannon on rotten 
carriages, which tended ftill more to irritate 
the people. 

On the 1 2th the duke de Coigny arrived 
from Paris, and brought with him the plan 
of the diftribution of the troops under the 
marfhal de Broglio, around the capital. He 
had crowded his infantry into three or four 
little camps, very near the city ; his cavalry 
occupied the two plains of Crenelle and St. 
Denys, and his large artillery had already 
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arrived irt the latter place* He had only 
thrown a garrifon of fifty -Swifs into the 
Baftille. Dumouriez inftantly told hicn» 
that if they perfevered in maintaining fo ab- 
furd and unmilitary a pofition^ they would 
mofl: afTuredly be beaten ; that the defedion 
of the French guards ought to ferve as an 
example of the folly of placing the troops €6 
near the women of the town, the feduftion 
of good cheer, and the blandiihments of the 
Palais-royal. He beibught him immediately 
to tranfmit the following difpofition, and 
to prefs its adoption if it were ftill in time. 

i^. To garrifon the Baftille with a ma* 
jor-^eneral and four battalions, who ought 
to occupy the arfenal as far as the river^ and 
throw up a trench in their frontj to feparate 
them from the fuburb St Antoinc, and the 
quay. 

2°. To poft 500 men with cannon, in the 
ifle of Louviers, on purpofc to produce a 
crofs fire, from the batteries there, at the 
Badille, and the arfenal, in cafe the people 
fliould attack them by the quays, . 

3^* To poft fix battalions behind the firft 
divifion, with a ^orps of cavalry in the pe^ 
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ninfula of St. Maur, occupying Vincenncs, 
fo as to fuccour the Baftille. 

4^. To withdraw all the little camps of 
the champ de Mars^ the bois de Boulogne^ and 
the champs Elisie^ and afTemble them on the 
heights of St. Cloud, Sevres, and Meudon^ 
with the river before them, and to entrench 
another corps of eight or ten thouiand men 
at 8t. Denys, continuing to occupy the two 
plains of St. Denys and Crenelle with the 
cavalry and huiTars. . 

By thefe means Paris would have been 
blockaded, and the king faved; for the iirft 
movement made by Dumouriez would hav^ 
been to enfure the perfon of Louis XV I. 

The duke de Coigny fent back his valet 
de cbambre to Paris. Dumouriez is unac- 
quainted with the contents of his difpatch^ 
having never feen him fince. 

He purpofed to leave at Cherhourg, for • 
guarding the works there, no more than the 
marine battalion, to aflemble at Caen the 
regiment of cavalry, eight battalions which 
were in Lower Normandy, and ten four 
pounders which had been gotten ready at 
St, Ld, to advance towards Nantes^ in cafe of 

need. 
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iiec4. The duke d'Harcourt did not how<^ 
ever come to any decifion;^ he fiill waited 
for news from the capital. 

On the i^ih at nighty intelligence at 
length arrived of the taking of the Baftille, 
the difperfion of the army, the flight of the 
princes and the marflial de Broglio^ the 
triumph of the aflembly, and the forced re- 
ftoration of Necker to office. The duke 
was confounded ; he had buoyed himfelf up 
with the expectation of complete fuccefs* 
Not knowing how to a6t, he propofed to 
Dumouriez to throw himfelf into the caftle 
of Caen with two battalions. The other 
reprefented that it was deftitute of provifion^ 
every poffible means of defence, and even of 
water; and that, in addition to all this, the 
troops themfelves were not to be depended 
upon. He accordingly refufed. 

In the mean time a number of emiifaries 
arrived from Rouen and Paris, in order to 
prevail upon the inhabitants to take up arms. 
It was no longer a mob, but the whole peo- 
ple, that now conceived the idea of a regu- 
lar infurredion, and came with the utmofl 
tranquillity to the govcrnour of the province, 
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on purpofe to announce their refblution of 
forming themfclves into a regular militia. 
It was therefore become ncceffary, as all op- 
pofition was in vain, to difplay the utmoft 
fortitude ; but the duke, now overwhelmed 
with chagrin, was no longer able to keep up 
appearances* They prefented him with the 
three coloured cockade, forced him and -all 
his houfehold to wear this patriotic emblem, 
and alfo diilributed a number of them among 
the troops. 

The people ftill continued to treat the 
duke with fome regard, but they narrowly 
watched his condudl; and he would not 
have been able to have left Caen had it not 
been for an urgent letter from Neckcr, which 
was the means of procuring him leave from 
the inhabitants to return to Paris. The 
duchefs alfo experienced much vexation at 
Harcourt, on the part of their vaffals, fo that 
ihe chofe to leave that place and repair alfo 
to the capital, whence flie. accompanied her 
huiband out of France. 

Dumouriez had no longer any bufinefs at 
Caen, where the victory of the people pro- 
duced tranquillity. He fuflFcred much un- 

eafinefs. 
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eafincfs, however, relative to Cherbourg, 
where he had five or fix millions of livres 
depofited in three chefts, more efpecially 
as there were about feven or eight thou* 
fand ftrangers employed in the quarries, 
the magazines, and the works ftill carrying 
on in the harbour. Among thefe were many 
fufpicious perfons, and fome who had been 
formerly branded for crimes. 

During the former infurreftions the agi* 
tators fent from Paris had been diflinguifhed 
by means of their drefs, which confided of a 
waiflcoat and troufers of firiped canvas, and 
a round hat ; thefe couriers of revolt were 
ftiled carabots. It was accompanied by a 
troop of this kind, that Bordier the comedian ' 
had ftirred up the populace at Rouen, where 
he was hanged. 

Particularly entrufted with the care of 
Cherbourg, and folicited by frequent letters 
from the different corporations, Dumouriez 
announced his intentions of repairing thither 
to the duke d'Harcourt, and infifted on the 
necefllty of his immediate departure. The 
intendant begged him to carry along with 
hiifi his fubdelegate Guyard, to fave him 
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from the refentment of the people ; he ac« 
cordingly admitted him into his carriage, and 
fet out on the 19th. 

On pailing through Bayeux, St. L6y and 
Carentan, he advifed the civil and military 
comAianders no longer to oppofe an ufelefs 
refiftance to the formation of a national 
militia, but on the contrary to encourage 
it, and not only permit it to afTemble witk 
tranquillity, but even to render it formid- 
able, on purpofe to bridle the populace. 

There was an arfenal at St. L6 contain- 
ing fifteen thoufand mufkets ; he therefore 
made the municipal council feel how ne« 
ceflary it was, and how nearly conneded 
with the public fafety, that its national mi- 
litia fhould be compofed of refpefiable citi- 
zens, and commanded by perfons on whom 
they could rely, on purpofe to guard fo pre- 
cious a depofit. This town has always dif- 
tinguiihed itfelf by its wifdom ; its infur- 
reftion was rational ; its council and militia 
have been well chofen ; it has always kept 
up a good correfpondcnce with the military 
commanders; and it has long enjoyed an un- 
interrupted tranquillity. 

Thefe 
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Thefe difpofitions having occupied the 
whole of the night of the i9th^ he arrived 
on the 20th at Cherbourg: it was full 
time, intelligence of the decree for calling 
out the national militia had already arrived 
there i this was brought by emifTaries, who 
flirred up the workmen ; the people were 
in a ftate of revolt ; the principal inhabi- 
tants were very uneafy, and they waited 
with impatience for the coming of general 
Dumouriez, whom eleven years refidcnce 
had made them confider as a citizen^ and 
even as the founder of the town. He fpent 
that evening with the duke de Beuvronj 
they converfed chiefly about the neceffity of 
rcfigning themfclves with a good grace to 
an infurreftion, which the leafl: rcfiftance 
might caufe to degenerate into a fanguinary 
r,evolt. 

The moment he had returned to his own 
houfe, he received a deputation of the 
burghers, who announced to hira, that in 
the courfe of that day, they had prevented 
the people from flying to arms in a tu-^ 
multuous manner, under pretext of com- 
plying with the levy of the national militiaj; 
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that they had ifeprefented t& thei^ fellow 
citizenSy that any extraordinary movement 
of the townfmen, who could at riioft mufter 
two or three thoufend ftrong, might pro- 
duce a ftill 'more dangerous one on the part 
of eight or ten thoufand men, who were 
employed in the quarries, the arfenals, &c.; 
that not only the public money for paying 
thefe workmen, but their own private pro-i. 
perty, itiight become a prey to thefe {Iran*- 
gers, the moiftof whom were oirik'nownv and 
even fufpeded ; that they had advifed-^htoi 
to wait the arrival of their general; Cv^^om 
ihcy alfo confidered ai their >fatfier,- and 
who would arrange the plan relative^ t&tht 
national militia in fuch a manner as woiJId 
enfilre the public tranquillity; that the peb*. 
pie had not only adapted this opinion, tait 
had unanimouily appointed him commandant ; 
that they were charged -to wait upon him, 
and offer him this appointment, and they 
now fupplicated him not to refafe it. 

He felt that the. public good, and he'him- 

feif would experience great danger, if he 

ihould rejedt fo honourable a ftation ; more 

cipccially as it evinced the in tire confidence 
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of tht people in him, nplwithftaodifig his 
military , rank, and his authority over a gar- 
rifon of more than three tboufand men. 
His acceptance, on the contrary, would re* 
unite the whole power in his own hands^ 
and enable hin? to bridle the exceffes of the 
populace and the workmen. 

At break of day, he went and informed 
the duke of this offer, who firfl appeared to 
b€j very mqc^i fatisfied with it, but he after- 
wards difcovered much jealoufy on this ac« 
count. 

On the 2ift of Jaly, at ten o'clock in 
the morning, the people afTembled in the 
church. Dumouriez defired the military 
commanders to hold the troops in readinefs 
in cafe of need; without however discover- 
ing any oneafmefs, and he intimated his 
wi(hes to the magiflrates that they alfo 
(hould afTemble at the fame time. In aboot 
an hour afterwards, the people having no- 
minated him commandant-general by acclama^ . 
tion, they fent deputies to wait on him; and 
fcarcely had he entered the (Ireet^ when, a 
great crowd ran before him carrying a na- 
tional Aandard, which had been made in the 

courfe 
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eourfc.of the preceding night, and on wKich 
they had .emhroide^'ed the following device : 

Vivre librc, ou monrir*. 

The pepple conducted him to the church, 
where he was recqivfii by the clergy. He in- 
vited the magiflr^tes to repair thither, and 
as foon as this aifembly had acquired a cer* 
tain dcgi;^e of dignity, he cauled filence to 
be proclaimed, and told them, that the arm* 
ing of the whole nation ought to be the 
precurfor of order, and of liberty ; that 
having no external enemies, and their bre^ 
thren, the troops of the line, and citizens 
alfo, profefling the fame principles as they 
did, they fhculd confider themfelves as armed 
againft robbers and anarchifts alone; that 
they ought not to do any thing that was 
not enjoined by their legiflators aflembled at 
Verfailles; that the difputcs between thp 
king and that auguft aifembly had ceafed ; 
that. his perfidious counfellors had either 
iled or been punifhed; that the capital was ^ 
cfilm; that the aifembly continued its la* 
hours -with * tranquillity ; that they ought 

* Liberty or iezxh^'^Tran/l 
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to {wear on their new colours, in the prc-i 
fence of the Godof armies, their magiftrates, 
and their clergy, to maintain furety and 
tranquillity at Cherbourg s that every irre- 
gular movement would be a fedition, and a 
crime againft liberty ; and that he himfelf 
now fwore to make ufe, of the authority 
which they, in the fulnefs of their confi- 
dence, had honoured him, with, to punifli 
with death every one who fhould difturb 
the public repofe. 

On this the oath was unanimoufly admi- 
niflered, and received, and an account was 
drawn up of this ceremony, which was truly 
afFefting. 

On their leaving the church, the com^ 
mandant-general invited all the citizens to 
accompany him, the magiftrates, the clergy, 
and the colours, to the duke de Beuvron at 
the abbey, about half a mile from the town, 
where all the military had aflemblcd. They 
accordingly inarched in proceffion without 
any arms, and the duke, accompanied by the 
officers, left the abbey, and came out to 
meet them; Dumouriez then addrefled him 
as follows: ** M. le Duc^ I bring you the 

people 
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people of Cherbourg, who are about to aritt 
themfclves for the defence. of liberty, and 
the laws. They have chofcn me for their 
coramander; we appear in a body to aflure 
you, that, conviaced of the gpodnefs of your 
intentions for the glory and the happinefs 
of the French nation, we will execute your 
orders with the utmoft zeal, and we will 
concur with the brave troops of the hne in 
maintaining tranquillity, proteding pro- 
perty, and Supporting liberty/' 

The duke made a very noble reply. He was 
then placed under the ftandard, and entered 
the town in company with the commandant^ 
general^ amidft univerfal joy, and general 
gladnefs. 

The utmoft calm reigned during the 
whole day; the pe^^ple diicovered a pure 
and a confiderate fatisfadion ; all the prin- 
cipal perfons, all the corporations were fe- 
licitatitig each other with the utmoft cor- 
diality, when, at fix o'clock m the evening, 
the women of the fuburbs and a few men 
aflembled before the town houfe, and de- 
manded that the price of bread fhould be 
lowered, Dumouriez, on being informed of 
* E 3 this 
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this fevcilt, inftantly repaireil thithci*, and 
fucceeded in diflipating the indbi by prbving 
to them that bread, Which was at oHly twd 
Jhb arid a half per poiind, cdUld Hot Mt fold 
cheaper without occafionihg a grfeat iofs td 
the farmers, who would thenceforth briiig 
ho more corn to market i and that by thef^. 
tneans they themfelves would produce a fa-* 
inine. The agitators, who perceived that 
they had failed in their intentions, em* 
ployed another trick, in which they fuc* 
cecded better. 

The mayor of the town, whoie name wai 
Oarantot, united in his own perfon the twO 
places of lieutenant defolice^ and fubdelegatc 
to the intendant. He was one of thofe pcr- 
fons who are ufually called good fort of people^ 
that is to fay, men bufied rather in their 
own affairs, than thofe of their neighbours. 
He was eSctremely rich, ftill mor<5 avaricious 
than wealthy, and he bore very hard upon 
the people. He was fuppofed to have more 
than a hundred thoufand livres in ready 
money concealed at home. 

A number of feditious perfons affembled 
before his houfe. Diimouriez ran thither, 

but 
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but while he was .employed in faving it 
from pillage, another mob went and de- 
manded a diminution 6f the price of bread 
from the duke de Beuvron, and alfo the 
keys of the corn magnziae. He was weak 
enough to comply with their folicitations. 

Such uriexpeded fuccefs encouraged that 
band, whofe number increafed every mo- 
ment ^ and they at length forced their way 
into the court before the mayor's houfe, 
where Dumouriez, whb had mounted the 
fteps that led to the door, was haranguing 
the people, who liftened to him with com- 
plaifance. Thefe rogues however over- 
whelmed him with injuries, told him that 
he was a traitor and an ariftocrat^ who de- 
ceived them, and that the duke de Beuvron, 
on the contrary, was a worthy man, who 
had liftened to their juft remonftr.nces; by 
way of proving this a huge Dutch failor dit 
played the keys of the corn magazine. 

The fituation of Dumouriez was at this 
moment very critical ; he was only accom- 
panied . by a ferjcant and four privates be- 
longing to the guard of the regiment de la 
Reinfj whom he had brought to protect the 
£ 4 houfe. 
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boufcj an exempt of tbe^ tnarecbaujie^ twp:Or 
three magiftrates (for, poor Garantot was 
afraid to make his appearance)^ and four of* 
tcers who had followed him. He refledted 
that if he yielded, he would lofe all his cre- 
dit, be reckoned a traitor, and become the 
firft vidim to the rage of the banditti. He 
therefore determined to a£t a raih part, but 
it was the only one that was calculated to al- 
leviate his danger. 

He according exclaimed: " My chil- 
dren, if the duke de Beuvron has really or- 
dered the price of bread to be lowered, it 
fhall be inllantly complied with; but you 
are deceived by feditious men : behold the . 
keys of your magazines in the hands of ^ 
foreigner J" 

He at the fame time fprung from the ftep 
on which he flood, burft through the crowd, 
feized the Dutchman by the throat, and cried 
out, ** Rcftore the keys, villain, or you are a 
dead man !'* The affrighted failor inftantly 
dropped the keys, which he entrufted to the 
officer of the guard, faying at the fame time 
to the people, '« I am your father, apd vn\\ 
be anfwerable for the com magazine; I will 

in 
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in the mean time go and receive the orders 
of the duke -de Beuvron/ and I conjure all 
good citizens to guard this houfe until my 
return/* 

^* We confent to it," they all replied, 
** but on condition that you bring the 
mayor with you, to iifue a proclamation for 
the fale of bread at tyvo fob per pound." 

** Very well, only fwear to me that you 
will do him no harm/' 

•* We fwear/' 

He then repaired to the duke de Beuvron^ 
who frankly confefTed the weaknefs lie had 
been guilty of. Here was- now no remedy: 
Garantot was brought from his lurking 
place. Dumouriez took hold of one arm, 
and Boifgelin, the fon-in-law of the .duke de 
Beuvron, of the other, and they dragged him 
towards his own houfe, in the (ituation of one 
rather dead than alive. When they were 
within twenty paces, they beheld the popu- 
lace pillaging it. 

On this he delivered over Garantot tb 
Boifgelin, with orders to proted him, and he 
ran to the alarm poft, which was very near, 
wid whither he had fcnt a piquet of fifty 

men. 
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meh« He inarched with them tcjwards' the 
houi^. Artong the plunderers were many 
foldiers hdonging to dtffbreat regiments, dif* 
gulfed like workmen. The troops murmuwdi 
n^fafed to :ohey their general, and of&dtrs, 
and fwore that they would not fire upon the 
pebple. The pillage was accordingly cpni-- 
pleted, and the foidiers^ who laughed anddi* 
verged themfelves with this event, permitted 
the rioters to pafs quietly along with the 
ftolen moveables. This troop of robbers, 
among whom were many women and fome 
foldiers, confided of four or five hundred 
perfons. 

He then ordered the general ♦ to be beaten. 
As he had before defignated their relpedive 
stations, the different corfs indantly repaired 
to them : but the fbldiery ftill afll^rted that 
they would not interfere, and their ina^tvity 
appeared to encourage the banditti. 

The national militia was in exiHence, and 
it alone could have put a ftop to the difor* 
der, but it was ^^ther organifed, armed) nor 
divided into companies ; all its members 

*' A.particular beat of drum, by which all the infantry 
arc afiemblcA— 7m«/; 
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fore their owa Mtty^ The town remained 
in thift ftate of confbfion duting frat whoi« 
days,, and it happetwd, very luckily, that th« 
Wdricmen did not interfere* 

At Ungth about :ten o'clock oft t^e tAom^ 
Ihg of the fourth day, feVeral of the inhabit 
tants reAlmed courage, and provided th^H^ 
felves with arms ; the £>ldiers then began M 
be albat^xd, and they kid that if the citi* 
eifcns would march lat their head^ they would 
foon put the banditti to flight* Th^ were 
partly in the right ; they diemfelves could 
tJot make the proper difHnftion, and they 
were not inclined to fire dn the \pm eiti^ 
eena. " 

' Yhe mob was- then piUagirrg the thii'd 
h6ufe; but it is tbbebbferved, that thdr 
trisniMal 4^8 had bet^A hitherto es^ercifedeil 
three perfons .with, whom the people ha^ 
reafon to be dilFansfied. The firft wqs Ga- 
rantot, a harfti' and avaricious man; t&efi- 
cond was a magif^rate, called Chante^Reimob 
who was alio a^merchant and flvip-dwnei^ 
and accufed of having formerly f)luQdered 
a very f ich vefTel ; the third was a oorA 

merchant 
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merchant called Mauges, a noted ufurer. 
They had indeed attempted the houfes of 
^me contradorsy and that of the ctm^ 
.tfiandant'-generalt where the national flag was 
depoiited, under pretence of rallying around 
it. They were however repulfed, and one of 
the robbers was wounded b/ a thruft from A 
bayooet, in confequence of which he died in 
the courfe of the night* 
. It was in this third houfe that they were 
furrQunded; pne of them was precipitated 
from the third (lory and died on the fpot. 
One hundred and eighty-feven men and 
(hirty-nine women were fecured. Dumou- 
riez took care not to confine them in the 
public prifon, which might have been 
forced; he ordered his coach houfe, ftabies, 
•and wood houfes . to be emptied, and he 
bound and (hut them up there, with a 
guard of fifty foldiers, and an equal number 
of citizens, over them. On the morning of 
4he.next day, he caufed all the men to be 
jtied two and two. along a maft which held a 
iile. of about fixty of them; he had (hallops 
ready» and he ordered them to be embarked, 
and lodged in the hold of two.old (hips of 

war. 
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war, which were* anchored in:;the ^road^ .tq 
affift the works carrying on in the port; and 
as to the women,' they were confined in an 
old tov^er witltin the town. 
. He then fenr fpr the- lieutenant of the 
marfhalfea of the peninfula, who refided at 
CoXitances, af\d the hangman of Caen. • He 
organifed the militia, which had not af ye^ 
afTunied the name of natiwal guards, and di-? 
vided Jt into twenty-one companies^ three ot 
wliich were compofed of failors and carpexi* 
ters, to whom wa9;f]iarticularly entrufled the 
proteidion of thpport. The roagi^ratcs, were 
removed, nominated anew by the peojde, 
aiid were termed, '^^ in other towns, tbe/r^r 
vi^MaJ council', they, united all the- authority 
in their own hands. 

The lieutenant of the marfhaUfa an^ 
the executioner having, arrived, he reflected 
for fome time on the means which ougl^ 
to be adopted to punilh the crime^ .whicH 
he was detertnined' (hould nQt pafs un^ 
chaftifed. Martial law was too arbitrary to 
correfpond with the regimen of libeity, and 
if he had delivered . the prifoners over to 
a military tribunal, he would have been re- 
proached 
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pfoached Jvukb piimifliin^ them in iir 9dbU 
trary.dittqner: 

He therefore^ after doe ddifaeration, tiflbiBr 
bled the people imder MtnB Ia the f<piaM, 
prefented the lieutenant of the marlhaliea to 
them, and ^oke as follow i ' 

Citizens ! the towW of Cher^oo^g- lia^ 
been diihonoured hy tbe con^minioA^f a 
jgreat crime, and we -have aH pAedged'our- 
felves not to ftiffer^ttdh chorraities to e&ape 
impQttiOied. It* iS you 'Wljo have been of- 
fended. It belongs t*e you therefore to fit in 
judgment on the guilty. The forms of th* 
marlhal's court will be followed in the pro- 
ccls, butiihc lieutenaiit Will orily be permit* 
ted to point out that n»0(le which is the moft 
proper in the prefent circumftances^ becaufe 
it is the moft eKpeditious. S*lea twelve 
fudges and an afleflbr^ fron^ among the ad- 
Tocates ; they will fuperintend the -proceed- 
ings. I will afterwards rcaffemble, and in- 
*fbrm you of the refult, and you (hall ppo- 
Hotmce finally on their doom. 

H6/caufed this propofition to be co;nmit- 

ted' to writing, and demanded thel public 

»• .opinion 
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pinion «1<^ ta Wnitii^ by meatiii o£ zyks 
And a M. : .. , .; I 

Tl^is foroi wals adopted. AtthercxpiiuM 
tton of ^gbt *da]rs» he .again convoked thio 
peiipkt who: .proitaunccd thmr verdidt io 
manner , prop^xfed. Ihe two laa^eadcta^of 
the tnuttny M/ere hoivged; t&t^-bek)i)ged to 
i'b^> neighbouring county^ and ^had bben 9ob^ 
bed ^D die Ixigfaway. Ten vviere wh&ppe^ 
brteded, and &rit to the gallks at BtdSH 
AUr the fdft were bsniihed^ and a&er a'nis> 
Olid? Ibafcohm tblrquarries^ti^o hundred and 
^tyjinore dfi ^ fofptcious dafcrfption were 
j^laded iff; the fttaenit. . jponr ^onaen 
igvefe alio ^whipped, 4)n«ded, and convcjred 
ID the houfeof carroaion.at Caen. 

If the other qommahding officers tmd diA 
^yed ^he ^fkthe firmndfs^ and jadgme)^ 
in all the towns thrdugh^atthe kingdtktf, 
^the people would kave remained every wKfeft 
iraafters of ^the pqpulace, and the revolutioi#, 
ihfiead of the hideoas form it>has ^uaMd» 
*»^ould have been a iimfde regen^yatiqn :«£ 
ithe monarchy. In truth, the jacotmistft 
this penod were merely a patriotic boi^ 
rperhaps a little too fieiy in thdr zeal, Jutt 

they 
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they confided :of the moft upright men of 
France, and the conftituent afTembly, and 
were not yet debauched i}y the introduce 
tt0ta of ruffians, who have converted fhat 
club into a monftrous a^bciation, that ha$ 
liecome the enemy of all focial order. 
' On the 12 th of Auguft a tragical ^ent 
CM^urred at Caen^. where the people dif* 
jilayed.one of the firft examples of its bar* 
barity in its. Vengeance. The junior major 

* of the regiment of Bourbon infantry was 
called Belzunce; his rank exchided him 
from all command^ but he had uftirped the 

' rights t>f a meek fpdrited lieutenant-colonel. 
.This young man was witty, and pofTeiTed an 
interefting. figure, but his charadter was 
haughty, violent, and enterpriiing. He af* 
^bded everywhere to exhibit the moft de- 
cided averfion to the conftituent affcmbly, 
m qtarked attachment to defpotifm, and the 
utmoft fcorn for.the people. He carefTed 
jlhe foldiers of his own regitnent, efpecially 
ihe; grenadiers, and never appeared in the 
greets but on horfeback, accooapanied by a 
fdrv^nt vwth a ferocious afpcd, and bgth of 
then^ cogipl^tely armed from head to foot^ 

the 

; 
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the nobility of Cacti completely fuinod hitn: 
by flattering his daogerous pafiions. 

Dumouries^ who bad feen him often M, 
ihtintindanfs hqufe, frequently reprimanded 
and beftowed much ufelefs advice upon him.^ 
He hid even thought proper at his dcpar* 
ture to obferve to the duke of Harcpurt,' 
that the culpable temerity of this young 
man might prove extremely pernicious^ and 
he h^d advifed him to find out ibme pre- 
text for fending . him away. The duke, 
however, did not think proper to comply; 
although, on reqeiving intelligence from 
den, Dumouriez had reiterated his opinion 
in writing, and prefied him to difpatch him 
with letters to the minifter, who would 
eaiily find a pretext for detaining him at 
Paris. .. 

Belzunce became daily more infupportable 
to the people. He had quitted his lodgings 
in the town, on purpofe to refide in the bar* 
racks along with the grenadiers ; he jb9Z% 
fufpeded of a dcfign to attempt fome fudden 
enterprise. The fadt however is,, that on 
the I ith of Augufl-, at ten o'clock at nighty 
the barrack in which he livedo was perceived 

Vol. II. F to 
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M kave^Ughtt in all the apartments» and the 
foidiers w6re dre0ed and under arms* Whe^ 
dier it was that he had anticipated the ill 
iiitentioils of the people^ or that he himfelf 
was adually bufied in the hoftile projeds 
which had been long attributed to him, ia 
bard to determine. 

The inhabtcadts dew to arms^ and fur- 
founded the place. An officer having falliecf 
fbith> an attempt was made to fiop him. Ho 
diicharged a piftol at a iientinel of the na* 
tjonal guards milTpd him, and was killed. 
Several fhot were fired from the barracks, 
^and the alarm-bell was rung. The whole 
town aflembled in arms^ and cannon were 
brought up. The regiment at bngth capi* 
tulated^ and delivered up tl\e unfortunate 
Belzunce, who was torn in pieces^ and bis 
remains wei^ afterwards carried in triumph 
tiirough the city. It is pretended that a wo- 
ftun, or rather a fury, devoured his heart. 
The people then repaired to the duke do 
Harcourt, who was expofed to fome perfonal 
danger, and obliged him to fend away tbo 
regiment 

Dumouriet on the 13-th learned this hen- 
8 riblc 
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tibit cataftropHe, and immcdiitdly cxpefted^ 
tf Ctfttiiftotidtti fiebiuft it haa bfeen'remar'Kaa^ 
tli'A the' little tdwris' cbnftantly foriowed'the^ 
ci«bifle (Jf* tlfe'gr^t' <3nft. Accafdirigljr da 
the 14th the people of Cherbourg affemMed* 
ih'cliiftdrs; and the agitatdrs^peffuaded them, 
that th^ odght' to diffruflt tHe' troops afier 
v^Kat Had jiiff happened at'CaehVahd tKat 
nVilhcr the fbrtV nbf magazines fKould Be' 
ehtrufted to their cafe". / ' [ 

;*I^hefe were at' this time five huhdrccf' 
thbufarid muIket'carVridges in barrels', in fort' 
Gklefi whicli vyTas drily guarded by a corporal 
aYid *fouf priV'iateS; It was hdvtever fitiiafed 
beyond the town, and very near the bar- 
riitlts of the*manne ^^r/y, where the duke de 
Betivtcm,' always imprudent from' timidity, 
h^ad beeh^ftf uriwife^ as to pdft two cbmpa- 
nifci' of grcriadicts, ahd two ptece's ofa^tll* 
lity; which ekhibited^afi air of diftfuft to the * 
pfc6ple, whb in theff turn began to be ftiipi- 
dous ofthefc hbftile preparation^. 

It hap'j^ened to be a holiday. A hundred. 

of th6 citizens without arms, weiit and furr 

rounded fort Galet, while the captains and 

officers of the national guard' figaiiiedt6 

F a their 
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their general, that as the late occurrc^nce at 
Caen had ^.engendered fufpicions againft 
tjie. troops, the people themfclves were rc- 
folved to guard the forts and the maga* 
2^ines. 

*' Your jealoufy is ill founded/* replied he 
in a very cool tnanner, ** I am ready to an- 
fwer for the foldiers ; they will not do any 
thing without my orders, and yoa may rely 
upon me: however your demand is juft; 
hut ^s it. is neceflary that Qur magazines be 
not. plundered, pofleffion fhould be taken in 
ajl the cuftomary form§, iand an cxa6l inven- 
tory drawn up." They inilantly confented 
to this arrangement. 

He then defined the fuperiour officers of 
the national guard to go themfelves, »nd re<p 
licve the ports occupied by the troops of the 
line J and he fcnt Mr. Defhaycs, a commif- 
fioner of the marine, and a man of a fage 
and prudent turn, to infped the inventory | 
he himfelf Kilned all the neceffary orders, as 
alfo a general one to the commanding officers 
of the troops of the line, in the forts, enjoin^ 
ihg them to allow themfclves to be relieved 
by the national militia. The whole opera- 
' " , tioQ 
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tion was executed with the utmoft tranquil* 
litVy and the people were fatisfied. 

He then went to the abbey, and Informed 
the duke de. Beuvron of what he had done, 
with a defign to prevent a greater evil ; and 
after walking to fort Galet, returned home, 
and drew up a plan of the difpofition for 
guarding the forts and magazines, which 
employed 1 50 citizens per day. 

At the end of about three days, the militia, 
who had their own trades and domeftic affairs 
to fuperintend, finding that the duty occu- 
pied too much of their time, came and be- 
ibught the general, as a favour, that h6 would 
difcharge them from the burden of fuch a 
fervice, and reftore the guard of the fort and 
magazines to the troops. This was exa6lly 
what he had expefted ; he accordingly con- 
fented to their demand, and put every thing 
on in its former footing, without once re- 
proaching them with their mifpkced dif- 
truft. 

Throughout the . whole kingdom the la- - 
furreftions followed exactly the fame courfe. 
At this very epoch the inhabitants of Va- 
lence in pauphine, a grand e(kbli(hment for 

F 3 the 
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the cafting of artillery, aftuatcd by the felf- 
fame principle of fufpicion, made a fimiUr 
propolition to Mr. de Voifins, a marechal dc 
camp. He was imprudent enough to refufe 
compliance, and even' to point thp artillery 
qf the citadel againft the people* The can- 
noneers however refiifed to fire, and Mr* de 
Vpifins with two other officers was killed : 
had he aded like Dumoufiez^ the moment 
that this commotion had been appealed, he 
might have refumed the poffeffion of the 
magazines. It was this falfe zeal of the 
royalifts that rendered them odious in every 
place, proved fatal to the king, and ended 
by running every thing. 

Frona this moment Cherbourg enjoyed 
uninterrupted tranquillity, with the excep- 
tion of a few intrigues which might have 
produced very fcrious confequences. It vvas 
owing to the acceptance of the place of com^ 
mandant-general of the national guard, ^nd 
the prudence of Dumouriez, that the pqblic 
money, the magazines of all kinds, the duke 
de Beuvron, and he himfelf, were iaved. But 
as every other, this popular authority alope 
excepted, was foon after annihilated, his 

condud 
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conda6fc was depidled to the duke de Beuv- 
ron as an inftancc of the forefight of an am- 
bitious man, who was eager to fupplant him: 
and the perfons, who ought to have inter- 
fered, to re-eftabli(h an union between them^ 
fet in motion all the ferpents of calumny. 

The credit and prudence of Dumouriez 
prevented this fchifm from degenerating 
into a civil war on the part of the nobility 
of Cotentin on one fide, and the people of 
Cherbourg on the other. 

After having organifed the national guardi 
he refigned his command, which would have 
obliged him to a conftant relidence, and 
Slight have been the means of bringing thp 
disputes between the two fSdlions to an 
iiTue. Having therefore obtained leave of 
abfence from the minifter of war, he left 
Cherbourg in the month of Novcnabw*- 
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CHAP IV. 
The Tear 1790. 



On his arrival at Parisj he revifited all bis 
friends. The elder Crillon prcfented him 
to the jacobins. He went however to their 
club but feldom, as he found them too vio- 
lent, and too noify ; he befides perceived 
that he fliould lofe his time. He never re- 
paired but once to the aflembly, in which 
he difcovered but too little dignity ; it was 
then, however, that it was bell compofed. 

He once more met at Paris an aged lite- 
rary man of the name of Laplace, who had 
formerly frequented the fame focieties with 
himfelf; he died in 1793, being then 87 
years old, with the title oi father of the men 
of Utters. The famous Barrere, who was 
then mild, and amiable, and who was much 
cfteemed in the conftituent aflembly, lodged 
above him in the fame houfe; he formed an 

acquaintance 
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acquaintance with him, Emeri of Metz, and 
Montcalm ; and theft, with Crillon and two 
or three others, dined with him every Tuef- 
day. They gravely difculTed all the quef- 
tions which were to be agitated in the af- 
fembly, and they fketched out the plan of 
fomc decrees. 

It was then that he drew up a refutation 
of one of Mirabean's orations, relative to the 
freedom of the negroes, and he predidled 
thlt the colonies would be loft if they ar- 
gued this queftion with all that vehemence 
with which every thing was difcufled in the 
aflembly. 

He fully agreed with him as to the pria^ 
ciple o£^rigbf, but he demonftrated the im- 
poffibility of applying it immediately to our 
Eaft and Weft India iflands. He faid : 

** Alleviate the lot of the negroes, en- 
courage their population, give them the fee 
(imple of lands, and at the end of half a 
century, when you have a fufficient num- 
ber of native blacks, to preclude the ne- 
ceffity of importing Africans, you may pro- 
hibit fuch an intercourfe, as contrary to the 
rights of man ; or if you permit this com- 
merce 
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^nerce to be continued, the moment that 
the negroes fet foot in your colonics, let 
then be put in pofieflion of fomc property, 
and yott may^naA that the colonifts who 
purchafe them, ihall be obliged at the 
«nd of a certain fixed term, fuch as two or 
three years, to give them their freedom; 
you can order partial cnfranchifements 
among the old fUves, and die mixture of 
blood will do the reft. As to the mulat- 
toes, there b neither juftice, nor policy, nor 
good feafe, in denying them the rights of 
citizens/' 

He treated exa£lly in the fame manner 
the queftioo relative to the property of the 
clergy. He laid it down as a bafis, that this 
in fad was national property, and on this 
point he ciUd the opinion of the fenate of 
Venice in 1534. Here follows what was 
advanced, fupported, and approved by that 
wile body, which was far fuperipur in point 
of knowledge to the age in which it lived* 
** The large portion of goods beftowed on 
the church cannot be exempted from the 
burdens of the ftate, without incr?afiug the 
preiTure of contributions on the part of the 

remainder 
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remainder of t^e <:itiz90S : the milkary Ar- 
vic5 ^)?ing cfiabli&ed for the fafety of alt 
no perfon can be difpenfed from contribut- 
ing to it^ - Tbe WJjtenjion of diofc, who be* 
4}jaeathed property to the church, coul4 
never have been to have inkpoveriihed the 
ftate by dimlmfkifig its rev^ues; and if it 
w^r? pojdlble for man to have conceiired {o 
^fl]\x(k an idea* it belongs to the ftate to 
apply a reipedy^ in refiiming, in refped to 
fkh property) tfi^Jf rights wbicb are inalien^ 
fiik by their very nature.*^- 

In addiuon to this authority, refpe(flable 
on the part of a fehate renowned for its or- 
thodo:^^, the exaaifde of Ruflia and of Eng« 
H94 *% whfire the priefls receive falaries^ is 
fi)$cient to overturn all the arguments of 
the clergy,, who wifh to make a fpiritual 
^fFair gi what involves temporal intercfts 
ajone : but he at the fame time thought, 
that ahhpugh th« natipn had a right to de* 
clarc itfelf the proprictpr of fueh property 
%« exifted without heirfhip, it >yas both un-< 

♦ T|ic author is here mifinformed as to the ^ahliJheJt 
thurch of England ; the priefts of all other tJenomina- 
tions aie however marfy in this precUcaHEMDit.— 7f»»^ 

juft 
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juft and impolitic to defpoil thofe who en- 
joyed the ufufr\x&. He accordingly pro- 
pofed : 

i^. That by a conftitutional law, the 
aflembly fhould declare all the property of 
the clergy National property* 

2°. That they (hould by a fecond decree 
declare, that the pofleflion of more than one 
benefice (hould be confidered as Jimony^ in 
conformity to the canons of the church, and 
that in confequence of this, thofe who held 
more than one (hould be allowed to make 
their option, and refign all the reft. 

3^. That By a third decree, they (hould 
follow the example of the laft two or three 
kings of France, in refped to the fuppref- 
£on of fuch convents as did not po(refs a fuf- 
ficient number of inmates, and of all ufele(8 
religious orders. In the courfe of this very 
century, the Jefuits, the Celeftines, the Ca- 
maldule friars, and the order of St. Ruth, 
had been abolished; and when once the 
monks were all fupprefled, the evil would 
^lot have been very great. 

4^. That by another decree they fhould 
prohibit females from taking the vows be^ 

fore 
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fore thirty, and males before forty years of 

age. An edid of Louis XV. had already 

fixed this period at twenty-five years of age* 

5^. That the caife des ^commats of the 

clergy (hould become national for the re^ 

ceipts^ difburfements, and management, of 

all ^ the benefices of the clergy vacated by 

deaths or in confequence of the four pre-? 

ceding decrees; that an» account (hould be 

delivexed in yearly of the ftate of this pro-* 

perty^ that out of it the provincial curacies 

fliould be endowed, and the feminaries fnp* 

ported, and that the number of pariicipanta 

(hould be fixed» in proportion to the num« 

ber of priefts who might be deemed ne-« 

cefiary in each province; and when this 

operation had been concluded^ and the fer* 

vice of public wQr(hip .fixed on a (olid 

foundation, a pried who.faid mafs (hould 

not receive lefs than twelve* hundred, or 

an archbifhop more than thirty thoufan4 

livres/ and a portion of the furplus (hould 

be put up to audion every year. ]^ut as 

the nation would in the mean time be in 

want of mone)r, he proppfed that a loan 

(hould take place of four hundred millions^ 

which 
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which iilighf te borrowed' on thfc^ cdijfe da 
kdnomaU, and' would be" filled with rapidity j 
this would 6aye- rendered the very perildui 
JMCafilrcr df the creati<Jn of ajignats unifedef- 
fary. The clergy in general would not 
itave-bccii plitndered; ificr monartcritfs would 
lit all' probability have become cxtindk, aritf 
vn&. veryimptaperly termed the' fettj t^r^y^ 
iK)t>uld' Have been^ contested and attacht^ tty 
die conftittition which^ thti^ conferred' onf 
them a dfeccnt Kvfclihotod. 
' This" fcheiftc appearcd>too modettite and? 
tbo flow : it had one great fault in the eyeif 
df flich legiflators, for' it did not deftmy atrf 
fbin^t and it was their' fyftetn to deftrby 
eveiy thing. 

The property df'ther clergy wasr decreed 
ta be national property; and'itwas pur up 
to auiftion by tHe luuip. But when- die/ 
catne to calculate the fliiaries and petrflons'of 
the priefls, ais they were offly to receive^ofte 
twi^h annually of the amocunt' foldi and 
iiS no refervatibn- had been ntade' out of 
^hich they could raife a fuoi' fufficient to 
pay this annua! debt' of more tharf a hun- 
dred and' tlnrty million-^, the pei-nraneAt 
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cottvcmSoft adopted means worthy of itfelf ; 
this was to attack rcligiont on purpofc to 
dtfpcnft with the payment of its mioiftersr. 
Ttey cfcftroyed the ark, that they might get 
rid of thcLcvrtes! 

In the winter of 1 789-90, Mr. dc Laport6» 
mattre del requites, the oldeft and bcft of 
^umouriez tricnd^, became ilcward of the 
king^ houfchold. TIrcy had been educated 
together at the coHegc of Louis le^rand^ and 
although often fepanrted on account of fheit 
dificrent profcflions, they had not forgotten 
carh other* Laporte, who had been firft 
intendant of the marine at Breft, and after- 
wards a mimftcr, pofiefled great knowledge, 
the moft unbounded probity, and attach- 
ment to the perfon of Louis XVI. which 
was carried to adoration. 

Thefe two friends now met oftener than- 
before, and were continually occupied about 
the fafcty of this unfortunate prince. Du- 
mouriez, who united the dcfirc of beholding 
the monarchy fettled by means of a free 
and folid conftitution with the love of his 
king, whom he efteemcd, prefented Laportc 
in January 1790 with a note for that mo-- 

narch. 
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narch, in which he reprefeoted to him the 
ncccflity of adopting the conftitution with- 
out hefitation, and advifed him to repair to 
the aflemhly without any previous notice, 
and th/^re take a voluntary oath to maintain 
it. 

The king .did fo, and this event was ac^ 
companied by the greatcft fuccefs. If he, 
had continued to ad: firmly and frankly,, 
he would have outwitted both the jacobins 
and the republicans, and have been at this 
moment feated on the throne; but the bad 
advice, inililled into his ear by the per- 
fidious counfeliors who furrounded him ; his 
flight after having of his own accord reiterated 
the oath ; and, in fhort, his continual ter- 
giverfations, contributed to convert this cir- 
cumflance to his own difadvantage, and 
produced faults, that did not however de- 
ferve that death, which no Frenchman had* 
a right to pronounce upon him. 

Dumouriez then thought, and ftill conti- 
nues of opinion, that the fituation of a confti- 
tutional king governing a free people, incapa- 
ble of doing wrong, enabled pnlytorecom- 
penfe, and nominating to all the offices in a 

great 
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great kingdom, was tht moft folid and iha^ 
jcftic of all poffible fituations; Providenw 
did not permit this prince to be penetrated 
With fittiilar feniimcnts, or allow the French 
t6 be juft and humane towards a king, who 
Was a good but mifguided man. 

He alfo by means of his friend Laporte 
communicated a very ufeful piece of advice 
to the king and queen^ which was howevet 
frejefled. The queen, fincc fhc refided at 
the Thuilleries, had begun to gain a little 
on the affeflions of the people; they had 
admired her courage during the frightful 
tumults of the 5th and 6th of Oflobfer 
1789; they pitied her: he wifhed to aug^ 
xifient the regard they now feemcd to enter- 
tain, by procuring for her an opportunity 
of being beloved without being degraded. 
Matel'nal love is the moil powerful of all 
engines, even among the moft favage na- 
tions, and the French were then ftill in po^** 
feffion of the milder virtues. 

In the ftreet Mwtrhartre^ where Dumourie^ 
lodged, there was a little battalion of boys, 
all fons of merchants, or of reputable citi- 
zens j they were well educated,^ woil clothed. 
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and in ftiort were charming children. They 
often went to exercife in the Champs-elifiesg 
on the other fide of the Thuilleries. He 
fuggefted that the queen (hould carry the 
dauphin thither at the beginning of fpring, 
as if led by mere curiofity i that (he fhould 
carefs the children, and through the me- 
dium of her own fon, give them little pre- 
fents, and a treat now and then; in fine, 
without any appearance of defign, ihe might 
permit the dauphin to form an acquaint* 
ance with fome of them > (he alio might 
flatter the mothers -by complimenting the 
children, and in a little time could exprefs a 
defire that her fon (hould enter into this 
handfome battalion, which would have over- 
whelmed the good Parifians of that day 
with joy, for they would have rejoiced to 
have feen the heir apparent dreifed in the 
national uniform with a little muiket in his 
hand, at firft a fimple foldier, and afterwards 
afcending through all the intermediate de- 
grees until he arrived at the command. 

He drew up a very interefting but fhort 
memorial founded on this propofition, in 
which he quoted the example of Sefoftris, 

who 
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Mfho being educated with all the children 
born on the fame day with himfelf, after- 
wards made them the companions of his 
vidtories ; of Cyrus the Great, who with the 
youth of Media, that had been brought up 
along with himfelf, had conquered Alia ; of 
Peter the Great, who fervcd as a fimple fol- 
dier in the German company of his favourite 
Lcfort, and who was only a lieutenant-co- 
lonel when he vanquifhed Charles XII. at 
Pultowa; in ftiort, of the princes of the 
houfe of Brandenburg, and the other Ger- 
man princes, all of whom receive a fimilar 
education. 

The queen rcjedled this propofition with 
difdain, and fhe told Laporte, chat ihe 
fhould always hold the uniform of the 
affaffins of the king's body guards in detefta- 
tion. If the had poffeffcd a fufficient degree 
of prudence to have vanquifhed this unjufti- 
fiable repugnance (for the national guards, 
on the contrary, had adually faved the 
gardes-du-corps) j the courtiers, who are every 
where a monkey race,, would have followed 
the example, every body would have adopted 
the national uniform, and a connection and 
G 2 a cordiality 
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a corcliality would have been the fcAiit, 
which would have arreftcd the progrefs of 
diftruft, hatred, and criminality. Alas! flic 
in a fhort time afterwards beheld her huf- 
band and her fon drefled iii this very uni- 
form, without its anfwering any ufeful pur- 
pofe, being obliged to do fo by force, and 
confequently with difgrace. 

Three months fubfequent to his admif- 
fion among the jacobins, the elder Crillon 
told Dumouriez, that he and his brother, the 
bifliop of Autun, the dukes dc Rochefoucault 
and Liancourt, Em.ery, and many others, alt 
of them refpedtable members of theaflcmbly, 
intended to feparate themfelves from the jaco- 
bins, and found another fociety* He inftant- 
ly perceived all the inconvenience that was 
likely to arife from this fchifm ; he there- 
fore reprefented to him, that if the condud 
of the jacobins appeared now to be too vio- 
lent, it would become ftill more fo when 
their prefence no longer counterbalanced the 
influence of the hot headed members ; that, 
however moderate the fpirit of their new 
club might be, it would loon degenerate fo, 
«as ,to produce two factions, which would 
8 thwart 



Digitized by VjOOQ tC 



( 8j ) 

^wart each other in the affembly, aqd d£^ 
ford advantage to tl^e counter revolutionary 
p^rtys that the jacobins^ thus weakened by 
fo numerous a defertiont would beat up for 
recruits among all the newfwriters and 
pamphleteers of Paris, and becon^e danger^ 
oqs, as there would no longer be any chec^: 
upon their aftions, and having a ntyf party 
to combat, they would be zealous to bring 
all their ftrength into the field on purpofe to 
oppofe it. 

Thefe objedions proved fruitlefs. Crillon 
junior^ yj\io was very rich, and had a fuperb 
hotel, founded a club that met there. The 
jacobins had fagacity enough to fet>d a de- 
putation requefting them to rejoin the mo- 
ther focietyi but their application was treated 
with fcprn. 

This club increafing in point of num- 
bers, ipngendcred that of 1789, out of the 
afhes of which fprung the Feuillans.' The 
jacobins, thus irritated, no longer kept any 
terms with them, and in the end diilurbed 
and finally deftrpyed all thefe clubs. Du- 
ipouriez ccafed to freqqent the jacobins, but 
he would not join any of the new focieties. 
G 3 Thefe 
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Thcfc trifling follies produced great cfft&s, 
and precipitated all the movements of a cri« 
minal revolution, the beginning of which 
announced itfelf in puerile difputes. 

Dumouriez at this time" refided in Paris, 
without enjoying any public (lation what* 
ever, for the military commands were in a 
manner fuppreffed, and he did not receive 
any of his appointments. He was obliged, 
on purpofe to pay the annuity he allowed to 
his wife, and his fourth*, as well as his pri- 
vate cxpcnces, to fell his plate, which how- 
ever would not have proved nearly fufficient 
had it not been for the generofity of a fe- 
male friend with whom he lived, and to 
whom he had been under the greatcft obliga- 
tions during fcvcn years, as (he has facri- 
ficcd hcrfelf entirely on his account. 

He then frequently met Lafayette, tp 
whom he was greatly attached, and whom 
he ftill loves, although that general after- ^ 
wards became, and that too very unde* 
. fcrvedly, his moft bitter enemy. He has al- 
ways done him juftice. Lafayette poflefles 

♦ This was the patriotic gift of one fourth of the in- 
come of all citizens.— Trtf»/". 
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knowledge, virtue, a great cooloefs^ and an 
abundance of courage. He is generous, 
mild, and affable. His greateft fault is^ that 
heaffeftstobe fubtle, and ihat he is deficient 
in experience, which prevents him from 
judging of the characters of mankind. With 
the befl poflible intentions, he has com- 
mitted great errours in the courfe of the re- 
volution. The open war which he waged 
with tlie jacobins, was very imprudent in 
his (ituktion. 

It is to be obferved however, that Du- 
mouriez, who reproaches him with this fault, 
afterwards fubjedled himfclf to the fame in- 
convenience; but their conduct (iiffered in 
this, that Lafayette's was voluntary, and 
Dumouriez fbrced ; it was not fo much the 
jacobins that Lafayette hated, as Mirabeaa 
and Lameth, who were then in vogue ; the 
two latter fince that time conduded them- 
felves very ill. His hatred therefpre ori- 
ginated in a fpirit of fadion. That of Du- 
mouriez was iiifpired by indignation. 

He often adviied Lafayette to become 
friends with the jacobins, at lead in appear- 
ance ; they were not then what they have 
G 4. fince 
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^tice becdme. Depending on the ettcntvF 
bis crediti he rejeSed this cQuniel s and yef, 
when Lameth no longer influenced this ip* 
cietjr» he was weak enough to prefent himfdf 
there to be interrogated like ^ criminal by. 
Danton, andto fubjed^ himfdf to nunaberleft 
affronts. 

The colonies about this time began (q 
ghr^ uneafinefs to the legiflatijre. BrWot^ 
who was as yet nothing more than a dan*- 
gerous newfwritcr, and who^ that he might 
become important^ carried all the fcheipes 
of the innovators to excefs, had been one of 
the founders of the fociety of the friends of 
the negroes. From this fociety ifTued Oger 
the mulatto, who failed to the Weft Indies 
with the defign of inflaming the minds of 
his brethren who were opprcffed by the 
white inhabitants of St. Domingo. His 
death ierved only to increafe the flame* 
Not only the friends of the negroes had inr 
cited the other mulattoes to vengeance, but 
they had alfo worked upon the lower ordecs 
of the whites, and the negroes. 

At Martinico they had employed a mode 
of difcord exaftly the reverfe of this. They 

there 
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dwfK rekindled a diyiiion which had tndecii 
«iw9y8 ftibfifted among, the whites them^ 
ielves. The colonifts or planters were of« 
ten at the mercy of the merchants; they 
p{^id their debts but badly, and perhaps hope4 
to find a pretext in a revolution, for not 
paying them at all. The others exa£ted 
whatever was owing to them with too 
Bmch harihnefs, and thus a civil war was 
eafiiy brought about between Fart Royal^ 
the rdidence of the planters, and St. Piirr0, 
where the merchants livtsd. The colonifts 
readily procured the aid of the mulattoe^, 
who were planters, and debtors, like them- 
felvcs; but the better to infure this^ the^ 
idlowed them to participate in all the rights 
of citizen(hip. 

Thus at St. Domingo, hc^ilities took 
place between the whites on one fide, and 
the mulattoes and negroes on the otheri; 
while at Martinico, the whites waged w^r 
with one another, the planters ,and mi;f« 
lattoes pppofing the merchants, againfl: 
whom the governqfient alfo declarcsd % the 
political fyilem, and the motives of divifion, 
were abfolutely pppolite to each -other in 

thefe 
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thcfc two colonics. The people of colour 
were AriftocraU at Martinico, and Democrats 
at St. Domingo. 

Dumouriez was obliged to ftudy the Tub- 
jc<St, and inveftigate this chaos, becaufe his 
friends in the aflembly propofcd to confer 
upon him the command of fix thoufand men, 
whom they were about to fend to the colonies^ 
on purpofe, as they faid, to reftore tranquil- 
lity ; but that was what neither of the two 
parties wifhed for. He had then an oppor« 
tunity of converfing with the members of the 
committee of the colonies, of whom Barnave 
was the chief. This young man, who has 
fince perKhed on a fcafibld, a viflim to thofe 
very jacobins who adored him in 1790, 
pofTefTed great oratorical talents^ little know- 
ledge, and abundance of prcfumption. He 
was i\it'fpoikd €hild oi the conftituent aflem- 
bly, becaufe the enemies of Mirabeau en- 
deavoured to bring him forward, with a view 
to oppofe that leader. 

Barnave had no fixed plan whatever. 
Dumouriez delivered in writing a certain 
number of queftions, without the prelimi- 
nary decilion of which he was determined 

not 
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not to take upon himfclf fo delicate a miflion. 
He alfo required inftru6lions, drawn up by 
the members of the colonial committee, in 
which they were to infert the principles of. 
the decree which was to fix the fate of the 
colonies^ He confidered it necefiary, that 
they fhould re-eftabli(h an uniformity in the 
loi of the mi-ilattoes, or people of colour, at 
St. Domingo and Martinico. By declaring 
them citizens, he afTured them, that the flam^e 
of civil war would be entirely extinguifhed 
at St. Domingo, beca^fe the union of the 
whites and mulattoes would enfure the 
redudlion of the few negroes who were 
prepared for revolt, more efpecially when 
fuppo ted by the government; and that by 
thefe means they would be able to baffle the 
dangerous and mad defigns oi the friends of 
the negroes^ who feemed to point at little 
lefs than the maffacre of all the whites. 

As foon as the rights of citizens had been 
accorded to the mulattoes, and th"" fate of 
the moft important of all the colonies deter- 
mined, it would be eafy, he thought, to put 
an end to the civil war in Martinico, as it wa» 
carried on gnly between the whites; that 

this 
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this depended much on the prudence and 
firmn^fs of the govcmour, ^ who ought to 
employ the forces of the nation, not to 
fupport one party againft another, but to 
oblige them both to ceafe hoflilities, and 
convert a ftate of warfare into a criminal 
profecution before judges appointed by thp 
king and the ailembly. 

Barnave and the reft obje£led, that it did 
not belong to them, but the minifter, to 
draw up inftruflions for a general. So 
much the wprfe for them both if they 
fhould be deceived, for they were rc^ 
fponfible ! 

*• Will you, or will you not, fave the 
colonies, and confer a lafting benefit on your 
country?'' faid Dumouriez. ** The ii^- 
(Iruftions now demanded of you, ' do not 
refpeft the civil or military conduft of the 
general ; they relate folely to the principles 
on which you ought to found your decree, 
fo that his a£tions may not be in dire6t con* 
tradition with your conftitutional law, 
whenever it fhall make its appearance/* 

This very reafonable pxopofition having 
been negatived, he then befought his friends 

td 
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to ceafc their foHcitatiohs on his behdf, as 
he fta longer wifhed to accept of the ap- 
pcrihtfecni. It Wai cbnferred on Bchague, 
i man of nierit, and a good officer, who 
dc(|uired the appellation of Arijiocrate^ 
sifter he had exerted himfelf to the utmoft. 

1ft this affair, as well as in all others 
whieh he Was enabled to probe to the bot- 
foni, Dumouri^z perceived with grief, thit 
the court and the conftituent aflembly were 
two enemies, who were employed in laying 
fnares for each other ^ that both of thetrt 
had the goad of their country in their mouths, 
but that neither was occupied about the 
attainment of it j that the French, who be* 
gan to glory in the name of citizens^ had 
not become fuch; that the court had not 
adapted itfelf to circumflances, and that flill 
preferving its charafter for the Want of 
fordfight, notwithftanding the terrible IcC*- 
fons of adverfity, it flattered itfelf to regain 
its loH: authority, by allowing, the legifla^ 
tdrs to run headlong into the commiflioft 
of abfbrditieS, trufting to the hope, that 
the nation Would fbon be difgufted with the 
caldnlities produced by anarchy. On the^ 

other 
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•thcr hand, thcfc very fame Icgiflators, with 
great, perhaps with too great talents, alio 
confidered anarchy and diforder as die 
means of rendering the court utterly con*- 
temptible, and of gaining the exclufive con- 
fidence of the nation. He confequently 
anticipated great evils, and a circumflance 
that then occurred induced him either to 
look for a remedy in external events, or at 
leaft to a fituation that might prevent himi 
from being a witnefs of the approaching; 
calamities. 

The infurre£tion of the Belgic provinces 
had preceded that of France; it appeared 
Id have, or at lekft to be fufceptible of a 
greater union, and confequently of a more 
quick, and complete fuccefs. The imperial 
troops, obliged to give way before a general 
attack, which was accompanied by the de- 
fertion of the Walloon regiments, had been 
forced to retire into Luxemburg, the only 
one of the ten provinces which ftill remain- 
ed under the dominion of the houfe of 
Auftria. This revolution neither announ- 
ced diforder, nor profcription, nor deftruc* 
tion. The three orders of the nation were 

united 
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lAiited in the fame principles of liberty; 
all the people were armed» money was cir- 
culated in great plenty, and a Pruffian ge- 
neral, who pofTefled fome reputation, com-^ 
manded an army in Luxemburg, not of 
national guards, but oJF regemented and 
regular troops. It was iit this point of 
view that the Belgic revolution appeared 
to thofe who beheld it at a diftance. 

We were not then 9t war with the court 
of Vienna ; the alliance flill fubfifted in ap- 
pearance, but the Auftrian cabinet had dif-* 
played the moft decided averfion to the late 
innovations. It openly fupported the caufe 
of the emigrant princes; it excited the king 
of Prullia, and the other powers of Europe, 
againft the national affembly and its la* 
bours; faithful to its treaty with the king 
of France, it feparated the interefts of the 
prince from thofe of the people; it affected 
to look upon him as a prifoner; to confider 
all the fteps taken by the French to form 
a monarchical conftitution, as fo many at- 
tacks upon royalty; and it embraced every 
occafion to treat, and that too without any 
circumlocution, the whole French nation 

as 
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as if it had beeii in a ftate of rvbd-^ 
lion. 

It had already begun, at Rekhdftbftch^ td 
concert means for oppofing the revolution i 
and it afterwards formed a ftrong Goa-i> 
lition at Pilnitz^ on purpofe to annihitate 
It. 

In addition to all this» it v^as Ateplf in^ 
terefted in the iifuei It was cenaln^ that 
the fuccefs of the French revolution mufl: 
necefTarily include that of the Low Coun-* 
tries» becaufe as the two natiorls were neigh<^ 
bours, and both of them in a ftate of infur^ 
re£tion, they would be naturally induced td 
iupport each other. 

The court of Vienna, however, had adopt'^ 
ed a bad.fyftem of politics i it would haM 
difcovered far more wifdom to have come 
to an explanation with the Belgians, and to 
have reftored all the franchifes of an antient 
conftitution, to which they were ftrongly 
attached, and which indeed ftrengthened 
the fovftreignty of the houfe of Auftria over 
thofe charming provinces. The emperor 
JPrancis II, who has adopted this juft and 
paternal jnode of conduct, will reap the 

benefit 
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benefit of it; and this good and loving 
people will out of gratitude enfure to him 
the unfhaken poffeffion of the moft brilliant 
inheritance of his anceftors *. 

It would have been alfo prudent to have 
defifted from intermeddling in the internal 
affairs of France, and, inflead of encouraging 
the folly of the princes, by holding out hope 
of fuccour, which could only produce a war, 
to have advifed them to have returned, and 
rejoined the king. Their obflinacy could 
only augment his danger, by exafperating 
a violent nation, which it would have been 
better to have foftenedj it became treafon 
on their part, fmce they refifled the orders 
and prayers of their king 5 fince they ap- 
peared publicly in arms; fince they caufed 
affignats to be forged, a circumflance that 
afFcfled the commerce and the property of 
all Europe; fince they forced the nobility 
to abandon their employments, and their 
homes, in order to increafe their troops, - 

* It is obvious that this paflagc was written previous 
to the conclufion of the late campaign, which left 
Auftrian Flanders under the dominion of the French.— 
Tranf. 
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and their embarrafTments; (ihce by con- 
ftantly repeating that the king was no 
longer free, they infinuated an idea 
into the nation of bereaving him of his 
liberty; iince by a continual fucceilion of 
petty confpiracies in Paris, which were al- 
ways badly condu6ied, and proved con- 
ftantly unfuccefsful, they augmented the 
fufpicions of the people againft their un- 
fortunate monarch ; fince they advifed him 
to have recourfe to proteftation and flight, 
and infenfibly led him on toward his ruin. 

The court of Vienna, inftead of lofing, 
muft have gained,^ by the fettlement of the 
French conftitution on a folid foundation. 
Its alliance with France would then have 
been protC(Sted from the fluftuation of a 
verfatile court, the conduft of which varied 
with every change of minifters, faftions, 
roif^refles, or favourites. 

But none at that period contemplated 
the affairs of France with that coolnefs, and 
forefight, with' which they ought to have 
been examined. Frenchmen, foreigners, 
courts, minifters, princes, the conftituent 
affembly, and the people, were all blinded 
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by paflions and prejudices; all of therfl Have 
committed faults; all have confpired againft 
unhappy France; aU of them have torn 
her to pieces; all have affifted in plung- 
ing her into anarchy; this very anarchy 
at prefent menaces the whole of Europe, 
and its fury can only be extingui(hed in 
ftreams of blood. 

The court of Vienna took a too a6lWe, 
and to avoid circumlocution, a too hoftije 
part in the revolution, to preclude France 
from being juftificd in meditating reprifals,. 
by intermeddling in the^ Belgic diftur- 
bances. The Jacobin club had not as yet 
acquired that fatal aftivity which it has 
fince difplayed ; it had not as yet dreamed 
of becoming a propaganda^ and at this epoch 
it poflefled no manner of influence in re- 
gard to external politics. 

Montmorin, who condudled foreign af- 
fairs with a feeble hand, was much attached 
to the king ; but his undifcerning, and in- 
difcriminate affeftion proved fatal both to 
the monarch and the minifter. - He was 
eager to reftorc the royal authority, in. all 
the plenitude of its former arbitrary power, 
H 2 and 
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and thus lo cheat the conftitutional party* 
He confidered the duke of Orleans as an 
obftaclc to this defign, and wifhing at 
prefent for his abfence from France, he had 
found means to infpire him with the defire 
of becoming duke of Brabant. Emiffaries 
had accordingly been dlfpatched into Belgia, 
and the bafe Philip himfelf had been fcnt 
to the court of London, with inftru6lions 
in exprefs oppofition to that attachment 
which Montmorin profefled towards the 
lioufe of Auftria. This petty inftance of 
Macbiavelifnty this double game, had proved 
unfiiccefsful, and the whole intrigue was 
already forgotten, when Lafayette and Du- 
mouriez, for the firft time, entered into a 
ferious difcuffion relative to the Belgic 
provinces. 

The latter offered to g6 and examine 
the ftate of this revolution on the fpot : not 
to impofe upon the people a despicable 
fovereign, for there was no longer any 
queftion of this, and Lafayette hated the 
duke too much to uphold his interefts ^ but 
to afcertain the degree of confidence which 
might be placed in fuch an infurreflion, 

and 
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and in its chiefs, who now openly folicited 
the affiftance of France. 

The congrefs which afTumed the fovereign 
power had fcnt two deputies to Paris. 
Dumouriez converfed with them by means 
gf Lafayette. It was agreed that he fhould 
fet out for Bruffels ; he did not choofe howr 
ever to take this ftep without informing 
Montmorin, who at firft expreffed much 
averfion, but finally acceded to it; at the 
fame time however exa6ling a promife, that 
in v/hatever fituation he might find the 
affairs pf Bplgia, he would return to Paris, 
and give an acrcount of them, previoufly to 
entering into any perfonal treaty with the 
f:ongrefs. 

This indeed was his own exprefs intention. 
He was determined not to engage with the 
Belgians, without firft knowing whether he 
fhould be fupported by the French nation, 
as he had no inclination either to deceive that 
people on the one hand, or to expofe him- 
felf to any cenfure on the other. He re- 
colledled what had occurred in Poland. 
IJut it was his wifh, if the thing were 
pofTible, cither to produce a grand diverfion 
H 3 in 
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in favour of France, by means of^this coun- 
try, or to oblige the court of Vienna to 
defift from intermeddling with the French 
revolution ; and if it did not confent to this^ 
to expofe it, in its turn, to great embar- 
raffments, in cafe it fhould perfevere in its 
counter-revolutionary adlivity. 

He fet off in the month of June, with 
the two deputies from the Belgic congrefs, 
to whom he was prefented as a perfonT^^rrf- 
ly acknowledged by his court, and who was 
to be confulted by them on the fubjedls 
of war and politics. It needed no great 
penetration to difcover how much this 
congrefs was unworthy of the confidence 
of the people. Van-der-Noot appeared to 
him to be juft fuch another leader as Maf- 
faniello *, and Van-Eupen, a hypocrite and 
an impoftor. Thefe two men, who were the 
inftruments, and the creatures, of the courts 
of Berlin, and the Hague, deceived the 
Belgians in the grofleft manner, for they 
had driven from office all the higher or- 

♦ A fiflierman of Naples, who brought about a revo- 
lution in that city. — Tranf, 

ders 
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ders of the nobility, and all the able men of 
the great cities. The moft (hameful fpo- 
liation ruined their pecuniary refources ; a 
blind fanaticifin precluded - the idea of a 
wife piolicy; and an infolent mob fupport- 
ed a cruel defpotifm. 

Dumouriez repaired to the army; it was 
commanded by a Pruflian general, an im- 
poftor alfo, who did not even conceal that 
the fate of Belgia depended on the congrefe 
of Reichenbach: the troops were full of 
courage, but they were -aflually in want 
of arms, clothing, provifion, ammunition, 
money, officers, and difciplinc. 

He immediately judged that France could 
derive no advantage from fuch a chaos 5 
he lamented the errours of fo worthy a 
people; he perceived that the Belgic re* 
volutibn was drawing towards a clofe, and 
that the inhabitants would be infinite- 
ly more happy by being reftored to the 
dominion of their legitimate fovereigns, 
than if they were any longer permitted to 
make an ill ufe of a falfe and hollow liber- 
ty, Neverthelefs, that he might fulfil his 
miffion, he prefented two memorials to the 
H 4 congrefs. 
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congrefs, the one political, in which he en- 
deavourejd to demonftrate to them how 
much they were deceived by all the neigh- 
bouring powers, many of whom, after hav- 
ing brought them to the very edge of the 
precipice, were about to tal^e part againft 
them ; the other military, in which they re- 
ceived hints refpefling the fpecies of warfare 
they ought to adopt againft fuch a £ormi« 
dable power as that of Auftria. 

After this he returned home, having fpent 
Only feventeen days in the whole journey. 
He committed all his obfervations to writ- 
ing, and concluded by way of rcfult, that 
the fchcme of fupporting the Belgic pro- 
vinces ought to be abandoned. This idea 
gave great pleafure to Montmorin, and was 
received very coldly by Lafayette, who was 
but too much occupied with the intrigues 
which were continually carrying on either 
jfor or againft him. 

In the courfe of that very winter the Bel- 
gic revolution was terminated, and the Low 
Countries were reconquered with the utmoft 
facility by the Auftrians. General Schoen- 
feldt did not oppofe the leaft obftacle to 

their 
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their progrefs, and returned foon after to re- 
ceive from the king of Prqflia the recom- 
pence he had merited by his conduft. 

Montmorin and the whole court were 
quite enchanted at beholding the fate of the 
infurredtipn in the Low Countries;' they con- 
fidered thofc provinces as the bridge over 
which the counter-revolution was to pene- 
trate into France, and this hope, by de- 
ceiving, induced them to commit frefh 
blunders, which finally produced the misfor- 
tunes of their country. 

If was at the epoch of his jourpcy into 
Brabant, that Dumouriez, after an interval 
of two years, readmitted into his fervice the 
faithful Baptifte, whom he then regarded 
rather as a child than a domeftic, and who 
lince, by means of a brilliant aftion, has ele- 
vated himfelf to the rank of his fellow fol- 
dier, and his friend. 

On his return to Paris, being deftitutc 
both of fortune and employment, he fpecu- 
iated on the progrefs of the revolution, and 
found caufe to be difcontent^d with it. He 
frequently faw his friend Laporte, who lan- 
guiflicd for the old government; but the 
' ' difference 
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difference of their fentiments never cooled 
the fervency of their attachment. He gave 
his opinion of every ftep which he imagined 
might be produdive of any danger to the 
king, whether proceeding from his own 
conduft or that of thofe who furrounded 
him, and Laportc faithfully tranfmitted to 
his matter all the notes and obfcrvations of 
' his friend. 

Latour-du-Pin Paulin, the minifter at war, 
had conceived an averfion to Dumouriez. 
He gave full credit to all the calumnies 
which the partifans of the family of Har- 
court had propagated relative to his conduft 
in Normandy. They accufed him of having 
openly encouraged the infurredtions in that 
province, and they had carefully concealed 
from the king that firmnefs and juftice 
which he had difplayed during the tumult at 
Cherbourg. 

It was not until the following year that 
Louis XVI was undeceived by Laporte^ 
and that prince has (ince confefFcd to Du- 
mouriez, that he had long entertained the 
mod rooted prejudices againd him. He 
has no manner of doubt but that it was 

without 
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without the privity of the duke d'Harcourt^ 
that thefe calumnies were circulated^ as they 
originated perhaps in the falfe zeal of his 
flatterers. He loves and re(|>efts that noble- 
man^ and he fighs at the idea of bis being 
unfortunate. 

Latour-du-Pin was at length difmifled, 
and Duportail, who had ferved in America 
with Lafayette, was at his inftance nomi- 
nated fccretary at war, and foon proved, by 
permitting himfelf to be intirely governed 
by the Lameths, how much Lafayette was 
deceived in his choice. 

On his return from Brabant, Dumouriez 
bad found Lafayette bufied about the forma- 
tion of a national guard throughout the 
whole kingdom, and a decree was then un- 
der confideration for this purpofe. He 
himfelf had in 1789 drawn up regulations 
for the militia of the town of Cherbourg 9 
Lafayette had done the fame for thofe of the 
city of Paris: but thefe partial attempts 
were now to give place to a more extenfive 
fcheme. The beft mode for a general or- 
ganization was to be devifed; and he was 
requefted by Lafayette to confider the fub- 
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jcft. Six deputies were appointed to exa- 
mine his fcheme; three belonging to the 
conftitucionaly and three to the military 
committee. Thefe were Talleyrand, bifhop 
of Autun, the abb6 Sieyes, Rabaud de St. 
Eftiennc, who was chairman, Mathiew de 
Montmorency, Emery of Metz, and an- 
pther. They met to confidcr the fketch 
which he had drawn up, and which was 
inuch applauded, but not adopted ; it was 
found to be too military, or, in other words, 
too methodical. 

He propofed to declare every citizen from 
the age of eighteen to that of fixty, a foldier 
of his country. The firft clafs was com- 
ppfed of a battalion /^r diftrift, which would 
have produced a total of 547 battalions. 
Each battalion was to confifl of half a com- 
pany of artillery, or 53 men with two field 
pieces, a company of grenadiers of one hunr 
dred men, one of chafleurs, and four of 
fufileers, each of the fame number, which 
would have produced 27,000 cannoneers, 
1094 field pieces, 54,000 grenadiers, 54,000 
chaflTeurs, 220,000 rank and file of the line — 
total 350,000 infantry, without including 

thofe 
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thofe furnifhed by the cities of Paris, Lyons, 
Mj^rfeilles, Bourdeaux, Rouen, Nantes, &c. 
As the population of thefe exceeded that of 
isi diftria, they were to provide a propor- 
tional contingent. There was alfo to be a 
fquadron of cavalry and one of dragoons, 
amounting each to 120 men, to be raifed 
by every department,^ which would have pro- 
duced a body of 20,000 horfe. 

One fourth of this firft clafs was to af- 
femblc every year, and no fubftitutes were 
to be allowed. It was to be compofed of 
unmarried men from eighteen to forty-five 
years of age. 

The fecond clafs, confifting of married 
men, divided into companies of one hun- 
dred each, without any grenadiers, or light 
infantry, was onJy to be employed in its 
own diftri(ft. 

All the married men from forty-five to 
fixty years of age, as alfo all thofe without 
any fixed employment, were to form the 
third clafs, and thefe could not be fent out 
of their own canton. 

It was propofed, that this military force 
ihould not be under the orders of the exe- 
cutive 
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cutive power» except in confequence oF a 
formal decree on the part of the legiflative 
body, the reafbns for which ihouid be af^ 
figned^ and the time of fervice fixed. All 
thofe deftitute of employment being thrown 
into the third clafs, they could not prove 
hurtful^ as they would never be put in requi- 
fition. 

This plan alfo embraced a variety of other 
regulations; by means of the militia the, 
troops of the line were to be recruited, and 
perhaps difbanded in cafe the army fhould 
become one day dangerous. 

Towards the end of this year, the com- 
mittee of public fafety of the conftituent 
affembly difcovered a confpiracy formed at 
Lyons, to deliver up that important city 
into the hands of the princes, who were then 
at Turin. A major-general of the name of 
Lachapelle, who con^manded there, was fuf- 
pciftcd of having either entered into, or at 
leaft been privy to the plot ; in this predica- 
ment, they refolved to caufe him to be ar- 
refted, and his place filled by another gene- 
ral officer on whom they could depend. 

Layfayette propofed Dumouriez, who was 

approved 
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approved of. He was accordingly fent for, 
and defired to hold himfelf in readinefs *to 
depart . within the fpace of twenty-four 
hours. He repatired that very night, along 
with Lafayette, and two members of the 
committee, to the minifter at war, who was 
charged to take the king's orders on this 
fubjeift, "on the very next day. 

Early in the enfuing morning he went to 
the cocnmittee, where he was employed in 
learning the particulars of this confpiracy, 
which was not fiftitious. He dined with 
Montmorin, who told him that he would 
give him one cypher for Turin, and another 
for Switzerland, on purpofe to pufh his dif- 
coveries as far as poffible, and to difcomfit 
all plots whatever, befeeching him at the 
fame time to be tender of the princes, and 
more efpecially of count d'Artois. He 
frankly promifed to do fo, for it. was not 
only his intention that they fliould not be 
implicated in this affair, but he was en- 
chanted to have fo good an opportunity of 
renewing his correfpondence with Vau- 
dreuil, by whofe means he would be enabled 
8 to 
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to render a fervice to this prince, and prevail 
upon him to return. 

In 1790 this was ftill poffible, for the 
king appeared to defire it, and that too, per- 
haps, fincerely. Things had not yet been 
carried to extremities. 

Montmorin faid that he would mention 
this converfation and his good intentions to 
his majefty. On leaving the minifter, he 
went to his friend Laporte, and repeated to 
him what had pafled, at the fame time re- 
iterating his promife to be as favourable to 
the king's brothers as poffible, confiftently 
with the good of his country. 

After, this he returned home, and hearing: 
nothing from Duportail, he wrote a note to 
him, to know whether he had received the 
king's commands relative to his appoint- 
ment. The anfwer brought back was, that 
he was confined to his chamber by a fevcre 
cold, but that the day after the next, being ^ 
that on which the council fat, he would 
make the propofition. 

The committee of public fafcty had in 
the mean time communicated this affair to 

the 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



. ( it3 ) 

the correfpondiog Qotnmittee of the n:)i;^ici«* 
pality of Paris. Briflbt was a member of the 
latter i. he wai alfo the editor .of. the Jaeobia ' 
paper cilled le PatrJofe^ He was thu^ ea- 
abkdtcriniert ao-accownt of the.coofpiracy 
at iijons, and otf the (nomination of r Du- 
nsiDttriez to the. command there, befcice the 
king, had heard a £ngle: fy liable on the fub*-' 
jcft. This prince, on reading his paper, wad 
very juftly • offended at this icircumftance, 
and when Daportail waited on hkn to make 
the propofal, he told him, that he might no- 
ci>mate any body he pleafed, Dumouriez ex- 
cepted, for he wc^uld never permit the 
jacobins to iriterfete in the appointment of 
his generals* 

•It is pretended that the Latneths alfo in- 
trigued againft him, becaufe he had been 
fupported by Lafayette, their enemy, with 
whom Dumouriez was at this time con.- 
neftcd, and that they were defirous to be- 
ftow the command on Theodore Lameth, 
their brother, who was at the head of a Re- 
giment of cavalry in the neighbourhood of 
Lyons. Whatever might be the caufe, the 

Vol. IL 1 faA 
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fa£t is^ that another was appointed in his 
ftead. 

He himfelf was not in the leaft afiedcd, 
except fo far as concerned the rumour that 
had gone abroad by anticipation^ and the 
dry manner in which the king pronounced 
his excluiion. He fpoke on this fubjed to 
his friend Laportei and he in his turn to 
Louis XVI; and it was on this occafion 
that this good prince freely owned the pre- 
judice he entertained againft this general- 
officer. 

He confoled himfelf as well as he could 
for this difappointment. At the com- 
mencement of the enfuing year generals 
were to be nominated to the conimand of 
the twenty-two divifions of the army, and 
there were fo few remaining that they would 
be under the neceffity of appointing him. 
Befides, the king had been fo gracious as to 
tell Laporte, that this circumftance fhould 
be pf no differvice to his friend, and tkat he 
Ihould be employed. 



CHAP. 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



( "5. ) 



CHAP. V. 
Tbe Tear 1791. 



DuMouRiEz continued to live in re- 
tiretnenty contemplating the progrefs of af- 
fairs, ^nd vifiting Montmorin and Lafayette 
from time to time. But the propofi- 
tion that had been made to him, to ua- 
d^take thoife two important * commands, 
caufed him to be courted by the different 
factions. The vifcount de Noailles carried 
him to dine at the rich Laborde's, where he 
met the Lameths, d'Aiguillon, Menou, and 
Duport. He appeared to them to be a pe« 
dant, and they feemed to him to be replete 
with frivolity and prefumption, and there- 
fore he never returned. 

Mirabeau alfo wiflied to be intimate with 
him. He was embroiled at this time both 

• In the Weft Indies, and at Lyons.— 7rwi/I 

I 2 with 
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with the Lafayette and Lameth faflionsj 
fuperior to all the aflembly in villainy, and 
in talents, he endeavoured, from interefted 
motives, to affociate with men who either 
poflefled knowledge, or the reputation of 
it. He had at this time abandoned the 
duke d'Orleans, whom he defpifed, and he 
was connefled with the court and Mont- 
morin^ by whom he was bribed : it was his 
aim to become prime minifter, and con- 
fequently to begin by producing a counter 
revolution. 

Dumouriez, who detefted his immo- 
ralities, had neglefted the frequent oppor- 
tunities which had prefented themfelves, to 
cultivate an acquaintance with him. Not- 
withft?nding this, on the folicitation of 
St. Foy, one of his old friends, he permitted 
himfelf to be carried to his houfe. . In the 
courfe of this firft conference, Mirabeau de- 
veloped all his projetls, told him that 
within a few days he >yould make a total 
change in the diplomatic body, and 
produced his lift to him. Dumouriez pro- 
pofed fome alterations, to which he con- 
fented^ at the iame time making him an '■ 

offer 
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offer of the embafly to Pruffia, He replied, 
that he would accept of it, provided it was 
only of three months duration 5 and obferv- 
ed that there was a refidence inferiour to 
that, in point of. dignity, but at the fame 
time far more important — ^that of Mentz. 

He expli^ined to him, that there he could 
either treat with the princes,, influencing 
the king at the fame time, by means of Mr, 
Laporte, or difcover and difconcert their 
plots, if they were not to be gained over; that 
in the m^an time general Heymann might 
be fent into Pruflia, without being invefted 
with B(o,y public chara6ler; and that in the 
courie of three months, if that time were 
properly employed, they would have an 
opportunity of pacifying foreign courts, 
and of completing the conftitution, and of 
reftoring its activity to the executive power. 
He added, that until then the king of Pruifia 
would not receive an ambafTadour without 
repugnance, and that a negotiation could 
be entered into with the court of Berlin, 
to keep in check that of Vienna, if its 
conduft fhould give offence. 'They agreed 
in opinion relative to all thefe articles, and 

I 3 Mirabeau 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



( ,i8 ) 

Mirabeau went immediately with the lift ter 
Montmorin, who delivered it to his fecre^ 
tary Gerard de Renneval. 

Dumouriez, recalling to his recoUeftion 
the king s refufal relative to the command 
of Lyons, wrote a letter to him, which was 
found in the fatal * tron-iox, and has been 
iince printed. He befought his majefty to 
let him know by me^ns of his friend La* 
porte, whether he was averfe from employ- 
ing him, as in that cafe, he would not per- 
tnit his name to be included in the lift 
about to be prefented to him by the minis- 
ter for foreign affairs, but wait until Ibme 
more favourable opportunity ihould enable 
him to difpcl his majefty 's prejudices. The 
y^g was pleafed with the letter, and told 
Laporte, that he no longer entertained any 
objedion to him, and that he would willing- 
ly nominate him to a place if he flipuld be 
propofed as a candidate. 

At the end of four days he faw Mira- 

♦ This iron-box was difcovcred in the wjjl of one of 
the apartments of the palace ; it contained a number of 
papers, among which was the king's correfpondencc with 
Bouilliey then an emigrant, and an o\ii!Lm,^Tranf. 
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beau for the fecond time, who requefted 
him to draw up a memorial relative to the 
principles of negotiation becoming the con^- 
ftitutional king of a free people. Dumou-^ 
riez undertook to do fo* 

During this conference, in which matters 
of the utmoft confequence were treated of 
with the moft unlimited confidence, the con-* 
verfation happened to turn on the charader 
of count Hertzberg, the famous PruiHan 
miniften Mirabeau, who detefted him, ipoke 
of him as follows : ** This old fox is fur- 
rounded by a chaplet of obftrudtions, and 
attacked at the fame time by at leaft five or 
fix maladiejs, all of which are mortal, and 
yet he is continually broaching new pro* 
jedls, as if he were to live a hundred years; 
while at tke fame time, one of the fatal 
fifters has her fcifiars ready to cut the thread 
that holds the fword of Damocles fufpend- 
ed over his head." In four days after Mira* 
beau himfelf was no mor^ ! Dumouiiez on, 
this occafion obferved to St. Foy : *' Mira* 
beau feems to have been miftaken in re^e^ 
to the head that was menaced by the fword 
pf Damocles.*' 

I 4 The 
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The deftinies, in cutting off the life o£ 
this extrikordinary man, Jbad at the fame 
time fevered the thread oi all his projeias* 
Dumouriez, who heard nothing frona Mont- 
morin, immediately waited upon him. An 
explanation enfiied; Montmorin difavowed 
having entered into any arrangement with 
Mirabeau, he even denied the lift itfelf. Da* 
mouriez then told the minifter, that he 
would abandon him, and con)plain of this 
falfehood^ which was an indubitable proof of 
his weaknefs ; he at the fame time predided, 
that he would prove the ruin not only of 
the king, but of himfelf, by banifliing both 
truth and dignity from his conduit. 

He never faw him afterwacds, and his 
prophecy has been but too literally accom- 
flifhed. He regrets his tragic end. Mn de 
Montmorin was greatly attached to the king, 
ahd poffeffed many good qualities, but he was 
unequal to his fituaticn, more cfpccially at 
fuch a critical period. 

In the mean time a promotion^ as was 
forefeen, adually took place, and Dumouriez 
was appointed major-general of the twelfth 
divifion. This evvnt obliged him to rctura 

to 
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to the jacobins^ His long abfcnce had in* 
daced them to erafe his name from the lift 
of the fociety. His motive for again be-- 
coming a member, was, that the jacobins of 
Paris had affiliated more than two tlioufand . 
provincial focieties to their own; that in 
the five departments in which he was about 
to command, there were thirty or forty 
compoied of very combufiible materials, and 
that if he had made his appearance there 
without being a jacobin, more efpecially as 
he had' once been a member of the mother 
fociety, he would have been looked upon as 
ah arillocrat, and confequently placed in a 
fituation in which he could neither have 
proved ufeful to his country nor his king ; 
he had the precaution to announce this 
event to Louis XVl, and alfo to mention the 
motives of his condu<ft. 

As Mitabeau was dead, and as Mont- 
morin had not only negledled all the diplo- 
matic principles which had been agreed 
upon, but ftill continued to regulate foreign 
affairs according to the rules of the old go- 
vernment, Dumouricz, who at the folicita- 
ticn of Mirabsau had draw up the tra6t en- 
titled. 
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titled, ** a diplomatic memorial," commttni^ 
xated the fame to the friends of Montmorin, 
whom he no longer faw, on purpofe to in- 
duce him to alter his minifterial condud, 
which was incompatible with the conftitu- 
tion, and dangerous to the king. It was 
then that Mommorin publi(hed a declara-^ 
ration in the king's name^ which was to be 
fent to all the minifters of France at fo* 
reign courts. This ftate paper contained 
fuch an exaggeration of Jacobinical prin* 
ciples, that neither Mirabeau nor Dumou- 
riez would have advifed the king to hold a 
language, which, far from regaining confi- 
dence, could not but augment diftruft by a 
too rapid paffage from one cxtrenne to 
another. Dumouriez, indignant of this new 
zQt of treachery, added a paragraph relative 
to this declaration, to his own memorial, 
which he now read at the fociety of the ja- 
cobins; it obtained much praife, and was 
printed. 

Soon after this, he learned that the jaco- 
bins, who now b^gap to be deteftable, had 
given it as their opinion, that it would he 
proper to cafliier all the officers pf the army, 

and 
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and to make an election by means of the 
ibldiers. If this idea, which had many par- 
tiians even in the conflituent aifembly, had 
prevailed, the army would have been abfo* 
lutely annihilated. He converfed with La- 
fayette and Duportail on this fubjed, he 
alfo communicated his projedt to Laporte; 
and notwithftanding the danger of oppofing 
fo popular an argument, he drew up a me- 
morial, caufed it to be communicated to the 
king, who approved of it, fubmitted it to 
the ceniure of Duportail, and then read it to 
thp jacobins. 

This, which was entitled ^^ a military mcr. 
morial,*' fupported thofe principles on which 
the army of a free people ought to be con- 
ftituted, traced out the duties of generals, 
officers, and privates^ prefcribed the nature 
and the extent of the fubordination of a fol^ 
dier-citizen, and bis relation with, and his 
duties in refpcA to other citizens ; it con« 
eluded with z formula of a very reafonable 
path. 

He did not on this occafion receive fo 
much applaufe, as when he read the ^^ di« 
plomatic memorial;" pn the contrary, in- 

ftead 
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ftcad of procuring the aflent of all, it was 
difapprovcd by a plurality of fuffragcs; it 
was however printed, and it produced the 
fole elFedt whicl) he was dclirous of, that is, 
it put an end to the reverie about the elec« 
tion of officers* 

The military committee of the afiembly 
adopted the principles here laid down, but 
that their labours might have ibmething 
original, they adjoined to it a ridiculous 
form of an oath, which created a fchifin 
among the officers, made feveral leave the 
fervicc, and rendered thofe that remained 
very bad fervants of the conftitution. 

He was detained fome time longer at Paris^ 
by an office impofcd upon him by Dupor- 
tail, who appointed him prefident of a 
council of war, that was to determine rek- 
tivc to an appeal on the part of Moreton, 
whom the count de Briehhc, formerly mi- 
nifter, had deprived of the regiment of la 
Ferfy in an arbitrary manner. Moreton 
richly deferved to be broken, being a. very 
violent and defpotic colonel. But .the count 
had rcfafcd him a court martial, and after 

the 
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the lapfe of leveral years, he now declaimed 
againA fuch a piece of injuftice. 

Dumouriez bad received orders to proceed 
to Tou4, where this affair was to have been 
decided, and this would have obliged him to 
remove to a great diftance from Nantz, whicij 
was the place of his deftination. It luckily 
occurred, that a fufficient number of mem- 
bers could not be procured ; he accordingly 
took advantage of this circumftance to re- 
fufc to go to Toul, and after having waited 
during a month at Paris, he returned his 
commilfion to the minifter, and fet out for 
head quarters. Moreton was made a major 
general on purpofe to keep him quiet, and 
Dumouriez unfortunately found him under 
his own command, in the courfe of the en- 
fuing year. 

The twelfth divifion, to which he was 
attached, confided only of twelve battalioas 
and fix fquadrons. It was commanded by 
old Verteuil, formerly one of the befl officers 
in the French army, but whofe faculties 
were now entirely decayed. The fecond 
-major-general was d'Harambure, who never 
joined. It thus happened that he Vv^as 

faddltd 
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iaddled with all the burden of this cont-i* 
mand, which extended over five depart- 
ments, Mayenne and Loire^ or Angers, the 
lower Loire, or Nantes, la Vendee, the two 
Sevres, and th* lower Charente, from the 
Vilaine to the Garonne. That country was 
already a prey to the ravages of fanaticifm 
and perfecution. 

He left to the good old man Verteuil, 
who refided at Rochelle, the government of 
the lower Charente, and he charged himfelf 
with that of the four other departments, re- 
repairing fometimes, however, to Rochelle, 
left Verteuil Ihould be embarrafled during 
his abfence. 

He arrived on the 19th of June, 1 791, at 
Nantes, where he at firft took up his abode. 
He there found a department well fuperin* 
tended, an excellent mayor, a fuperb national 
militia, but a very numerous, and infernal 
,club, which received him moft gracioufly, 
and even prefented him with a civic crown, 
even before he had dcferved it. He there 
alfo found the fecond battalion of the 
twenty-fifth regiment, that of Poitou. All 
the ofiicers were aduated by anti-confti- 
4 tutional 
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tutional priilciples, except their leader, 
Drouart de Lezey^ a man of talents and a 
philofopher. 

It had been permitted by an exprcfs de* 
cree, that the foldiers fhould be allowed to 
frequent the clubs ; and left this might pro- 
duce a fchifm between the officers and them^ 
and confequently a want of fubordination, 
he had ftated in his '' military memorial/* 
that the generals ought to prevail upon the 
officers to go there alfo. It happened pre- 
cifely on the 2 2d of June^ that he had car- 
ried ^11 the officers along with him to the 
ibciety^ and this proved a very fortunate 
circumftance. 

On that very night, himfelf and his aides 
de-'Camp^ LavafTeur, and Philip de Vaux, 
being about to retire to bed, after having 
difpatched fome temporary bufinefs,. he re- 
ceived a letter from the prefident of the de- 
partment, befeeching him to repair to the 
mint, where all the public bodies were af- 
fembled, and waiting for him^ to deliberate 
on an important affair, which nearly con- 
cerned the fafcty of their common country. 
He inftantly ran thither, very much puzzled 

relative 
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relative to the occafion of . this meSjai^e t 
he found four or five thoufand perfons in 
the fquare^ all in their fliirts, who appeared 
to be in the utmoft confternation ^ it %^as 
now midnight. 

He and his aides-de-camp had fome diffi- 
culty to pitrce through this crdwd; he 
however at length entered a large hall, where 
all the public functionaries were aflembled^ 
furrounded by more than 1 500 perfons^ who 
fpoke all together. 

Silence being proclaimed, the prefident 
faid to him in a melancholy tone of voice : — • 
** General, the king of France i$ gone ; he 
has fled." 

** If he be gone, the nation ftill rematnsv 
Let us deliberate on what is proper to be 
done.** 

Notwithftanding the calm air Dumourie^ 
aflumed on purpofe to make this aofwer, 
which raifcd the courage of all, no intelli-* 
gence could have produced a greater con- 
flernation in his mind. It was not more 
than fix days fince he had left Paris, he had 
feen his friend Laporte daily, and he had 
difcovered nothing to him relative to fuch a 
6 dcfign. 
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dc(ign. He forefaw that all the horrours 
of a. civil war were become inevitable. . He 
was obliged however to conceal his fears, 
and the coolnefs, which he had now diC* 
played, procured him general confidence. 
, He firft propofed to publifli a proclama-* 
tion, for the purpofe of calming the minds of 
the people, and preventing them from deliver- 
ing themfelvcs over to that excefs of rage, 
which in them generally fucceeds to affright. 
He drew up the plan of this proclamation, 
which was carried into effeft. Some hot 
headed people propofed to put all the 
officers under arreft. 

'* What, citizens !'* replied he, " would 
you, on a vague fufpicion, difhonour and 
maltreat the very men whom you fo re- 
cently admitted into your club ? I will take 
the charge of them upon myfelf/and within 
the fpace of two hours, you ihall either 
be affured of their fidelity to their country^ 
or I (hall difencumber you of them without 
violence ; leave this to me/' 

He immediately fent to awaken Lezay» 
the commanding officer of the regiment; 
he informed him of the uneafinefs of the 

Vol, II. K people, 
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lieopk, ordered him to ai&mble tlie officTeriP 
in his own apartment, defcribe to them the 
critical Situation to which the natk>n was 
rtducec^ and leave to them the option^ 
cither of accompanying him to take an oath 
of obedience to the nation and the law, or 
of fettmg off at day-break, with the paflf-^ 
ports which he fliould provide for them. 

In the courfe of three hours afterwards, 
Lezay arrived at the head of al! the officers^ 
of his regiment, who, as well as thofe of 
the artillery and engineers, took the oath 
without any difficulty, in prefcnce of the 
prefident of the department. He alfo 
ifTucd, or caufcd to be iffued, frefh orders 
relative to urgent affairs, and he retired at 
five o'clock in the morning, more fatigued 
than he had ever been before, at any one 
period of his whole life. 

On his return home opprefTed with the 
moft profound melancholy, he meditated 
on what he was to do* He was utterly 
ignorant of all the circumftances rela- 
tive fo the king's flight; he knew not 
whither he had gone, but he fuppofcd, that 
he muft have been affured of the fupport 
6 of 
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t>f part of the army, elfe he conlcl kave never 
dreamed of afting fuch a bold part. He 
gave credit to this prince, and thofe who 
influenced him, for a better combined plan 
than that which was adopted j and m con-^ 
fequence of this fuppofition, he already 
imagined Paris to be befieged, and fwimming 
in blood. 

He had inftantly difpatched two notes, 
one to Vieillard, deputy from St. L6, the 
other to Barrere $ he told them, that with* 
out waiting for further orders> he was about 
to aflemble as many troops as poffible, with 
a defign to march to the fuccour of the 
conftituent aflembly; for it was there he 
now only could look for that country which 
Louis had abandoned, after having within 
the laft fortnight again renewed his oaths, 
and that too, without being afked to do 
fo. 

Vieillard read the note he had received by 

the courier; it was much applauded, and 

inferted in the proceedings. It fortified the 

courage of the reprefentatives, being the 

' tonly one of the kind they had received 

K a from 
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from a gcnexal officer; fcvcral others dc^ 
mand^d orders, but that was quite another 
thing. 

He had. a battalion of the regiment of 
Rohan-prince at Sables, two other bat- 
talions in la Vendee, at Nantes the regiment 
of Poitou, at Ancenis the regiment colo- 
nel-general of dragoons, and at Niort and 
Fontenay the fixth regiment of cavalry; 
in addition to this he could have produced 
four thoufand good infantry, well armed, 
and excellently difciplined, from the nation- 
al guards of Nantes, befide three hundred 
dragoons, eight four pounders, four twelve 
pounders, a company of artillery, and many 
volunteer cannoneers. 

He iffued the neceflary orders for march- 
ing the very next morning, and in the courfe 
of the day he adopted proper meafures 
relative to the proteftion of the coaft, and 
the guarding the mouth of the Loire. He 
informed general Verteuil, that he was about 
to fet out for Paris, but he did not com- 
municate the particulars of his defign to 
hira> for he was not acquainted with his 

intentions^ 
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intentions^ and civil wars arc always at- 
tended with this untoward circumftancte,^ 
that they infpire a ncceffary jealoufy. 

He was thus ready to commence his 
march at the head of about eight thoufand 
troops, well affured of incrcaling the num- 
ber at Angers, and Mans, He however 
concealed his projedt until, the very, moment! 
he was about to carry it into'execution, and* 
he afFefted a ftill calmer air than that which 
he had afluiiied during the preceding night. 
He aflifted at .the proceflion on corpus cbrijii 
day, and feiz?d that occafion to infpe6t the 
troops narrowly. Happily, in the cQurfe of 
the fucceeding night, another courier arn 
rived, and announced that the king had 
been overtaken, and brought back to 
Paris, 

The violent agitation which he had ex-, 
perienced on learning the firft intelligence^ 
had too much abforbed all his faculties, to 
leave him time to obferve the effefl it had 
produced on the people; he however in 
general remarked, that after the firft mo^ 
ments of confternation had elapfed, they 
were elevated to a violent rage, whence 
K 3 they 
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they had returned to that fallen and fierca 
difpofition, which announced a fixed de^ 
termination to defend their liberty, without 
entering into any argument refpedling the 
choice of a future government. 

BecoQie entirely calm, in confequence of 
the. news brought by the fecond courier^ 
Dumourie; was henceforth a more attentive 
obferver. He perceived with chagrin, that 
it produced rather a difagreeable than a 
corifolatory fenfation. The arijiocrats, who 
were very numerous at Nantes, appeared to 
be in a flate of flupefadtion, and the de^ 
mocrats, whofe ideas were already beginning 
to wander after novelties, appeared nqt only 
to be very indifferent, but even very much 
difcontented, at the re-appearance of a 
king, whom, during two whole days, they 
had treated as a perfidious man, and whofe 
name was only mentioned to excite venn 
geance. From this moment the unfor- 
tunate I^ouis entirely lofl that remnant 
of love, or of pity, which the people in the 
provinces had until then cherifhed for 
him. 

The condpft of the conftituent afTembly 

was 
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Was noble, grand, and generous. They not 
only faVed the royal family from the immi- 
nent danger to which it would have been 
expofed by the fury of the people, but, 
after a neceffary interval to reftore tran- 
quillity, they re-eftablifhed the king in all 
his rights, and re-invefted him with all his 
former dignity, 

Dumouriez hoped, that the fenfibility of 
this prince and his court would be afFedled 
by fuch a proceeding; that they would re- 
fle6l on their lituation, and the impoffibility 
of any longer oppofing the conftitution; 
that they would remember, that the fafety of 
the king depended on his fulfilling his func- 
tions with exaftnefs in order to rfegain the 
confidence of the nation ; that they would 
contemplate the immenfe career which was 
opened for his goodnefs, and even for his 
glory, were he to attach himfcif heartily to 
the conftitution s and the certainty of his 
ruin, and that of his auguft houfe, of the 
monarchy, and of all France, if he relapfed 
into his former condu<5l:. He was perfuaded, 
that the terrible fault committed by Louis 
after having twice peijurtd himfelf would 

K 4 ferve 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



( 136 ) 

ferve as a leflbn to himj that hb h^rt 
would be melted with the generofity of the 
French, who had reftored to him a crown, 
which he had forfeited by the letter and 
fpirit of that very conffitution which he 
himfelf had fworn to obey s that he would 
look upon this event as a fpecies of happi- 
nefs, which would at length unite the minds 
of all men, and caufe firft confidence and 
good faith, and afterwards lore and order, to 
fucceed to the intrigues, the confpiracies, 
the hatred, and the difcord, which had reign- 
ed until then. 

Replete with this reafonable expeftation, 
which would not have teen difappointed, 
had. each fa6lion» laying even patriotifm 
afide, confulted its true interefts, he, re- 
fumed his correfpondence with the unfor- 
tunate Laporte. He had trembled for the 
life of this virtuous friend, who had been 
facrificed by his mafter on his departure, as 
he had charged him to prefent his proteft 
to the conftituent affembly. This faithful 
fervant difcl^arged the office impofed upon 
him with an heroic refignation, perfectly 
aware of the extent of his danger; for he 

has 
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has fince acknowledged to his friend, that he 
did not expeft to be permitted to live. 

Alas ! he was deftined to be one of the 
firft viftims of the procefs which followed, 
the fatal i2thof Auguft 1792, and to precede 
by a few months his unfortunate mafl;pr, who 
did not fufficiently lament him. 

Laporte informed him that tranquillity 
was about to be reftored, and-Dumourie2^ 
deemed it his duty to employ the firft mo- 
ments he could fpare from his other avoca^ 
tions in drawing up a memorial, which he 
aftervtfards tranfmitted to him from Niort, 
relative to the condu6t which the king ought 
now to purfue, 

!• With his own family, the minifters, 
and all thofe difcontented with the new con- 
ftitution; 

2. With the national affembly; 

3. With the clergy; 

4. With foreign powers -, 

. 5. With the French nation ; 

6. "With the navy and army ; 

7. In refpe6l to appointments ; 

And, 8. Relative to the employment of 
the civil lift. 

This 
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This memorial, which was pretty long of 
itfelf, announced i^ight other memprials, 
containing details relative to each of thefe 
divifions. He demanded, in cafe the king 
fiiould be pleafed with his labours, that 
leave of abfence fhould be fent him, that 
he might return and 6ni(h the whole at 
Paris. 

He coniidered this as a touchftone of the 
king's real intentions ; if he were recalled, 
he would be then fure that his memorial 
had made a profound imprcffion,' and that 
Louis was in reality determined to fupport 
himfelf by means of the conftitutionj on 
the contrary, if a continuation of his coun- 
fcls was not demanded, he would then be 
inclined to doubt all his former hopes, and 
predift nothing henceforth but misfortunes; 
^nd this is what a6tually occurred. Laporte 
faithfully delivered his memorial ; the king 
rtad it, made marginal notes with his own 
hand, and inclofed it with many other pa- 
pers in the iron cheft; it was afterwards 
difcovcred in that fatal receptacle, and 
printed. 

The cowrl: \\^d refumed its former habits, 
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Itb fecret corre^ndence in foreign coun^ 
tries^ and. its carruptions> which only laid it 
at the mercy of the tndtors> who thus filch^ 
ed its money. It had recommenced its in-* 
trigocs, its petty confpiracies at Paris and 
in the provinces, its ufckfs complaints, its 
attacks on the aflembly and their labours, 
Its minifterial imbecility, and its fatirical 
newfpapers, which produced incendiary re- 
plications on the part of the Jacobins, 
The whole miniftry had becri changed after 
the king's flight, except Narbonne, who 
was at the head of the war department, and 
who was backed by a numerous party in the 
aflembly ; the remainder, for the moil part^ 
purfaed the erroneous track of their, prede- 
ceflbrs, efpecially X^efiart, miniftcr for foreign 
afiairs^ 

The affembly, which had a£led to grandly 
and fo nobly on the event of the king's 
flight, and which had then favcd France by 
its generous and prudent condu6l, now re* 
lapfed into its former puerile fadlions and 
venality ; it no longer tranfa£led any bufi* 
ftcfs worthy of notice; and it became fo dif- 
^ufting to France by its depravity, that every 

body 
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body iighed for that moment when it was to 
be replaced by another. Afliamed of itfelf, 
it afpired only to retire. .Its laft proceed* 
ings partook of its dejei£lion ; and it was very 
glad, in the month of October, to give place 
to the firfl legiflature, which afiumed the 
name of the National Affembly. 

This was mofl horribly compofed* Louis, 
who was badly advifed^ had not repaired by 
means of a frank condu£l the fatal impref- 
lion produced by his flight ; on the contrary, 
his proceedings^ and thofe of his court, .aug- 
mented the diftruft of the people. . . / 

It was precifely at this epoch, that the 
Jacobins began to engrofs that influence, 
which afterwards produced a complete an- 
archy. This fociety, extending every where 
its numerous affiliations, made ufe of the 
provincial clubs to render itfelf matter 
of the eleftions. All the hot-headed men, 
all the feditious fcribblers, all the agitators, 
were nominated to reprefent the nation, and 
to defend, as they faid, " its interefts againft 
a perfidious court/' Very few fage or en- 
lightened perfons, and a ftill lefs number of 
nobles, were chofen; and the national af- 
fembly. 
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fembly, thus compofed, met armed with 
prejudices and boftile intentions againft the 
unfortunate Louis and his court. 

It began by adoring the coriftitution, on 
purpofe tp cftablifti its own authority; but 
the republicans were already at work in fe- 
cret, and fpread abroad their opinions in in^ 
cendiary papers, which were multiplied in 
an aftonifhing degree. 

It was this fame affepibly that, taking ad* 
vantage in 1792 of the cataftrophe of the 
1 2th of Auguft, which it had prepared, ereft- 
ed itfelf into a national convention, after 
having driven from its bofom fome of its 
more enlightened members, and r^sinforced 
itfelf with villains and fools. 

This affembly it was that made the king and 
queen perifli on a fcafFold; that immolated its 
mpft ardent fupporters, fuch as Briffot, Verg- 
niaux, &c, ; that ftill reigns in France, fur- 
rounded by corpfes and ruins. The guillo- 
tine is its throne, irreligion and anarchy its 
engines, and^ the French nation languifhes 
in the moft fliameful and criminal flavery. 

After having exhibited this i-apid Iketch 
of. general events, it is time to return to 

what 
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If^liat was pafling at Nantes. i3umoiirieif 
had preferved all his military difpofitions^ 
and did not permit his autliority to be in^ 
vaded. He laboured cdftfidentially with thei 
adminiftrativc bodies^ which were very 
prudent and fagacious, and concealed none 
of his meafures from them. He did not aft 
in the fame manner with regard to the club 
at Nantes. This focicty affefted to inter- 
meddle in all the branches of government, 
tinder pretence of vigilance and infpeftiont 
in regard to its agents. It wa^ direfted by 
a very dangerous man, called Couftard ; he 
was a gentleman of Britanny, a knight of 
St. Louis, had been foiinerly a lieutenant of 
the marfhals of France, and was then the 
commanding officer of the national guard. 
He was afterwards elefted a member of the 
convention ; and having attached himfelf to 
the girondijis, he at length perilhed by means 
of the guillotine. 

He had acquired a great afcendancy over* 
the populace, who were Very numerous m 
this great town^ He was dreaded by aH 
good people, and had formed around him 
a kind of pretorian guard, confifting of ^ 

company 
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company of fcncing-mafter^ and butcheilf/ 
In the courfe of the preceding year he had 
firft driven the duke de Maille, commandme^ 
general of the province, from Nantes, and 
afterward$ the regiment of Roban-prinee, 
whofe colonel, the brave d'Hervilly, he had 
endeavoured to get aflaffinated. 

This fadious leader was ihocked at per-* 
caving his credit cclipfcd by a general offi- 
cer, who could neither be reproached with 
the flighteft arijkcracy^ nor with an outrage- 
ous democracy. He was the fworn enemy of 
the nobility and the clergy ; the general pr o- 
te£):ed both, and had feveral opportunities 
to put a ftop to the exceflfes of the people, by 
fometimes employing the battalion of Poi« 
tou, on which he could depend, and fbme^ 
times the found part of the national guard, 
which in general was. corapofed of good 
citizens. Couftard courted Dumouriez, whoy 
however, watched him clofely, retrained his 
criminal condufb^ and yet did not appear to 
diftruft him« 

He went but fcldom to the club, which, 
however, fent a deputation to him to re- 
queft permiifion to employ commiifionersf 

to 
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to infpeA the cannon-founderies eftabliflied 
in the ifle of Hindret, a league dlftant from 
Nantes> which were under the direflion of 
lieutenant- colonel Thouvenot, a man of 
merit, whofe name will often occur in the 
courfe of thefe memoirs ; and alfo to viiit 
the' old, batteries along the coafts. 

He told them in reply, that as citizens 
they might walk wherever they were not 
prevented by the want of a counter«*fign, 
which precluded all thofe not duly au«r 
thorifed ; that they poflfeiTed no title which 
could authorife him to permit them to exer- 
cife f undions that were already occupied y 
that there was neither any external danger^ 
nor any fear of a maritime war i that they 
ought to remain tranquil^ and, above all 
things, (hould diftrufl thofe feditious men, 
who endeavoured to infpire thofe ridiculous 
fufpicions on purpofe to produce anarchy. 

His anfwcr excited the utmoft difcontent ; 
but the occurrences in La Vendee for fome 
time fufpended this quarrel. That depart- 
ment was agitated by the furies of perfecu- 
tion and fanaticifm. The nobility were very 
unquiet, the priefts very much irritated^ and 
8 the 
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the democrats very intolerant. The caufc of 
tel2gi(^ had ^iexcited an infurredioii there 
iftboat a month before the arrival of the ge« 
literal; The national guard had marched 
agaiilfl: the ariftocrats^ and a IkirmKh had 
taken place near ^ village tailed St« Clement* 
The troops of the line and the armed citi- 
izens prevailed, fo that this iirft effort proved 
abortive. Part of the nobility of Poitou 
fcrvcd In the navy i the greater number of . 
thefe had taken refuge in Jcrfeyj the re- 
mainder Mrere in a ilate of tranquillity. 

The intelligence of the king's 4.ight had 
induced this party ^ to refume th^ir xiourage. 
An old gentleman, in other points very re- 
ipedable^ had aiTembled firil at Lu9on, and 
afterwards at his caftle near Talmont, a 
great number of nobles -, they conceived the 
proje^ of rendering themfelves matters of 
the port des SaUes d'Olome^ where they 
might eafily be joined by the* emigrants of 
Jerfey, who were to furnifli them with arms 
and ammunition. 

The king's return rendered all their mea- 
fures vain, but their afTemblies had alarmed 
the department ef Ja Vendee, where the 

Vol. II, L democratic 
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democratic party was not very ftrong. The 
admiiiiflrators wrote to thofe at Nantes, de* 
manding immediate fuccour. The general 
fet off with eight hundred infantry of the 
national guards a hundred dragoons of the 
regiment of CQhnel^genera/, the company of 
grenadiers, a detachment of the regiment of 
Poitou> and four field pieces, and he him- 
felf repaired to Machecoul,^ on purpofe to 
diflipate this commotion, and prevent the 
two parties from coming to blows. 

He there learned that the diftridt of Sables 
had at the fame time fent two hundred and 
fifty men of the regiment of Rohan-Soa* 
, biie^ with eight or nine hundred national 
guards, and armed peafants; that this party 
bad marched againft the caftle of Mr. de 
laLezardi^rej that the meeting, which con- 
fided of about fifty gentlemen^ and one hun- 
dred and twenty royalift peafants, had dif- 
perfed it the approach of this little army, 
which had pillaged and burnt the caftle, and 
committed all the excefles to be expelled 
from a troop badly conduced, and deftitute 
of difcipline. 

On receiving intelligence of the march of 

tjie 
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^e oimy of Sables, he had difpatched the 
chevalier de jLorencin, a captain of dragoons, 
at the head of fifty cavalry at full gallops 
with orders to adopt every pofiible means 
of conciliation, and to prevent pillage and 
excefs/ Lorencin however arrived too late, 
and the general, who was much chagrined at 
this adventure, carried back his detachment 
to Nantes, being reiblved in a fhort time to 
pay a vifit to la Vendue, ip order to keep 
both parties in awe, and prevent a civil 
war* 

On his return, the Society became more 
arrogant in its pretenfions^ and more in«* 
traflable than ever in refpe£t to its condud. 
A falfe alarm was circulated by expcefs. 
The jacobins of Sables, and thofcof Pirn- 
beuf, fent word, that they had difcovered 
frigates cruizing along that coaft, and that 
a ihallop had knded feveral armed men near 
theifleof Bouini. 

The club fpread the alarm throughout 
Nantes, and aflerted it was an EngliKh 
iquadron. The adminiilrators» although 
they gave no credit to this intelligence, 
were yet obliged to mention it to the gene- 
L 2 ral. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



< m8 ) 

i-al, who on the firft rumour had fent tdtti9 
officers to the Ipot, with orders to take 
down in writing futh information zs thejr 
could obtain from the municipalities. T*hey 
foon returned with the moft fati8fe6tory evi- 
dence of the falfehood of the report. On 
being provided with thfe proper jMroofs, he 
repaired to the fbciety, and as ufual cau*- 
tioned them 'ag^inft the fabricators of falfe 
alarms, who' wilhed to- produce toarchy 
and difcord. They obfcrvcd in reply, that 
the people were defirous that he fhould jput 
zH the batteries on the coaft in a ftate of de- 
fence, arid that then their uneafinefs would 
entirely ceafe. 

He objedled to this, that he could not 
carry fuch a meafure into excCuttett with6ut 
money, and without orders; that he had 
neither cannoneers taor troops tb tnaii the 
batteries, and that the guard houfes and thfc 
powder magazines on the cOaft were unin^ 
habitable : he defired them to deliver in 
their demands in writing, and promifed that 
he would inftantly tranfmit them to the 
miniftcr at war, whom he in the mean time 
infprmcd, that in order to avoid a greater 
6 inconvenience 
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jnconvtcnlenee it would he pioper to repair, 
the batteries at the port of Croific, at St, 
Nazaire, about ,a league below Nantes, Pim- 
beuf, and the port of Sables, Accordingly 
DuportaiU who was then minifler, had tho 
good fenfe to tranfmit orders for carrying 
thefe regulations into eiFed: : the foqr bat- 
teries remained however during the whole 
fummer, without any body tp guard t&em,^ 
The guns were thu5 conftantty ejfpqfod to bo 
(piked by the firft rogue who chofe to do 
fo, until the organic ation Qf five battalions 
of national guards, which he received orders 
to levy in autumn, one in each department^ 

This half^mtafure pn the part of the ge- 
neraly did not give much fatisfadtion to the 
fociety. His mild and conciliatory condu£t 
in reipeift, to the priefls, and the nobles^ 
whom he daily protected from the fury of 
the dubbifts^ contributed not a little to in* 
flame them ftill more againfl him* As he 
received intelligence that the inhabitants of 
la Vendee meditated a revolt, as he really 
had bufinefs of great confequence to tranfadt 
in la Vendee, and as it was neceflary for 
him to concert meafures with general Ver- 
I^ 3 teuil, 
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teuil^ whom he had not yet feen^ as aUb 
to infped the troops of his divifion and to 
caiife his authority to be recognized in the 
other departments^ he fct out from Nantes 
in the month of July. 

Couftard in the mean time being eledted 
a deputy, the club became more calm^ and 
when the general reCurned in the courfe of 
the autumn^ to levy the battalion of the 
lower Loire, he was greatly carefled, and 
repeatedly preflcd to fettle there ; but it was 
then too latc^ as he had made other ^ar- 
rangement; relative to his winter-quarters 
in a more central point of his very cxten- 
iive command^ and nearer to his lieutenant^ 
general^ who often ftood in need of his 
afliftance. 

On bis leaving Nantes, two very contra^ 
didjory opinions prevailed refpefting him. 
The jacobins looked upon him as * a con- 
cealed ariJiocrat\ the nobles as a violent 
democrat^ Equally in oppofition to the two 
fadlions, and meriting neither of thefe dc-r 
nominations, he had condu6ted himfelf ac* 
cording to the fuggcftions of a lincere pa- 
trjotifmi he was defirous of a monarchy and 

a conftitution;! 
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« conftitution» and he would mod; willingly 
have Sacrificed himfelf for the law and the 
king, pronded the one was not Separated from 
the other. In refped to a republic, he found 
France too extenfive, too rich, too relaxed 
in point of morals, to fuppofe that this 
ipecies of government would prove conge- 
nial ; and he regarded fuch a meafure as a 
misfortune, and the fource of a Sanguinary 
anarchy. His opinion has never varied; he 
ftiU thinks, even fuppofing the greatefl fuc- 
cfefs to attend the French republic, and this 
fuccefs to be. follow;ed by the mod trium« 
phant peace, that fuch a fyftem can not en- 
dure. 

He repaired firft to Rochelle, where he 
Spent a few days with his reSpe£lable gene- 
ral, who foon became his friend. He after** 
wards refided at Fonttn^yAc^omte^ovIe-people, 
the capital of la Vend^. He had no other 
troops there than a fingle Squadron, con- 
lifting of about one hundred and thirty men 
of the iixteenth regiment of cavalry, com- 
manded by a very prudent officer called 
Dille. In that place he ftudied the manners 
of this part of Poitou, and inveftigated the 
L 4 caufes 
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caufes of the frightful difcord that prevaUc4 
throughout the province. • 

The conftituent afTembly had at firft been 
joined hj all the petty clergy, who acquired, iq 
confequence of the revolutioD,, an additional 
confideration, and a more happy lot. But 
foon after, by the moft childifli impFudence,^ 
it had fubjeftcd the clergy to an.oath^ by 
which they were to fubmit to all the con- 
ftitutional decrees, tj^n, or afterwards to be 
enaSfed. This oath was equally abfurd and 
unjuft. It rendered all who pofleiired either 
fhame or confciertqe hoftile. The priefts 
the moft attached to liberty renounced their 
benefices. The arijlocrats and the dignified 
clergy took advantage of this defertion, to 
brandiih the torch of fanaticifm. Inftead of 
repealing this obnoxious law, the legiflator$ 
confidered only how they could beft» fup- 
port it, and the jacobins, enchanted at an op- 
portunity of committing excefles with im-r 
punity, commenced a cruel perfecution. 
The lower clergy of Poitou were refpedlable 
men. Irreproachable manners, more virtues 
than knowledge, and a patriarchal fimpli- 
city, had procured to them paternal au- 
thority 
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diority in their refpediVte parifhes* Thcit 
livings were filled up by apoftate monks, 
«nd priefts equally deftitutc of charafler an4 
morals. 

The peafant of Poitou is naturally good^ 
fimple^ unenlightened, extremely religi- 
ouSy and even fuperilitious. The greater 
part of the villages refufed tbefe new paf^ 
tors, concealed their venerable priefts, and 
ibon began to afiemble in the woods, to 
receive fpiritual afliftance/ while in the 
parifii churches divine fervice was per*-^ 
formed to empty pews, with the aiQftance o£ 
fixed bajronets. ' 

Thefe aflfemblies; although the pretext, 
and even the re^ mi>tive oftfcegriiter hum- 
'ber, was religion -alone, occafioned great rin- 
eafinefs on the part of the adminiArative 
bodies; this was fometimes well founded^ 
becauie the ariftocrats might make ufe of 
them as a cover for the mofl: dangerous 
defigns. 

The general was folicited to fend detach- 
ments to difperfe them. He procured in- 
formation relative to all the priefts concealed 
yx the department, and all the nobles who 

inhabited 
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inhabited it; this afforded him an oj^r--^ 
tunity of diilipating two or three of dieie 
meetings^ and of fecretly protedling the 
others, by caufing prudent advice to be 
given to the honeft priefts, who were very 
numerous. 

When the adminiftrators communicated 
their fears to him relative to a meeting 
which he knew to be innocent, he got on 
horiibback along with his aide^de^campt^ re- 
{iaired thither without any efcort, and re* 
turned, followed with the bleflings of theie 
good people. 

During the whole time he refided in la 
Vendee, he never fired a iingle mufket, and 
6nly imprifbned two feditious priefts. The 
club at Nantes anticipated the decree for 
fending theih to jail, and forced the depart* 
ment to fhut up a great number of them, 
who were not afterwards releafed without 
the greateft difficulty. 

The Icgiflators, previoufly to the adoption 
of fb violent a meafbfe, fent commiffioners 
into feveral departments, with a d«Ggn to 
procure information. The two fcleSed for 
la Vendee were Genfonne, an advocate of 
4 Bourdeaux, 
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BourdeauXy and Gallois^ a man of lettcn, 
bdon^g to Pads. They were both re- 
plete with genius^ wifdom^ and moderation. 
The general accompanied them for the ipace 
of a month throughout the departments and 
preieoted them with a memorial containing 
his own obfenrations. Genfonn^ was eledled 
a member of the national aifemblyi and that 
drcumftance proved his ruin; he was in- 
ftra^ed to deliver in an account of this mif- 
iion* He engrafted the whole of Dumou- 
riez memoiial on his own report^ but he 
dared not to infert the plan of the decree 
drawn up by that general^ containing a mo- 
dificadon of the oath* His report did not 
contain any conclufions whatever. It how- 
ler included an eulogium on the general^ 
who fucceeded in pacifying the country. 

This fame department has fince become 
atitfixMS pf 9 barbarous civil war 5 it is now 
only a heap of afhes^ and of ruins, although 
the inhabitants merit a far better fate. One 
mon endowed with fagacity might have 
cafliy prefervW tranquillity throughout the 
whole of this country, which the general 
quitted with regret. 

. During 
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Puring the winter be fixed his abode af 
JNiort, the capital of the department of th« 
two Sevres. . The inhabitants were good 
people 1 he was beloved by them, and h^ 
pofTefled very agreeable apartments in the 
ca(Ue« 

There was a club here, but it was lefa 
fiery than that at Nantes; he was prefi-> 
dent of it during a month, and he repeated 
the experiment on this fociety, which he 
had formerly made on the academy of Cher- 
bourg, He prevailed on the members to 
occupy their time in ufeful matters, fuch as 
the plans of new roads and canals, the re-c 
^ning of gunpowder, the manufadture of 
faltpetre, and the formation of charitable 
eftablifhments. Thefe ufeful occupations 
prevented them from delivering themfelvcs 
over to that impetuofity which rendered the 
other focieties fo dangerous^ He thus fpent • 
the coqclufion pf the year 175)1, and the 
inonth of January of the fuccceding year, 
amidft the pleafurcs pf ftudy and of friend- 
ihip. This was the fole peiiod fince the 
fetal epoch of the revolution; during which 
be enjoyed tranquillity, 

Th?' 
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The town of Niort invited him to infcribcf 
his name in the regiftcr of its citizens. Oh, 
good people t)f Niort ! whatever at prefcnt 
may be your opinion in reipcdl to general 
Dumouriez, he ftill eftecms you as the fcl- 
low*citizens of his adoption I all his wiHies 
arc directed towards your welfare I May 
your errors, and the evils that have refulted 
from them, foon ccafe ! May your virtues; 
which are only obfcured, barft forth with 
redoubled luftre ! You are worthy of hap* 
pinefs and of liberty ; i t is the abufe of the one 
that has deflroyed the other I You arc lefs 
culpable than any other corner of France^ 
and yet a civil war has rendered you th$ 
'rnoft miferable of Frenchmen. Oh f how 
happy will it render him to learn before his 
death, that happinefs aifd wifdom have once 
0iore made Niort the place of their abode ! 
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CHAP. Vt 
Dumouriez Minifierfor Foreign Affair t^ 



It Was decreed that Dumouriez fhould tx-^ 
change this calin» and, if not happy, at leaflt 
tranquil iituation» for the moft boiflerousand 
fiormy reverie^ The emigration of general 
officers had been fo prevalent, that in the 
month of January 1792^ he became a 
lieutenant-general by feniority, and this ne« 
ceflarily cletached him from the twelfth 
divifion. 

A war was already fpoken of, and pre-* 
parations were made accordingly. Nar-* 
bonne had taken a tour along the fron- 
tiers, to iifue orders for putting them 
into a ftate of defence. Three armies had 
been, formed. That of the north, com^ 
manded by the marfhal de Rochambeau, 
that of Alface by marihal Luckner (they 
were now both decorated with the dignity 
. > of 
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of marfhal), and that of the centre by La* 
fayette, who had been recalled from hi« 
cftate» whither he had retired after having 
loft his popularity in the capital, through 
the influence of the jacobins. 

Dumouriez received orders from the mi- 
nifter at war to return to Paris. Some of 
his friends at the fame time Solicited Leflart, 
then at the head of the foreign department, 
to demand that he fhould repair thither j 
they wifhed that he fhould ^ve him fome * 
advice, of which he ftood greatly in need, 
becaufe his talents did not reach above 
mediocrity, and the feeblenefs of his nego-^ 
^dons had embroiled the exterior fb much, 
as to throw him into inextricable embar-* 
raffments. 

He now enjoyed the pleafure of again 
feeing his unfortunate friend Laporte, whom 
he conjured to refign. This facrifice might 
perhaps have (aved him. The new airem«« 
bly, excepting the members of the de- 
partments where he had refided, and fome 
of the old legiflators, was entirely unknown 
to Dumouriez. It was two months with«^ 
out doing much good, being employed; 

merely 
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imd tills circuififtance unfortunately lulled 
Ihe court into a fatal fccurity. The mi- 
iiifters quarrelled with one another, as irt 
former times. ' Narbonne, who prefidedi 
in the war department, was the declared 
enemy of Bertrand, then at the head of the 
marine, who openly affedled ariftdcracy. 
The court kandl toward the latter, and 
Narbonne was fupportcd by Briflbt, Con« 
dorcet, and the Gironde\ who, although but 
juft arrived, had already acquired a pre- 
^cmderance by the fuperiority of its ora^ 
•tors. 

Genfonn6, ever fmce his return from \k 
Vendee, had panegyriied general Dumourieai 
to this party, and wifhed to fee him, either 
at the head of an army, or a miniften 
^ LeiTart afFe&ed to aik his advice, but Lamethi 
Duport, Beaume, and feveral others of thd 
former legiflators, who feemed only to 
remain in Paris, on purpose to turn the nevi^ 
$^mbly into ridicule, pofl^fled the whole of 
his confidence. They were the leaders of 
the FeuiUans^ who formed an oppofition in 
^ aflembly^ and out of the alTembl]^ aided 

the 
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the. king's party againft the jacobins* Du- 
mouricz at this period, and indeed ever fince 
the laft year, had conftantly faid to his friend 
Laporte: "If I were king, I would become 
a jacobin, on purpofe to get the better of 
all parties/' He has often reflefted on this 
circumftance, and he is ftill of opinion, that 
it would have been the beft counfel which 
Louis XVI could have followed, for from 
that moment the tone of that fociety would 
have been entirely altered. 

Narbonne received Dumouriez very gra-* 
cioufly, and announced to him, that he was 
to be employed under Luckner, in the army 
of Alface, and to command the divifion of 
Befan9on. He accepted of this appoint- 
ment, but at the fame time lamented, that at 
a moment when, according to appearance, 
a war was on the eve of takhig place, and 
was likely to become general, the Youth 
fhould have been neglefted, although France 
might be unexpectedly attacked in that quar- 
ter 5 he added that he deemed it neceflary to 
form a plan of defence, and to employ a 
commander in chief, and an army there. 

Narboniic approved of this idea; and Du- 
VoL. n. M moureiz 
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mourlez being charged with the necei&ry 
arrangements, fhut himfelf up during three 
days with a clerk at the war office^ and then 
produced his plan to the minifter. It was 
his wifh to be appointed the general of 
this army, which he regarded as a laft 
refource; for he fufpefted, that this Icgif- 
lature would not be able to fupport itfelf 
againft that fcorn with which it was then 
overwhelmed, and dreaded left the nation, 
cheated and betrayed, fhould have recourie 
to a civil war; he did not conceal his opinion 
from Genfonne, and feveral other members of 
theGironde, with whom Genfonne had made 
him acquainted. They evinced fimilar fears 
to him, and fupported his pretenfions with 
all their influence. Scarcely however had 
he delivered in his plan to Narbonne, when 
that minifter, and his antagonift Bertrand, 
were both difinifled. 

Degraves fucceeded to Narbonne; he was 
attached to the conftitution, young, des- 
titute of experience, and inadequate to his 
fituation both on account of the ftate of 
his health, dnd his timidity in public 
affairs. Dumouriez tranfmitted to the new 

minifter 
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minifter a copy of his plan of defence for 
the fouth, and it was refolved, that he fhould 
be appointed commander in chief of a 
fourth army. He frequently faw Leflart, 
who was often advifed by Laporte to follow 
his advice. They had all three ftudied 
together, but Leffart had never cultivated an 
intimacy with the two friends. 

Dumouriez learned daily from the Gi- 
ronde, fome members of which were in the 
diplomatic committee, * that this committee, 
and efpecially Briffot, who was the loader of 
it, were exceedingly difcontented with Lef- 
fart's negotiations, particularly thofe with 
the court of Vienna, and that that court 
embraced the opportunity thereby afforded, 
of returning replies which grofsly infulted 
the nation. 

On this he waited upon Leffart, and com- 
municated his danger to him. That nji* 
nifter, bafking in an ideal fecurity, told him 
in reply, that the negotiation was in a prof- 
perous train, and by way of proving it 
produced the copies of his difpatches to 
Mr. de Noailles, ambaffador from France 
to the emperor, the anfwers of that mi- 
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nifter, a note which he had caufed to be 
prefented to the prince de Kaunitz, and the 
reply to the fame. The iaft of thefe was 
conceived in terms difguflfully haughty; it 
confifted of a libel on the jacobins, and 
a formal refufal to regard the king a$ 
free. 

The aftonifliment of Dumouriezcouldonly 
be equalled by the tranquillity of Leflart. 
^ Has the diplomatic committee any know- 
ledge of thefe papers ?" faid the former. 

" Yes, they have copies of them all/' 

" In that cafe you are ruined if you do 
not go and withdraw them inftantly, prefent 
an anfwer conceivefl in a firm, and deter- 
mined tone to the writing of Mr. de Kau- 
nitz, and promife always to negotiate here- 
after in the fame ftyle." 

Leflart was not convinced. The dupe of 
tht Feuillans, he thought himfelf fure of 
being fupported by a great party in the 
aflembly. The fall of Narbonne was a 
check which Briflbt's friends had lately 
received, and he doubted not but he fliould 
be able to triumph in cafe of an attack. 
On leaving him, Dumouriez went and told 

Laporte, 
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Laportc, that he confidered Leflart as 
undone. 

On the very next day Briffoc denounced 
Leffart, and ftated a variety of accufations 
againft him. He then demanded that this 
minifler fhouW be defired^to appear before, 
and read to the affembly, the particulars of 
this negotiation vrith the court of Vienna^ 
v^hich, after an attentive examination, he 
deemed highly culpable. This happened to 
be on aThurfday> the day on which the fo- 
reign ambaiTadours dined with the minifler. 
Dumourie? was invited to be of the party. 
L^rt went to the affembly in the courfe 
qf the forenoon, and when he rjcad the 
papers, -murmurs of difapprobation were 
heard every where, even on the right hand 
fide ♦. The papers were ordered to be 
printed, and the committee was enjoined to 
jnake a report upon them. 

LefTart, confidering the printing of the 
papers as an aufpicious circumflance, ap- 

♦ The Feuillam^ who founded the conftitution in the 
former aflembly, and fiipported the royal authority in this, 
were accuftomcd to fit on the prcfidcnt*s right hand.r- 
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peared to be very well fatisfied. The fo- 
reign minifters, who are always crafty, 
loaded him with compliments; but Da- 
mouriez fpoke to him in private, and (aid: 
** In God's name make hafte to do what 
I before told you ; it is perhaps not yet too 
late." He continued in a ftate of blind 
ftcurity. Two days afterwards, in c<m- 
fcquence of the report of the terrible Briflbt, 
who was never more happy than whai he 
was employed in doing an ill office, the 
affembly paffed a decree for arreting him, 
and the unfortunate Leflart was fent to 
Orleans, whence he was only brought back 
to be murdered along with the other pri- 
foners at Verfailles, in the month of Sep- 
tember of that fame year. 

Dumouriez at this time was confined to 
his chamber by a fevere cold ; in the courfc 
of the Succeeding night, which was either 
the 9th or loth of March, the minifter at 
war called upon and informed him^ that 
the king had" appointed him minifter for 
foreign affairs, but on this condition, that 
he ftiould accept of it only ad interim^ 
becaufe, as Leflart was to be tried imme- 
diately. 
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diately, and not being crimmal, he would 
fbon return from Orleans, and re-affume hi3 
functions. 

He replied, that he neither wiihed to b© 
xmnifter ad interim^ nov Jine interim^ and that 
he would prefer the command which had 
been promifed him. Degravis infifted on his 
acceptance^ and Dumouriez perfifted in his 
jefufal. 

Louis XVI, ever fince the revolution, had 
been accuftomed to charge the bldeft member 
c^the council with the care of propofing proper 
peribns to fill up the vacancies ; and Degraves, 
who liad been in adminifl'ration only ten 
days, was already in that fituation. He 
was connefted with Petion 5 and the Gironde 
and Genfonne had prevailed on the diplo- 
matic committee to influence his choice. 
The conneftions that had fubfifted between 
Dumouriez and the count de Broglio and 
Favier, the diplomatic memorial which he 
had read to the jacobins, of which a new 
edition hadjuft made its appearance, and 
his prudent condu£l in the department of 
la Vendee, had induced the majority of the 
members of the alTembly to defire he might 

M4 bQ 
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be appointed to this office. Dcgravcs had 
accordingly mentioned him to the king, and 
' the king to Laporte, who advifed his majefty 
to give bis aflfent. 

On the following day Cahier de Gerville, 
' minifler of the home department, a man of 
a pure and enlightened civifm, and one in 
whom the king placed a juft confidence, 
waited upon him from his majefty with an 
intention to prevail upon him to accept of 
the appointment. He begged him to make 
his excufes to the king, and to tell him that, 
independently of his thinking himfelf better 
fijttcd for a military life, he would never ac- 
cept of that place ad interipi^ 

" Our affairs," continued he, " have already 
affumcd but too unfavourable an afpeft in 
foreign countries, for their courts to treat- 
with a temporary minifter j befides, a tempos 
rary appointment is an incautious proceed- 
ing, again ft which the national aflembly 
will proteft. In addition to all this, -the king 
himfelf will be injured by it, as it will feem 
to indicate that he thinks the decree againft 
his late minifter unjuft, or at leaft hafty. 
Thus, far from reftoring Leflart to his former 

fituation. 
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iituation, it would infallibly prove his ruin." 
He added, " That he himfelf was of opinion 
that the arreft was precipitate, becaufe, 
in conformity to the judicial proce^ngs of 
a free people, they ought to have commenced 
with a decree of accufation, and heard Lef- 
fart previpufly to his confinement; a circum- 
ftance which prejudged his fuppofed crimes/* 
This, however, was an additional motive to 
induce him to defire, that the king would 
nominate another perfon to fulfil fuch dan- 
gerous funftions. 

^ Cahier de Gervillfe returned to Louis, and \ 
re-appeared foon after with orders to accept the 
place^«^ interim. He then compl ied out of pure 
obedience, hoping to become more ufeful to 
his country and his king, and regretting 
much that he was obliged to abandon the 
command of the fouthern army, which was 
conferred on Montefquiou, who proved wor- 
thy of it, and who would have filled with 
credit any ftation that could have been 
conferred upon him, being a real ftatefman. 

He entered into adminiftration on the 
morning of the 15th of March, and was 
prefented to the king. He affifted at the 

council 
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council in the evening without a poftfoUo^ 
having no buiinefs prepared^ and made him- 
fclf acquainted with the forms. This coun- 
cil was coihpofed of only three minifters, 
pcgraves, Cahier de Gerville, and Dumou« 
riez. Duport-Dutcrtre had given in his fc- 
fignation, and appeared no longer at the 
board. The marine and finance departments 
were vacant. 

. Next day the king granted Dumouriez a 
private audience in conformity to his de-* 
mand. The world is much deceived in re- 
ipe£t to the character of this prince, who 
has been defcribed as a violent and choleric 
man, who fwore frequently, and was accus- 
tomed to treat his minifters with much 
roughnefs. Dumouriez, on the contrary, 
ought to do him juftice by obferving, that 
during the three months he was accuftomed 
to fee him, and that too in very difficult 
iituations, he always found him polite, mildj^ 
affable, and even very patient. 

This prince evinced a great timidity, 
which proceeded from his education and his 
diftruft of himfelf ; he had a difficulty in 
ipeaking, pofTeficd a moderate but corredt 

judgment. 
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judgment, a pure heart, and much know« 
ledge relative to the arts^ hiftory, and, more 
cfpecially, geography : in addition to all this, 
he was gifted with an aflonifhing memory. He 
was weak in point of charadter, and yet he 
ihewed great firmnefs, or what may be bet- 
ter termed great refignation. At this period 
he often mentioned his death to Dumouriez> 
as an event which he anticipated, , and he 
ipoke of it with the utmbft coohiefs. 

Every body recoUcfts what occurred on 

that day when he was infulted by Santerre 

and the populace of Paris, on which occa- 

iion they placed the red bonnet on his head. 

He. laid hold of the hand of a grenadier be«- 

Icmging to the national guards, and placing 

it on his breaft,. he faid to him, ** Feel if my 

heart beats ftronger than ufual." He was 

good> and yet he was but little fufceptible of 

regret, and flill lefs of attachment, except 

fer the queen. On the whole he was a very 

good prince; and had he been better 

educated, would have become one of our 

beft kings. 

Dumouriez accofted him in the following 
manner ; " Your order, fire, to accept the 

place 
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place which I had before refufed, perfuades 
me ^hat your majefty no longer entertsdns 
any prejudices againft me,'* 

« Moft certainly/' 

" Then, fire, I fliall devote myfelf to your 
fervicej but the fituation of a minifter is no 
longer the fame as heretofore 5 without ceaf- 
ing to be the zealous fervant of your ma- 
jefty, I am the man of the nation. I fhall 
always addrefs you in the language of liber- 
ty and the conftitution; wholly occupied 
with my funflions, I ihall not often have an 
opportunity of paying my court to you; 
and in this particular I (hall wave all man- 
ner of ceremony, the better to ferve you. I 
ihall not tranfafl bufinefs but with yottr«* 
felf, or at the council board. 

" ]5^^arly all thofe entrufted by you with di- 
plomatic functions are in a ftate of open coun^ 
ier revolution. I am preffed to propofe a change 
to you. 1 (hall perhaps hurt your feelings 
in the choice of their fucceffors ; I (hall men- 
tion candidates, fame of whom you are un- 
acquainted with, and others whofe names will 
difplcafe you. When your repugnance may 
be too ftrong and well founded, as you are 

the 
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the mafter, I willobeyj but if your choice 
be fugg^fted by thofe who furround you, 
and is vifibly calculated to do you hurt, in 
that cafe I fupplicate you. either to follow 
my opinion, or to appoint me a fucceflbn 

" Think of the many and terrible dangers 
that befiege your throne. It is neceflary to 
lupport it by means of the public confi- 
dence ; this is a conqueft yet to be achieved^ 
fire, and it entirely depends upon you. I 
haye this morning drawn up the plan of 
four important difpatches; I fhall prefent 
them at the firft council. They do not 
refemble, either in the principles or the ftyle, 
thofe of my predeceflbrs, bccaufe thefe mat- 
ters ought to be entirely direfted by circum- 
ftances. If my labours are agreeable to you, 
I fhall continue them; if not, my camp 
equipage will always be kept in readinefs, 
in order to ferve my country and you in the 
army ; that is my real element, and the great 
obje^St of all my thoughts for thefe laft thirty- 
fix years/' 

• The king, much aftonifhed at this dif- 
courfe, kindly replied, " I like your frank- 
nefs i I know you to be attached to me j I 

wifh 
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wifh for the conftitution, and I hope that 
I fhall be well pleafed with your lalx>ur9/' 
A great many things had been iaid to me 
againft you. 

Louis then fpoke to him about what had 
occurred in Normandy ; and after an expla- 
nation of the fa6ts, he appeared to be fatisfied. 

On his leaving the cabinet immediately 
after the king, who went to mafs, all the 
courtiers avoided him, as if he had been af- 
fe6ted with the plague, except two or three 
with whom he had been long acquainted* 
The marihal de Noailles, the duke de Niver* 
nois, and the unfortunate duke de Briflac, 
afiured him of their friendftiip. 

Next day he prefented to the council four 
memorials intended for the courts of Ma* 
drid, Vienna, Berlin, and St. James's. They 
contained the principles on which he wiftied 
them to be hereafter negotiated with ; and 
each 6f the ambaffadours ftationed there, in- 
ftead of garbling their difpatches, had orders 
henceforth to communicate the whole, and 
even to prefent a copy to the department for 
foreign affairs. 

The minifter in all thefe papers fpoke in 

the 
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Ae king's name, but direftly in the fenfe 
prcfcribcd by the conftitution, without me- 
nace, and without timidity. He difcuffed 
the true interefts of each of thefe powers 
relative to the French revolution ; and as all 
of them complained of the fcandalous pam- 
phlets publiftied by the jacobins, he attri- 
buted thefe injuries, which at the bottom 
were defpicable, to the indefinite liberty of 
the prefs during a revolutionary period. 

He moreover quoted the example of the 
Englifti, who even in the moft tranquil times 
fpeak of courts and nations with an injurious 
licence, not only in their numerous newt 
papers, but often in their parliament, and 
even in the houfe of peers. He obferved 
that no power had ever dreamed of declar- 
ing war againft Great Britain, or of fequef^ 
tering that country from the grand political 
body on account of thefe trifling occurrences, 
for which, as they proceeded neither from 
the government nor the nation, thefe could 
not be refponfible. He concluded by de- 
manding peace in the name of a free people, 
of whom the king was the hereditary re- 
prefentative. 

7 The 
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The difpatches gave great fatisfaftion to 
the king, who faid, " The like of thefe have 
never been prefented to me before." Cahier 
de Gerville replied : " Sire, this is the man- 
ner in which minifters ogght always to 
fpeak and write in your majefty's name.^ 
The couriers were all ready, and the dif- 
patches were fent off that very night. 

It was at this council that Degraves pro- 
pofed four new minifters -, for, notwithftand- 
ing the intreaties of the king and thofe of 
his two colleagues, Cahier de Gerville in- 
fifted on retiring, his health being indeed 
in a very precarious ftate. The king con- 
firmed his choice. Here follows the manner 
in which it was made. Degraves, as has 
been already faid, being the fenior member 
of the council, was charged to prefent to his 
majefty a lift of thofe whom he deemed moft 
proper to become minifters. He knew but 
very few, and Dumouriez ftill fewer; they 
were fcarce : the greater number of thofe, 
whom either would have chofen, were emi- 
grants or decided counter-revolutionifts j and 
in refpefl to the new men, whom the revolu- 
tion 
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don might have produced^ they had far too 
little knowledge of them to be able to make 
a proper feleflion. 

Petion and Roederer were at the head, 
the one of the municipality, the other of the 
department of Paris. Thefe two men, as 
alfo Bri/Tot, Condorcet, and fome of the 
members for Paris, appeared to be thebefl: 
calculated to give them the neceflary in- 
formation. They accordingly confulted them. 
Their choice was alfo greatly circumfcribed 
by the decree of the conftituent affembly, 
Miadting that none of its members fhould 
occupy My public employment until thg 
expiradon of two years after the difmiilioa 
<rf that legiflature. Had it not been for this, 
dbney would not have been fo much em^- 
ixirrafled. 

Duoiouriez only nonunated one minifler, 
And that for the naval department, which 
was the moft difficult of all to fill up pro- 
perly. This was Lacofte, eommijfaire^ordon-^ 
nateur of the marine. 

He recoUefted, that having been formerly 

firft clerk, he had preferred giving in his re- 

lignation to the minifter de Boynes, to par- 

Vptt II. N ticipating 
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ticipating in an injufticc. This circumftance, 
far from injuring Lacofte, although it oc- 
curred in the days of corruption, procured 
him the place of agent for the colonies. He 
was exceedingly induftrious, poflefTed great 
experience, an uncommon (hare of courage, 
a tried probity, an enlightened patriotifm. 
This was the fole appointment fuggeftcd by 
Dumouriez, Degraves gave his confent, and 
the Bordelais * rendering juftice to Lacofte-, 
who happened to be at Paris, he was the 
firft on the lift. 

In refpefl to the reft, the Gironde^ per- 
teiving that there was not any perfon in the 
capital proper to fill the office of minifter of 
juftice, propofed an advocate of Bourdeaux, 
called Duranton, who poffefTed confiderable 
reputation. He was a man of fufficient 
knowledge, very honeft, ' and an excellent 
citizen J but he was flow and irrefolute. Ht 
slfo was appointed, arid he arrived at the 
end of a fortnight, 

Claviere, a man of great talents, and a 

♦ Another name for the ruling party of that day in the 
national convention, Bourdeaux hcing the principal tov^n 
in the department of G/r^w^^.— Tranf. 

relation 
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relation '6r ally of Briffot, who had been 
fucceffively conne6led with Mirabeau, La- 
fayette, and the bifhop of Autun, and who 
liad drawn up a very celebrated and excel- 
lent memorial relative to the finances, was 
propofed and accepted as minifter of public 
contributions. 

" Roland, who, under the old government, 
had been long infpedlor of commerce and 
manufactures, and who was known by means 
of fome very able works on thefe fubjedts, 
was chofen minifter for the home depart- 
ment. 

• The council was thus complete, and it 
•was well felefted. Each of thefe fix mem- 
bers pofiefled talents, induftry, and a know- 
ledge of his own particular vocation ; and 
had it been in lefs difficult, or rather lefs 
paJjknaU times, they would have conduced 
the affairs of the kingdom* with ability. 
The court, and the ariftocratical news- pa- 
pers, were very witty on this adminiflration. 
Roland was faid to refemble a ftarch and 
formal quaker. His ftraight white hair, 
with very little powder, a black fult of 
clothes, and fhoes fattened with firings in- 
• N 2 ftead 
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ftead of buckles, made them confidcr him as 
a rhinoceros. His appearance, however, was 
at once decent and agreeable. 

They were pieafed to termthis th^fan/htdoae 
cdminiftratian. A courtier called one day on 
Dumouriez, and told him that this was tiie 
firname which had been given to them in 
the Thuilleries. « If we are fanfcUkates^' 
replied he, '' it will be more eafily diJcovex^ 
that we are men." The court papers never 
defignated him by any other appellation thaa 
that of the bonnet^rouge minifter, becaufe, ia 
confequence of a mifVake, he had been obliged 
. to appear in this attire at a fitting of the 
Jacobins, the very next day after his e»>- 
. trance into the miniftry *. The faft is, that 

be 

* The anecdote here alluded to, is as follows : The 
very next day after his appointment to the foreign departu 
ment^ he p^id his court to the Jacobin focrcty. The nd 
cap had been for foine time introduced as an emblem 
of patrioiifm, and was then worn by the prefident. Flat- 
tered with the appearance of one of the minifters, the 
members received him with every mark of refpedl ; and 
the citizen who prefided, under pretence of doing 411111 
honour, encircled his brows with the honneUrmge. Du- 
mouriez was anxious for the fupport of this very powerful 
and popular club \ but he was not aware of this ceremony^ 

which 
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lie never went thither again but once^ and 
that was on his return from the campaign 
againft the Pruflians. 

As to the appellation oi fanfcuhttes^ he 
believes that it was at this very period in- 
vented by the courtiers. It has produced' 
ftill more terrible confequences than that 
of rsLggatnuffins * in the Low Countries. It 
may here be remarked, that almoft all the 
nicknames defignating parties are vile \ and 
that> notwithftanding this, it is generally 
the fa£lion, iuperiour in point of dignity, 
that has invented them, to exprefs its 
fcom. 

Thefe members^ with more apparent pro- 
priety, but at the fame tkrie with as little 
truth, were termed thQ Jacobin adminijiration. 

which rendered him ridiculous in the eyes of the courtiers, 
and, confidering his principles^ muft have been a great 
mortification. — Tranf. 

* The French expreiEon is gueux. The tranflator be- 
lieves the original term of reproach to have been bettlery 
from the German word bettgly or ragged, of which the 
Spanifli courtiers were very liberal in the application to 
the Dutch patriots, who relieved their country from the 
tyranny of Philip II. It exaftly correfponds to our modern 
l^rafe of the Jivinijb multituJt.-^TrznU 

N 3 Neither 
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Neither Lacofte, Dcgrave, nor Duranton> 
were ever members of the fociety alluded to. 
Dumouriez, Roland, andClaviere, were three 
very fludious, and laborious men, who lived 
at home, aflifted but very feldom at the de* 
bates of this club prcvioufly to their en- 
trance into the adminiftration, never after- 
wards ; and who confidered it as a danger- 
ous aflcmbly, which it was neceflary either 
to fupprefs, or lull afleep, in order to render 
it lefs hurtful. The Girondifts were of the 
fanpie opinion, and the momeat they thought 
themfelves fure of a miniftry, all the mem- 
bers of which had been appointed by their 
influence, they attacked too early and too 
imprudently thofe very Jacobins, whom 
they thus rendered more furious and more 
powerful, and who in the end affaffinated 
them by means of that very poniard of re- 
publicanifm, which they themfelves had 
fharpened and confided to their barbarous 
hands. 

Dumouriez ought here to explain a feem* 
ing contradidion, which will appear fclf^ 
evident to his readers, more efpecially fuch 
a?, opening bi§ works with prejudices ag?iinft 

him. 
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bim, may feek to fpy out errours. He has 
announced throughout the whole courfc of 
thefe memoirs, that he never belonged to 
any faftion, and yet he is here appointed to 
the miniftry by the Girorldijis^ he allows the 
choice of his colleagues to be fcrutinized 
by them, he receives a treafurer for his own 
department from them, and confults them 
on the appointment of the diplomatic agents 
in foreign countries. To folve this enigma, 
it is only neceflary to refer to the different 
epochs. 

It was on the 26th of February 1792 that 
lie arrived at Paris from Niort, and he en- 
tered on his office on the 15th of March. 
The aflembly had only exifted fince the pre- 
ceding, 06tober, and had not as yet fixed 
}ts politics, its intrigues, and its fad ions. 
It was covered with ridicule by the ancient 
Conjiituttonals^ who were the leaders of the 
Feuillans, and who fuppofed that if they 
fucceeded in deftroying it, they themfelvcs 
vrould be recalled, and eflablifh the fyftem 
of two houfes of parliament, in imitation of 
England. This party formed the right 
han4 fide of the convention. All the reft, 
N 4 whether 
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whether Jacohins, Girondifts, or Impar«» 
tialifls, now united in, one body to tcfiflr 
this formidable attack* The Gironde fac- 
tion, properly fo called, was not as yet in 
beinj^, 

Dumouriez on his appointment knew the 
leaders of the Feuillans to be rafli, and 
puerile intriguers. He was neither the ene-^ 
my of the fyftem of two chambers, nor the 
advocate for it. Provided the monarchy 
were fupported by means of a folid conftitu- 
.tion^ he cared but little about its elements. 
But he diftrufted the meafures of that fac- 
tion ; he v/as afraid, if it fiicccedcd in anni- 
hilating this affcmbly, that it would be un- 
able to produce another, and that the maw 
of defpotifm would devour all the parties, 
whence he anticipated a civil war. Thus 
he fupported the Girondijis^ not as a fac- 
tion, but as being the ftay of the national 
aflembly. 

Degraves and Lacofte thought as he did. 
The firft retired; the fecond ftrove along 
with him againft the Oironde when it became 
in its turn a tyrannical fadion, with a dc- 
iign to fupport the executive power; from 

that 
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that moment they were expofed to all the 
rancour of its fury, more efpecially Du- 
tnourieZi who previoufly cautioned^ and 
afterwards unmafked them. There were 
at firft but two members of the adminiftra«* 
tion who could be termed real Girondiflsi 
tbefe were Claviere and Roland. After 
this, Servan, who fucceeded Degraves, might 
be confidered as appertainmg to that party; 
but Dumouriez, Lacofte, and even Duran-> 
ton, were always independents. The laft of 
thefe difpleafed them fo much, that they 
forced him to return to Bourdcaux, whence 
they had formerly brought him, becaufe, 
without infringing on his patriotifmi he had 
difplayed an attachment towards Louis XVI^ 
^ho was alfo fond of him. 

Dumouriez, on his entering into adminif* 
tration^ endeavoured to attach the faSion of 
the Gironde to the king ; he mentioned this 
matter to Laporte^ whom he faw lefs fre- 
quently than heretofore, and even then with 
caution. This prince would have done 
right had he followed this advice, inftead 
of permitting himfelf to be deceived by the 
Feuillans^ who proved his ruin* 

It 
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It was this circumftance that produced 
that letter to the king from Genfonnc, 
Vergniaud, and Guadet, which proved one 
of the crimes wherewith they were re- 
proached. At that epoch, the king by their 
means might have conciliated the affedions 
of the whole affembly, and even of the Jaco- 
bins themfelves; the government would 
then have afTumed a more mafculiiie tone» 
and circumflances would have brought about 
ihe reft. The evil genius of France dif- 
concerted all thefe meafures on purpofe to 
deftroy the royal family, the Feuillans^ and 
the Girondijisj and to produce the triumph 
of ruffians. 

This is the whole truth, and the feries of 
fads that follows will afford the complete 
proof. Dumouriez never had in view but 
one objed, and that was to unite the king 
and the nation indiflblubly together, by 
means of the conftitution. Beyond this, he 
could perceive no other refource for the fal- 
vation of hi^ country, with the dangers of 
which he was but too well acquainted. 

At the epoch of his adminiftration he 
wrote a letter to the prcfidcnt of the affem- 

bly. 
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Uy» in which he demanded the Aim of (ix 
millions of livres as fecret fervice money for 
his department This had been refufed to 
his predecefTors, becaufe the nature of the 
expences neceffarily precluding a detailed 
and public account, its employment might 
become dangerous. The Feuillans^ and the 
right Jide exclaimed againfl: this demand, 
averting that this money would be em« 
ployed in fubfidizing the Jacobins, or fquan- 
dered among thofe who had made him mi- 
nifter. Their bitternefs occafioned his fuc- 
cefs. He had announced, that if it were 
not granted to him he would not remain in 
office, and it was at length decreed, that the 
minifter for foreign affairs fhould have fix 
millions at his difpofal for the fecret ex-- 
pences of his department; of which he was 
not to render any account. He received the 
decree^ which he did not {o much as read^ 
and alfo the fum. This affair will be agaia 
mentioned* 

Petion was at this time mayor of Paris ; 
he concealed, under a mild and prudent 
appearance, a heart coldly wicked. Du* 
/pourie^s, who knew but little of him, faw 

that 
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that he pofTefled great credit, and wUhed to 
reconcile him to the king, with a view to 
dirDini(h the dangers and vexations of that 
prince. Petion was deilitute of fands for 
condu£ling the police of Paris ; he demanded 
through the intervention of the Girondifts 
and the minifters, and afterwards in perfon, 
that he fhould be fupplied with thirty thott-> 
fand livres per month, which were to be 
expended on the police. 

Before Dumouriez acceded to this pro«» 
pofition, which he deemed juft, fuppofing, 
as he had promifed, that this money (honld 
be expended in counteradling the agitators 
bf the people, in difcovering the plots of fo* 
reign agehts, and in enfuring the tranquillity 
of Paris, he, mentioned it to the king, who 
knowing the mayor of Paris better than he 
difl, adJrcfled him as follows : *♦ Petion is 
my enemy ; you will foon fee that he will 
expend this money in circulating libels 
againft mc ; but if you think it may prove 
ufeful, grant it," The nunifter imagined 
that this prince was influenced by prejudice; 
he accordingly obferved, that the refufal of 
fuch a fum would be confidered as a decla- 
ration 
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ratk>A cf {ttCjficioQ, and aDitnolityi and that 
k would render him an irreconcileable 
enemy ; be moreover added, that he deemed 
it pradent to advance money for the uie 
j^edfied^ and that it might prove the means 
of a reconciliation ; in ffaortj, in any cafe the 
fimi was too finali to render the abufe of it 
hurtful. ' Louis coalented. The miniiler 
caiifed the money to be carried to PetioD> 
and having difcovered that the king was igi 
the right, he never made more than one pay«> 
meat. 

Thoie employed in the office for foreign 
•ai^irs, and the minifters abroad, were de^i- 
Cidedly caunter*revobitionary. His predecef^ 
£)is, who were better courtiers than flatef- 
men, had been more buiied in conducing 
intrigues than in adminiAering the bufineis 
of the nation; indeed ever lince the difgrace 
of die duke de Choifeul, it had loft alt its 
influence in foreign countries, which it ap*. 
pearcd however to have refumed for a mo- 
ment, under Mr. de Vergenncs ; but this was 
only to relapfe into its former degradation 
lander the archbifhop Brienne. 

7 Franco, 
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^ France, notwithftanding its phyfical advan^ 
tages, had become in the fcale of European 
politics little better than a fecondary power. 
The revolution, and the conduA of the 
emigrants, had completed its annihilation, 
and it was then blotted out, as it were, from 
the political map. It was necefiary, . if its 
confideration was to be rcftored, to change 
all its agents, and employ others better cal« 
culated to fupport with dignity its conflitu«* 
tional fyftem* 

He began with reforming his own office. 
' The two firft clerks, Gerard de Renneval 
and Henin, conduced the affairs of this de- 
partment, and produced difpatches ready 
drawn up for the minifter's fignature. Thefc 
immediately demanded leave to retire on 
purpofe to anticipate the intentions of the 
new minifter. He portioned out his de- 
partment into fix feparate claiTcs. He ap- 
pointed a diredtor-general. He created a 
private fecrctaryfliip, and referved all the 
great di(pati:hes for himfclf. 

In the choice of new agents he confulted 
the moft enlightened members of the af- 
fembly, and with an exception of two or 

three 
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three Jacobins who happened to (lip in, the 
fele£lion was good. 

The Girondifts blamed the nomination of 
Bonne-Carrere as diredor-gcncral. He did 
not belong to any faiSlion. His youth had 
been rather debauched; he had been a 
gambler and a man of pleafure, which had 
cad an unfavourable glofs on his morals. 
Mirabeau, wuth whom he was intimately con- 
nected, had gotten him appointed miniftcr 
at Liege, Formerly fecretary to the Jaco- 
binsy out of whofe regifter his name had 
been expunged, he was acquainted with all 
the myfteries of that fociety. He was very 
faithful in his attachments, extremely ac- 
tive, was acquainted with all Paris, all the 
faftions, all the deputies of the affembly,. 
and the court. In addition to all this, he was 
fingularly laborious, poffcffcd a great facility 
in bufinefs joined to great clearnefs, and 
during the three months that he remained 
with Dumouriez, he proved uncommonly 
ferviceable. He was alfo very exadt in 
money matters, fo that his very numerous 
and virulent enemies had no well founded 
reproach to make him on this fcore. He 

was 
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was befides indefatigable j his fociety w^s 
very agreeable^ and he might be depended 
upon; in fhort he was y^ell calculated for 
his office, which he filled with great dexterity 
and utility. 

In addition to the advantage reaped by the 
public, the minifler by means of his reforms 
produced a great faving in his own depart- 
ment. He began with himfelf. His ap« 
pointments amounted to one hundred and 
£fty thoufand livres; he reduced this fam 
to one hundred and twenty thoufand, at the 
fame time ordering an increafe of iklary for 
the inferior clerks, and requiring more la- 
bour and afliduity on their part ; upon the 
whole he ecgmmifid his own office only to 
the amount of one hundred and thirty 
thoufand livres. He laid the two compara- 
tive eAimates before the king, who was well 
pleafed with his alterations, becaufe they, 
were conformable to his own principles. 
He alfo tranfmitted copies of them to the 
diplomatic committee, in order to fix irre* 
vocably his plan, which was alfo greatly ap* 
proved of by them. 

He then examined the Aate oi the peo* 

fions« 
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fibn's. The funds for condui^ing foreign 
affairs did not exceed five hundred thoufand 
livres a month, one moiety of whi(;h was 
deftined for the maintenance of miniflers ia 
foreign courts, their fccretaries, clerks* &c*, 
and alfo for the payment of annuities to 
them when permitted to retire; of the other 
half, the accounts were only delivered to the 
king himfelf* under the denomination of //?• 
cref expences. 

This fecond moiety was burdened to the 
amount of about a million of livres, in 
penfions to powerful noblemen, foreigners^ 
fpies, and xhtfecrecy of the poft-office, in other 
words, for the fcandalous abufc of this infti- 
tution, by the opening of letters. 

He had great difficulty in procuring an 
cxaa lift of thefe penfioncrs, who did not 
appear themfelves, but always received their 
allowance at ihe end of every quarter, on 
producing the orders of former minifters. 
He difcovered this trick, and commanded 
the payment to be fufpended, until their 
titles to their refpedive penfions ihould be 
verified. 

Vol. 11. O H« 
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tie then divided the penfiohs into thrde 
dafles. 

1^. Thofe of the old fervants of the ftatc, 
teiiieh were the worft paid. He caufed the 
arrears to be liquidated^ even prefented new 
gfatifications to thofe whofe demaiuis had 
been rejected, and augmented others which 
were too fmall, fuch as the allowance of 
Meffrs^ Follard and Odunne, formerly' mi-i 
niftcrs, and then in the eightieth year of 
their lives. 

z^'. The penfions granted in virtue of 
treaties, or engagements entered into^ in the 
name of France j fuch z& thofe afligned to 
the houfe of Parma, to that of Carignan, 
and to the countefs of Albany, widow of 
the pretender. He continued thcfe without 
ally difficulty whatever. 

3^. The penfions granted by mere favour^ 
or without any claim on the (core of diplo« 
matic fervices, or engagements with France; 
for example, Mr. Dogny, formerly intendanU 
general oi the poft-office, a man with an in- 
come of more than two hundred thoufand 
livres, had a penfion of thirty thoufand 

Ihres 
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li^vres a year out of the fecret fervice money. 
He inftantly, and without fcruple, cancelled 
all thcfe unjuft penfions, and with a (ingle 
ftroke of his pen gained between fix and 
fevea hundred thoufand livres for his de- 
partment. He had courage enough to refift 
the king's repugnance on this occafion, and 
when the bufinefs was once finifhed, his 
majefty was extremely well pleafed with it. 

Montmorin and Leflart had prevailed 
upon the king to nominate fucceffors to all 
the minifters in foreign courts, an arrange- 
ment which produced a double expence. 
He< reprefented, that none of thefe fubftitutes 
could be employed without embroiling the 
executive power anew with the nation. 
The prince accordingly fupprefled this lift, 
and the double employment inftantly ceafed. 
In fhort, by thefe means he enriched his 
department to the amount of more than a 
million. 

He caufed a lift, and minutes relative to 
all the diplomatic candidates, propofed by 
the committee, to be drawn out • he himfelf 
only appointed four, who had been formerly 
minifters, and with whofe talents he was 
O 2 well 
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well acquainted ; and five others, who, al-- 
though never employed in that capacity, 
were well informed men: thefe were the 
chevalier de Taules, Chateauneuf his coufin, 
Emanuel de Maulde, nephew of marflial 
d'Armentieres, Naillac, and Mourgues. 

He prcfented this lift to the king, and 
ftated at the fame time, that although prcfC- 
ed by the diplomatic committee to remove 
the whole of the minifters, he would not 
propofe to him to make this change all at 
once, but by degrees, and as the necefllty 
of' negotiations might require; which would 
afford time to make inquiries relative to the 
principles and talents of thofe included in 
the lift : and he added, that, five excepted, 
he did not know one of them. 

He alfo remarked, that among tlie minifters 
at prefent employed, three clafTcs ought to be 
diftinguiftied : 

I. Thofe who had openly avowed coun- 
ter revolutionary principles, and who ought 
to be inftantly recalled j 
. a. Thofe who, having conduced them- 
felves with prudence, might be retained ^ 
ufmg the precaution however of chang- 
3 ing 
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ing their refidence, which would be an 
advantage to them, as they would obtain 
more important mifiions in virtue of their 
feniority ; 

3. Thofe in whofe welfare his majefty 
took particular intereft : and he promifed to 
retain thefe, provided they were not at the 
firft rate courts, and did not appertain tq 
the firft clafs. 

The king allowed all thefe propofition? 
to be reafonabie, and was well pleafed with 
his attention to him; he did not except 
to the general reform, which was flow, and 
direfted with prudence, in any other in- 
ftances than thofe of Mr. de Durfort, minifter 
at Venice, and Mr. de Chalons, the ambafla- 
dor in Portugal, 

The minifter deemed it his duty to make 
a very moderate ufe of tlie great latitude 
allowed him by the king, in refpcdl to thef? 
qo^ninations. He comn^enced the fyfteni 
pointed out in his diplomatic memorial, 
by being fparing of the title of ambaflador, 
and replacing, all fuch as often as poflible, 
by means of minifters plenipotentiary. 
Exifting circumftances were favourable to 
this fyftcm. 

O 3 Ho 
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He alfo wiflied to diminifti the number 
of little appointments, which were un- 
attended with any ufeful objeft, fuch as 
thofe of Liege, Dantzick, the petty princes 
of Germany, &c. He was not willing to 
keep ambafladors any where but at Vienna, 
London, tht family courts*^ Venice, Swit- 
zerland, and the Porte. Every where elfe» 
he thought miniflers plenipotentiary were 
fufEcient. As to the little courts, he 
united them to the great embaffies, and 
left the bufinefs to be tranfafted there by 
chargis d^ affaires ^ under the title of fecre- 
taries of legation. The difcredit into which 
France had fallen, and the difficulty of 
finding proper perfons, ftill more confirmed 
him in this plan. Thefe inferior, and, as 
they may be termed, ambulatory appoint- 
ments, werQ fo many primary fchools for 
the diplomatic agents, who might form 
themfelves there with more fimplicity, and 
lefs pretenfions. 

In conformity to this idea, the follow- 
ing promotions were fandlioned by the 
king : 

* Thefe were Madrid, Turin, an J Naples. — Tranf. 

8 De 
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De Maulde was nominated minifter ple- 
nipotentiary at the Hague, in the room of 
Gouvcrnet, fon of La Tour du Pin, formerly 
minifter at war. Barthekmi, an old nego- 
tiator, who refided ' at London as charge, 
d'affaires, was appointed ambafladour ' in 
Switzerland, in the place of the marquis de 
Verac j and Verninac, minifter in Sweden. 
Vibraye, minifter plenipotentiary at Drefden,^ 
was fent in the fame quality into Denmark, 
in the room of the baron de la Houze, be- 
come incapacitated for public bufmefs by a|i 
apoplexy. The fon of general Montefquiou 
replaced Vil)raye at Drefdsn. Macault, fon 
to the lady of the fame name, who had 
httn Jub^governefs to the king and his bro- 
. thers, left Stutgard, and was appointed am- 
bafladour at Naples; he was fucceeded at 
Stutgard by Maiflbnneuve, brother-in-law 
of Mr. de la Tour-Maubourg. Caillard, an 
old negotiator, became minifter plenipoten- 
tiary at Ratifbonne, and Dafllgne at Munich 5 
he had been appointed by Leffart. Chateau- 
neuf replaced Caftelnau, who was the avow- 
ed agent of the princes, at Geneva. Villars 

O 4 went 
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went to Mayencc, and dc Pons was {hnt to 
rcfidc at Cologne, in thfc place of Mau- 
Icvrier. 

As it had been long fince agreed that 
Talleyrand, formerly bifhop of Autun, who 
poffefTcd great talents, fliould negotiate in 
England s and as there was fome difficulty 
in affigping to him a public charafter, on 
account of the decree excluding members of 
the conftituent affembly, the minifter (ent 
him thither under the fhadow of young 
Chauvelin, the fon of his old friend and 
general, to whom he had aflured a place, 
after the expiration of the two years limited 
by the decree, at the end of which term 
Talleyrand w^as to appear in the character 
of ambalTadour* 

This promotion was fage. The greater 
number of thofe now appointed were feleft- 
cd froni among fuch as had been long cm- 
ployed in public affairs. They were all 
known to the king ; there was only one Ja- 
cobin, and he was a man of talents, fagacity, 
and prudence. Diimouriez alfo fele6led out 
of the lift a great number of candidates to 

a6t 
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a£t as fecretaries to the embafHess t^ielr placet 
were but of little confequence, ^s they werp 
removeable at pleafure. 

He himfelf drew up inftruftions for each 
of thefe minifters, fo that their fyftem of 
negotiation might be uniform, and that they 
might avoid all puerile and diplomatic in^. 
trigues. He fuffered the other minifter$ 
to remain, that he might have an opportu- 
nity of trying them, before he came to a fi- 
nal determination on their account. 

His life, during the three months he was 
in adminiftration, wa? the raoft unhappy 
and laborious that it is poiTible for any one 
to conceive. He entered his clofet at five 
o'clock in the morning ; and at fix Bonne- 
Carrere came to tranfacl bufinefs with him^ 
At eleven o'clock commenced thofe audiences 
which made him lofe fo much time. At four 
Ije lat down to table. At half an hour after- 
five he returned to his office, whence he 
retired at midnight to fopper, and went to 
bed at one o'clock in the morning. 

Jhe days when he attended council, or 
when his prefence became neceflary at the 
affembly, or the diplomatic committee, only 

produced 
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produced a more embarraffing variety. Add 
to this the intrigues, the injuries, the pam- 
phlets, the calumnies, the very infults to 
which he was expofed during this period, 
and then, ambitious men, fay, whether ye 
dare to defire to become the minifter of a 
people in a ftate of revolution, and a prey 
to cabals, dafhing againfl each other like 
the waves of a fca, agitated by a violent 
tempeft ! 

The king began feemingly to place confi- 
dence in him, and was pleafed at the frank* 
nefs with which he inforined him of every 
thing that occurred ; of which, however, he 
himfelf was but too well informed, for the 
greater part of the domeftics of this unhappy 
prince were at the fame time his enemies and 
his fpies. It was at this period that he one 
day faid to general Montefquiou, " I was 
told that Dumouricz had but an indifferent 
head; he, however, always gives me good 
advice." Would to God that he had but 
followed his counfels ! 

The king mentioned to him one day, that 
the queen wifhed to have a private confer- 
ence with him. He was very much vexed 

at 
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At this information, as it was an utinecefl&ry 
ftep, and one that might be fubje<5i: to a 
wrong interpretation from all parties. It 
was neceffary, however, to obey ; and he was 
ordered to wait on her majefty an hour be- 
fore the council met. He took the precau- 
tion to infringe half an hour on this danger- 
ous appointment, fo that it might be of as 
fhort duration as poffible. He had been 
prefented to this princefs on the day of his 
nomination, and fhe had addrefled him in a 
very indeterminate and fhort difcourfe, irl 
' which flie preffed him to ferve the king with ' 
fidelity ; he had replied in a refpeclf ul and 
vague manner, and had never feen her ' 
fince. 

On being introduced into the queen's 
chamber, he found her alone, very much 
flufhed, walking backwards and forwards 
with hafty fteps, and with an agitation that 
prefaged a very violent explanation. He went 
and pofted himfelf at the corner of the fire- 
place, much grieved at the unfortunate lot of 
this princefs, and the terrible fenrations fhe 
experienced. She at length advanced to^ 
wards him with an irritated and majeftic air, 

and 
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and fpokc as follows : " Sir, you arc all- 
powerful at this moment, but it is through 
the favour of the people, who foon demolifh 
their idols* Your fituation depends upoa 
your conduct. It is faid that you poflefs 
great talents. You ought to know, that 
neither the king, nor myfelf, will fuffer either 
thefe novelties, or the conftitution, I declare 
it frankly to you j you are therefore to choofQ 
the part you are to aft." 

He replied as follows : ** I am fliocked a^ 
the painful confidence which your majefty 
has chofen to honour me with. I will not 
betray it : but I am placed between the king 
and the nation, and I appertain to my coun- 
try. Permit me to reprefent to you, that 
his majefty's fafety, your own, and that of 
your auguft children, are connefted with th^ 
conftitution, as alfo the re-eftablifliment of 
his legitimate authority. I fhould treat you 
and him unjuftly, if I fpoke to you in a dif- 
ferent manner. Both of you are furrounded 
by enemies, who facrifice you to their own 
private interefts. If once the conftitutiop is 
in vigour, far from occafioning unhappinefs 
^0 the king,, it will prove his felicity an4 
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joy ; it is neceflary, therefore, that he fhould 
concur in eftablifhing it folidly and quicks 
ly." 

The unfortunate queen, ftiockcd at hear- 
ing her prejudices thus oppofed, rejoined in 
a more pafliionate and louder tone of voice : 
" It will not laftj therefore take care of 
yourfelf!" 

Dumouriez then addrefled her again with 
a modeft firmnefs : '* Madam, I am more 
than fifty years old -, my life has been full of 
perils; and, on entering into adminiftration^ 
I reflected that refponfibility was not the 
greateft of my dangers/' 

Alas!'' exclaims fhe, in a melancholy 
tone of voice, " how much am I calumni- 
ated You feem to think me capable 

of caufing you to be affaflinated V* And on 
faying this, the tears ran down her cheeks. 

Agitated as much as herfelf, " God for- . 
bid !'' cried he, ** that I fhould commit fuch 
a cruel injury. The charafter of your ma- 
jefty is grand and noble; you have given 
heroic proofs of it, and thefe have infured 
my admiration and attachment." 

On 
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On this (he became inftantly calm> ap« 
proached towards him, and fupported her- 
felf on his arm. He then continued : " Be- 
lieve me, madam, when I fay that I have 
no intereft in deceiving ypu, for I abhor anar- 
chy and crimes as much as yourfelf. Confide 
in me, for I \>oSc{s experience. I am alfo 
better fituated than your majefty to judge of 
events. This is not a momentary popular 
commotion, ^z you feem to believe. It is 
the almoft unanimous infurreftion of a 
mighty nation againft inveterate abufes. 
Numerous and great faflions fan the fire ; 
and all of them abound with idiots and ruf« 
fians. I fee nothing in the revolution but 
the king and the whole nation; whatever 
tends to feparate them, contributes to their, 
mutual ruin ; I fhall labour as much as pof* 
fible to re-unite them, and I crave your af- 
fiftance. If I am an obftacle to your de- 
figns, and if you perfift in them, tell me ; I 
fliall inftantly deliver in my refignation to 
the king, and retire in order to lament in a 
corner the fate of my country, and your 



own.'* 
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The concluding part of this converfation 
produced an entire confidence on the part of 
the queen. They then converfed about the 
different fa£lions; he pointed out the er« 
rours and the crimes of all of them, and he 
proved to her, that fhe herfclf was betrayed 
by thofe who furrounded her. He quoted 
words uttered under the feal of the moft in- 
violable confidence, and this princefs feemed 
to be entirely convinced. 

He was at length obliged to point to the 
clock, and (how that the hour for attending 
the council-board had elapfed, on which fhe 
difmifTed him with a ferene and affable coun- 
tenance. She was then well difpofcdj but 
her confidents, and the horrible excefTes en- 
gendered by Marat's papers and the Jaco- 
bins, foon replunged her into her former 
fatal refolutions. 

• At another time fhe faid to him in the 
prefence of the king, ** You behold me quite 
difconfolate s I dare no longer approach the 
windows that look into the garden. Yefter- 
day evening I appeared at that oppofite the 
court, on purpofe to breathe a little frefh 
air. A cannoneer of the national guard 

feized 



Digitized 



by Google 



( 2eS ) 

feized that opportunity to overwhelm me 
with the groffeft infults, adding, by way of 
conclufion, " What pleasure would it 

GIVE ME to have YOUR HEAD STUCK ON 
THE POINT OF MY BAYONET V* 

** In this frightful . garden you behold in 
one place a man mounted on a chair, and 
reading the moft horrible calumnies againft 
us in a loud tone of voice ; in another, yott 
perceive an officer, or an abbe, dragged to- 
wards a bafon of water, and overwhelmed 
with injuries and blows; and, during all 
this, fome play at foot-ball, or walk about 
without the leaft concern. What a habita*; 
tion ! What a people V* She had but too 
much reafon to fay fo. 

Dumouriez was in a ftate of conftema-^ 
-tion, and fighs were the only anfwer he 
could make. But he always concluded by 
recommending the moft cordial union with 
the national aflembly, becaufe every other 
refourcc was annihilated, for he had always 
confidered a counter-revolution as impoflible. 
It might indeed have fucceeded if the princes 
had not emigrated, or if they had returned-, 
if the nobility had every where refumed their 

poib; 
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pofts 'j and if all this had been accompani^ 
by a well-conduftcd plan. But ftill, what 
dangers! . 4 . • .• 

He never ceafed to entertain the moft me- 
lancholy refledtions, after the alarming coii- 
fidence the qu^en had bellowed upon him. 
Seeing her but feldom in the king's apart- 
ment, when any important bufinefs brought 
him thither in the morning, he was more 
vigilant than ever relative to the proceedings 
of the court. All the late body-guards had 
gone to join the princes s' and he learned that 
her majefty had caufed money to be given to 
fome of them. He advifed Laporte and the 
king to obferve greater fecrecy in their pro- 
ceedings, and above all. things' to beware 
not to allow it to be difcovercd by any in- 
difcretion on their part, or that of their 
agents, that they countenanced this emigra- 
tion. They obferved to him in return, tliat 
the money advanced was merely in payment 
of former fervices,. and that thofe who re- 
ceived it had not declared their intentions to 
emigrate. 

A new conftitutional guard had been 
Vol. II. P formed 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



( 2ia ) 

fetmed for the ki])g» ttioSt of the oflSlcers of 
ivhich had ^quitted their refpe^SUre regiments 
becaufe they would not fubibribe the oath i 
it was compofcd of one third of troops of 
the line, and of tneo thirds of national guards, 
chofcn by the departments from among the 
handfomeft, mod refpeftabie^ and beft edu- 
cated citizens. The officers had eafily gained 
over the old troops of the line, whom, in- 
deed, they themfelves had fele£ted; but as 
they were unable to (educe the young citi- 
ssens appointed by the departments, thty 
iirft maltreated^ and afterwards obliged them 
to refign. 

Under pretence of fupplying die vacancies 
occalioned by thefe means, they enlifted all 
the cut-throats of Paris, and all the gamblers 
and fwindlers, with which that city abounds. 
They opened houfes of* rendezvous for their 
recruits, and thus, inftetd of being com* 
pofed in a conftimtional manner, and con- 
fifting of eighteen hundred men, it amounted 
tonearfixthoufandaflaffins. Among thisnum- 
ber werelbmeyii^ brethren, whobcingfeduccd 
with the lure of a few affignats, became 
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ijpies upon their leaders, and rendered an ac* 
count of all their operations to the com* 
mittee of ptiblic fafecy. 

Dumouriez, who wis well informed of 
this, had often mentioned it to the king, 
who always replied : ** Ah ray God ! if they 
fufped the duke de BrifTac to be the leader 
of a dangerous confpiracy, they are much in 
the wrong.*' 

In the mean time the new body guards al- 
ways alTumed a menacing air, when they be« 
held the minifters and the commiffioners of 
the aflembly pafs through the caflle on pur* 
pofc to prefent decrees to the king for his fig- 
nature. They formed an intimacy with two 
or three battalions of national guards that did 
duty along with them ; but they treated the 
others with fcorn. They renewed the fri- 
volous ceremonies of the old court on pur- 
pofc to quarrel with, and mortify them, re- 
lative to the mode of fervice. In Ihort, 
things were carried to fuch a height, that 
fuipicions were everywhere engendered. 

The clubs and the municipality at length 
interfered. The national affembly became 
alarmed. It was faid, that at the barracks 
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of the body guards, formerly the military 
fchool, there was a white flig concealed,and it 
was added, that it had been prefented to them 
by the king. The people of the fuburbs in 
that neighbourhood alTembled, the munid-* 
pal officers put thcmfclves at their head» 
and demanded to enter; this was at firft 
refufed, and the officers made preparations 
to defend themfelves, but according to cut- 
torn, they were abandoned by their men ; 
they fcarched every where, and only found 
a very fmall white flag, which was faid to 
have covered a cake given to or by the 
dauphin. They however difcovercd a num- 
ber of fongs and hymns in favour of the 
king, and againfl the national afTembly, 
and alfo a quantity of newfpapers compofed 
in the fame drain. 

It was then that the afTembly took a clofer 
infpedion, not only into the condud, but 
alfo the compofition of this corps i it caufed 
a legular report to be made, proving that 
its formation was unconflitutional, and it 
pafled a decree enjoining the king to dif- 
band it; at the fame time orders were 
iflfued for the arreft of the duke dc Brifl[a6. 

7 The 
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The king wiflied to refift the decree i but 
,thc council prevailed upon him not to cx- 
pofe himfelf to danger, for a corps of which 
he knew fo little. They reminded him pf 
the terrible cataftrophe of the 5 th and 6th 
of Odober 1789. Dumouriez could not re- 
frain froni exprefling his aftonifhment, that 
he fhould difplay more warmth and intereft 
in behalf of a new raifed body, than of his 
old guards, who were far fuperiour. At 
length the king yielded, and this corps was 
caftiiered. 

It was infifted that his majefty fhould 
create a new body guard, and feledt more 
prudent officers. This propofition was not 
acquiefced in, and he was much in the 
wrong, not only on his own account, what- 
ever might be his projeds, but becaufc this 
circumftance gave occafion for new fufpi- 
cions, on account of the infidious careffes 
laviihed by the court on the battalion des 
Filles de St. Tbomas^ compofcd of bankers 
refiding in the ftrcet Vivienne^ and other 
opulent inhabitants, who were afterwards 
facrificed on the loth of Auguft. 

It was at this epoch that the miniftry 
P 3 carneftly 
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earneftly infifted, that the. king fhould pre* 
vail on his brothers (o return to France, 
Louis entered into this fcheme without hefi- 
tation, and accordingly employed the chc-? 
valier de Coigny on the miiSoat H9 prefTed 
themjj in a letter written with his own hand, 
to repair to him. This plan proved how-- 
ever abortive; they infiftcd on remaining 
in the elcftorate of Treves, in order to arm» 
as they faid, for his deliverance, 

Their obftinagy formed one of the prin- 
cipal xraufes of the declaration of war, which 
might have been avoided had they returned, 
Their prefence might perhaps have changed 
the face of affairs. There would be fomc 
danger, but it was their duty to expole 
themfelves to it, that they might not aug- 
ment by their refufal that of the prince^ 
who was fufpe6ted of conniving at thei^ 
proceedings, and who added Ilrength to this 
Ibfpicion, by his previous flight, and his 
dubious conduft after his return. 

Another caufc of jealoufy in rcfped: to 
Louis XVI was the inexcufable multipli- 
cation of knights of St. Louis. It feemed 
as if this honorary diftin^ion had been con* 

yertcdji 
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yerted, ever fince his refidence in Paris^ into 
g mere fymbol of conrpirapy. $uch AH 
.-abuih had ib difgraced this i^ilitary prder^ 
forqierly fo refpedtable^ tha( if by fome isxx^ 
probable occurrence, the old government 
had been qftablifhed anew, v or if a conftitUr 
tional king bad been authorifed by the na^ 
tion to confer this decoration on its war-p 
riors, it would have been abfolutely necef^ 
fary either to bave regenerated it, or to 
have fubftituted another order in its place, 
on account of the impoffibility of fuffering 
it to remain on its prefent footing ; for the 
crofs of St. Louis was no longer held in any 
degree of eftimation by the public. It is 
certain that more than fix thoufand had been 
given away during the laft two years, and 
out of this enormous number, not one iixth 
had been procured by defert. 

At this time but too much real ground 
of complaint was given to the 8wifs can- 
tons. The regiment of Cbateauvieux had 
revolted at Nancy. Forty- two foldiers had 
been tried according to the laws of their 
nation, condemned to the gallics, and tranf- 
ferred to Breft. Partly from hatred to gc- 
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nePal Boiiille, w'ho was the contriver of the 
king's flight,, and who had formerly chal^ 
tifed the rebeli of Nancy, and ^partly oiit of 
oppofition to Lafayette, who had very pro- 
perly fupported pouille in this latter affair, 
the Jacobins began to confidef the inhabit 
tftftts of Nancy as the viftims of defpotifm; 
they alfo, refolvcd to deliver Hhe'^wifs galley- 
fiaves. * -^^ 

In this cafe, it would have been proper to 
have fentthemto their refpefitive cantons, 
that they might be dealt with according to 
their pleafure. To liberate men who had 
been condemned to fuffer punifhment, was 
to infult the cantons, and to attack their 
capitulary rights, by which they were al- 
lowed to decide on the fate of the culprits 
appertaining to their own body. We had 
already a fufficicnt number of enemies on 
our hands, without quarrelling with an ally 
that condudled herfclf fagely in refpeft to us, 
and more efpecially with a free and republi- 
can nation- 

The minifter reprefented all the dangers 
of fuch an inexcufable proceeding to the 
diplomatic committee, but neither it, nor 

the 
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the • national affembly would interfere. He 
then addrefled himfelf to Collot-d'Herbois, 
a cothedian and furious Jacobin, whdm he 
endeavoured to • gain by the profpeft of a 
place. This player had taken it into his 
head to imagine that he ought to be ap- 
pointed to the home department, and he 
bad on this account retained a grudge againft 
thei minifter for foreign affairs. Inftead of 
complying with his juft folicitations, he re- 
doubled his enthuliafm : the Jacobins of 
Paris accordingly condufted the galley flaves 
of Chateauvieux from Breft, paraded them 
through the metropolis in a triumphant 
car; prefen ted them to the affembly, and 
forced it to fahdlion the fcandalous injury 
which was thus committed nationally againft 
a nation allied to us. 

Another circumftance, that happened to 
occur at this. period, aggravated the wrongs 
of France againft the canton of Berne ; this 
was an occurrence relative to the regiment 
of Erneft, which was difarmed, and fent out 
of Aix, a little indeed through its own fault, 
but much more on account of the bad con- 
dud of general Barbantane. Thefe two 

events 
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events greatly embarafled Degraves andJDu« 
mouriez, who prevailed on the king to per^ 
mit them, to make ufe of his name to repair 
the wrongs of the nation, in which tbey 
focceeded. The minifler of foreign affisurf 
caufed the red riband to be beftowed on IVfr^ 
de Vatteville, major of this regiment^ aod 
he was afterwards appointed colonel, on tb« 
refignation of Mr. Ernft, who was alio pre* 
fented with a fimilar decoration. 
. On this occaiion Degraves told Dumou^ 
riez» that if he himfelf were defirous of the 
red riband^ he would^propofe it at the fame 
time. He befought his colleague to pro<^ 
ceed no further in this matter, but Dumou* 
riez took an opportunity to mention iJt to 
the kingi who faid that he would, moft 
readily confer it on him. He replied 9S 
follows : " Sire, your majcfty would in this 
cafe injure yourfelf, and I (hould be confidered 
as fold to you. I have ferved you during 
thirty-fix years, I have been a knight of St. 
Louis thirty, I am covered with wounds, 
and I have made ten campaigns. It is not 
until after the conftitution ihall have been 
firmly eftablifhcd, and your majefty ren- 
' dered 
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dcred happy^ that I can accqpt the favours 
you may pleafe to confer on me^ without 
^ny fblicitation however on my partt" Ho 
llien caufed the va<;ant riband -to be con* 
ftrred upon an old lieutenant-general called 
Verdipres, 

At this period the fix minifters lived to« 
gether on friendly terms. They had agreed 
to dine with each other by turnS) during the 
three days in ^very week when the council 
aflembled, and to admit no other con^pany* 
Each produced his difpatches, they talked 
over the bufineis about to be fubmitted to 
^eking^ and they difcufTed every article 
minutely, to prevent any difputes before him, 
and alfo to form one common opinion. 
This continued during yearly a month, 
at the end of which time, Roland wijQbed 
that his wife and his friends might h^ ^d^ 
mitted at his table. 

Lacofte and Dumouriez, on this, after hav<- 
ijig vainly oppofed fuch a ridiculous inno- 
vation, refolved no longer to carry their 
papers to thefe dinners. This was a con- 
trivance invented by the Girondifts^ on pur- 
pofe to internieddle with public affairs, and 

to 
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to regulate the government. They were 
very angry with thefe two miniftcrs. It 
was th^n that Dumouriez told Genfonne, 
that his brethren began to be too ambitious 
a fadlion, and that the petulance of Guadct, 
the levity of Briffot, and the malignity of 
Condorcet, would prove their ruin. Gen- 
fonn6 remained with this party, on purpofe 
to endeavour to conduft its operations with 
more propriety. Vergniaud often quarrelled 
with it. Guadet and he were rivals in ora- 
tory. It was pride, rather than patriotifm, 
that aduated their public conduft. 

There was an affair which the king had 
much at heart, and yet he had never been 
able to prevail upon himfelf to difclofe it to 
Dumouriez, During the laft eight or ten 
days, the latter perceived that this prince 
concealed fomething from him, and yet 
feemed ready to make the difclofure when- 
ever they were in private together. This 
was the nomination of a. governor for the 
dauphin. His majefty wifhed to confer 
this place on Fleuricu, a man of merit, a 
member of the academy of fciences, and a 
captain in the fca fervice; he had been 

during 
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during a very (hort period at the head of 
the marine department. The king fpoke^a 
his confidents on this fubjed, who inftantly 
converted it into a matter of traffic, and 
promifed that his choice fhould be acceded 
to, provided he facrificed two millions of 
livres -, his majefly, liftening to nothing but 
the violence of his own defires, and thofe 
of the queen, had unfortunately confented. 

The minifter on hearing of this, inftantly 
waited upon him. He told him that he 
was deceived by his confidents, who were 
no better than rogues -, that this was not a 
proper time to introduce fuch a propofition, 
becaufe Condorcet at that very moment was 
bufied about the plan of a decree relative to 
the education of the prince royal^ and that 
the afTembly, perceiving that his demand was 
made only to elude and anticipate this de^ 
cree, would remain obflinate, and hurt his 
feelings by a dircft refufal. 

** If you wifh to fucceed, do not precipi- 
tate any thing. Allow me but time to 
prepare the Girondcy and through it the Ja- 
cobins. You may be certain of the right 
Bde of the aflembly without paying it, which. 

is 
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is a fraud that will never profpef. A waif 
is about to take place» and all the citizens 
are prefenting patriotic donations. OBFet 
your two miilionS) fince you are determined 
to iacrifice them» and perhaps we fhall 
fucceed/' The king did not make any 
reply. 

Unhappily his word was pledged, and 
they had promifed him the moft complete 
fuccefs. They evert gave him to underftand 
that he was deceived by his miniften 

On the very next morning, at an early 
hour, all the members of the adminiftration 
received a mefiage defiring them to repair 
to the king at ten o'clock, which was a 
very unufual time. On their arrival they 
were conduced from the council chamber to 
the king's apartment, where they found 
him and the queen, the latter of whom ad* 
drefTed them as follows : 

•* The king has aflemblcd you relative 
to an affair in which I am deeply incereded. 
We cannot be refufed a privilege permitted 
to the loweft citizens, that of appointing 
preceptors for their own children. We 
have therefore nominated Mr. de Fleurieu; 

an 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



( 423 ) 

an account of this nomination muft be in» 
Hantly communicated to the affembly.*" 

The king then took out of his pocket a 
Ittter to the prefident announcing the zp^ 
poiAtment, and prefented it to Mr. Duran* 
ton, the minifter of j uftice. Dumouriez was 
iilent. Anodier niember wifhed to make 
fome obfervations^ but Louis ihut his mouth 
by faying: << Go all together; fuch are my 
orders." 

They accordbgly repaired in a body to the 
air<;mbly. A categorical anfwer was at this 
time expeded from the court of Vienna* 
Bvery body prepared to hear the minifter 
for foreign affairs. Duranton rofe^ and 
read the letter from the king, but he was in- 
ftantly interrupted by violent hootings. 

The prefident then took the letter, exa- 
mined, and re-delivered it, obferving at the 
fame time, that it was not counter*figned. 
It was prefcribed by an exprefs decree' that 
every letter from the king to the afiembly 
ought to be counter-iigned by a minifter, 
fo that fome one (hould be refponfible for 
its contents. None of the fix members of 
the cabinet had recoUefled this circum^ 
4 . ' (lance. 
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fiance. The fcheme was accordingly baffled^ 
and if the king did not lofe the whole of his 
two millions, it at leaft coft him great part 
of that fum. This affair proves how much 
the unfortunate. Louis was deceived, even 
by the very perfons who apparently evinced 
the greateft perfonal attachment to him, and 
who yet devoured his civil lift. 

All thefe domeftic occurrences took place 
at different epochs, as well as many others, 
which Dumouriez paiTes over in filence, that 
he may arrive at the greateft event that oc- 
curred during his adminiftration, indeed an 
event in which all Europe is interefted,^ 
namely the declaration of war. 
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All the powers of Europe began now to 
eonfider France^ in confequence of its re- 
volotibn, As reduced to a ftate of abfolute 
nu^ty^ and a^lually imagiiied that fo far 
from advancing towards "any ufeful point, 
and procuring a necefTary reform, it was 
mnningfaft ihto the moft deplorable anarchy, 
becaufe the two powers, inilead of uniting 
together, became daily more divided. All 
the furrounding nations were however more 
or lefs interefted in the immediate cefTation 
of thefe troubles, but they were led aftray 
becaufe they viewed thefe events through a 
falfe medium, and confequently adopted an 
erroneous fyftem of politics. The com- 
plaints of the French fugitives alfo tended 

Vol. II. Q^ not 
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not a little to infpirc thofc courts which 
gave them proteaion with unjuft ideas. 

They depidled the national affembly as a 
fadion rather audacious fhain powerful; 
they affqrted their own to be the ftrongcr 
party $ affirmed that the troops of the line 
were ftill attached to them, and that in ad- 
dition to this the army was greatly weakened 
by the recent emigration^ which had be- 
reaved it of all its officers; that'the^. na- 
tional guards w^re nothing-more than «& 
aflemblage of timid /hopieefers, incapable of 
looking a foldier in the face; that the js'chi 
vinces only waited, their return, to deftr^ 
the conftitution, an,d reftorc the ; govern* 
ment to which they had been attached for 
upwards of fourteen centuries; and that tbis^ 
fo much vaunted ponftitutlon was iixqprac^ 
ticable in itfelf, as it was not congenial to tl|9 
genius of a nation accuftomed to adoie.its 
kings. They adduced their own condu^ 
as an example of this devotion to the. mo- 
narchy^ and yet they abandoned^ it to thofe 
very fadious men whofe names they were 
accuftomed to mention only with fcorn. 

All 
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All the governments of Europe gave a 
certain \degfee of credit to thefe exaggera* 
tions. .The more diAant evinced an in« 
difFerence that difcovered but little fore-* 
fight ; the neighbouring ones, on the con- 
trary, cherifhed the expectation of being 
able to repay themfelvee by difmember* 
ments^ for the a£tive part they intended to 
take. "^^ 

The example of the partition of Poland 
had converted this mode of profiting by the 
internal troubles of furrounding nations 
into a regular political fyftem. Louis XIII, 
Louis XIV, and even Louis XV, bad an-r 
nexed RouflSUon, la Brefle, the country 
of Gex, Alface, Franche-Comte, Flanders, 
and Lorraine, to France, The partition 
fyftem having eiFeftually fucceeded in Po- 
land, it was expedled, that by exciting civil 
vraris in France, the fame cffeds might be 
produced there. 

Spain, Italy, and Germany, would then 
have an opportunity of reclaiming thofe terri- 
tories formerly difmembered from their pof- 
fcffions. England alfo, while France was 
0^2 thus 
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thus parcelled oot^ might be able to Cazc 
en her colonieSt which would operate as a 
very profitable revenge for the American 
war^ 

On the other hand» the French nation^ al- 
ways fond of extremes, treated as tyrants 
and as enemies all thofe governments tliat 
difapproved even of the excelies of the re* 
volution ; and more efpecially fuch as feemed 
to menace it, not only by offering an afylum 
to a fugitive faction, which in itfelf would 
not have been reprehenfible, (for atrocious 
adtions apart, every ftate ought to afford a 
refuge to the unhappy) but by openly taking 
part with it| by encouraging the lev^g of 
arnied bodies of men under French enfigns 
and denominations, and with the avowed 
intention of producing a civil war ; by be- 
llowing on the princes, not fimple penfions 
for their maintenance, but adual fubfidies 
for the payment of their troops ; by refufing 
to treat with the minifters of France, al- 
though they negotiated in the king's name; 
by fecretly recognifing the plenipotentiaries 
of the enugrated princes ; and by appear- 
ing 
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Ing to behold in the pcrfons of tfaofe princes 
the trae government, and the fole repre- 
fentation of the French monarchy. 

Of k\\ thefe different European govern* 
ments the republican ones were the wifeft, 
but they were alfo the moft indifferent, and 
with them the ancient mode of negotiation 
fubfifted nearly on the fame footing as 
formerly. 

i^. In refpeft to Venice. The minifter 
liad agreed with Mr. Pifani, a man of merit, 
who was ambaffadour from this republic, 
not to make any alteration in the diplo- 
matic reprefentation, and not to let the 
king nominate a new ambaffadour, unlefs he 
fhould be forced to it ; in that cafe the ap- 
pointment was not to take place until after 
a notification, and the content of the fe- 
nate had been obtained. 

2^. At Genoa refided Semonville, ap- 
pointed by Montmorin, and who, either 
right or wrong, was become the terrour of 
all Italy. 

3^. The miniflry permitted the chevalier 

de Temant, a prudent man, who had been 

nominated by means of Lafayette's in- 

Qw3 fluence. 
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flaenco, to remain with the United States of 
America! , 

4^. In.rcfpeft to Switzerland, which hy 
the prudence of Bernp, Zurich, and Appen- 
zcU, and. by the energy of colonel de Neifs, 
had reiifted the impetuofity of two or three 
cantons, and the influence of count d'Artois ; 
whofe prfefence had, pot been able to pro- 
duce a declaration, although the French 
had committed a fufiicient number of errours 
and injuries to interrupt the good harmony 
fubfifting between thefe two allied nations ; 
and although the acceffion of Porentruy 
might, have been confidered as an attack on 
the Helvetic body. But the prudential 
forefight of the Swifs induced them to the 
maintenance of moderate principles. 

On the other hand, the monarchical 
governments cheriflied hoftile imprelBons, 
and only fought for an opportunity to 
unite, to annihilate the French revolu- 
tion. 

1°. The Pope forefaw the diminution of 
his power, and his revenue. . He had al- 
ready loft Avignon, which was become the 
theatre of the moft atrocious crimes, and thefe 

were 
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"wortonly die precurfors of ftill greater ones. 
This country, formerly ufurped from' Pro- 
vence by means of pious fr4uds> and pofTefTed 
in confequence of redeemabk engagement^ 
might have > bem. legally reannexed to 
France, provided ihe had: faithfully reim- 
burfed the Pope, according ia a fair valua- 
tkm* There is even reafon to believe, 
that he would have figriedi the treaty, 
which Dumouriez, aftuated' by a fpirit of 
juftice, and the honour bf theination, wifhdd 
to bring to a conciufion. 

The pope, incapable of fuppbrting by force 
of arms this little territory,. embraced on all 
' fides by the dominions of France, would 
have at length ceded it, on receiving a fti* 
pulated price. But a (till greater intereft 
rendered him irreconcileable ^ this was the 
retrenchment of his fpiritual authority in 
France ; in confequence of which the famous 
coDcordate of Leo X would have been an- 
nihilated, and he himfelf deprived of im« 
menfe revenues. Yet even all this would 
not have put a dop to the negotiation) and 
the pope would at length have found him<* 
felf obliged to facrifice this illegitimate fource 
0^4 of 
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of riches, for whtcb hts predaoeflbrs wan 
indebted to the policy of Leo Xj and the 
folly of Francis I« But the national aflbm^ 
bly ruinod all, in confequenc^ of the grofsiy 
imptudent z&. of alienating the cler^ by 
tendering an abfurd oath. 

z^. The order of Malta could not any 
longer fubfift in France, in direct oppofi^cm 
to the fyitasm of equality eftablifhed in wn^ 
fequence of the abolition of all titles. No^ 
thing would have been mo):^ iucoufiilent 
with the conftitution, than the confervation 
of benefices invefled M^th feudal claims, 
and Scattered throughout all the provinces 
of France; this too in favour of French- 
men who remained at once monks and nobles % 
and who were under ilibje£tion to a foreign 
prince, for the exprefs puipofe of carrying 
on an eternal war againft the Turks our 
allies, from the mere fpirit of religiopsin* 
tolerance. The minifter however had put 
this very difficult affair into a train of ne- 
gotiation. 

This, as well as every other fpecies of pro- 
perty belonging to the clergy, had been 610^ 
flaved national by an exprefs decree j but Du- 
4 mourie:^ 
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mouriez was anxious to find a pretext for in^ 
demoifying the prefent pofiefibrs, whom he 
coniidered as having a claim to the uft^fruEt 
alonet It is alfo to be obferved^ that a fo- 
jreign (Ktler compofed of French citizens 
could not any longer be foffered in France, 
Thus the order of Malta was abolifbed both 
in law and in fa£l, by the political reform 
that had taken place^ as was heretofore the 
cafe in England, and every other country 
that had adopted the reformed religion. 

3^, Naples and Parma, two courts b|^ 
longing to the houfe of Bourbon, were too 
feeble to be dangerousr. But they exhibited 
a decided and a very natural averfion to the 
f'rench revolution, becauie they foppofed it 
likely to be attended with the dimimation of 
their own grandeur: although this was a 
falfe idea ; for the conftitution, on the con-^ 
trary, would have fixed on a iage and un« 
(baken bafis the true power and glory of 
the elder branch of their family, which then 
reigned in France. Their abfurd politics 
multipli^ thoie very dangers, which they 
hoped to remedy by means of little impo- 
tent confpiraciest 

Parma, 
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Parma, living aSmoft intinely on the fa-r 
vouTs derived from the king of France, de- 
pended in fome meafure on the minifter for 
foreign affairs, who found itieans to render 
it interefled in maintaihing a prudent con- 
du6l by continuing the payment of its pen- 
lions. Naples dreading, and that too with 
fome reafon; the introduftion oi jdcohinical 
principles among a people truly fanfculattesy 
and famous on account of their frequent 
revolts, perfecuted the French; and this 
would have engendered difputes, of which 
that court would have been the di^e after 
the eftablifhment of the conftitution. 

4°. Tufcany thought in the fame manner 
as the court of Vienna, but felt itfclf too 
weak to exhibit any external iigns of dis- 
approbation. 

5?. The king of Sardinia, befieged by the 
French princes, and the numerous emi-.- 
grants who crowded his territories, and terri- 
fied alfo for his tranfalpine ftates, difcovered 
an equivocal, but in fa6l a really hoftiie dif- 
pofition, which foon after, and that too on 
a trifling occafion, engaged him in a very 
dangerous war. This, notwithflanding the 

inefficient 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



(^35) 

inefficient fubfidy afforded by England, will 
prove ruinous, even fuppofing that he 
fhould ever reobtain the poffeffion of Savoy, 
a circumftance Which becomes daily more 
doubtful. 

6^» Spain and Portugal, endeavouring, 
with good reafon, to prevent the introduc- 
tion of the revolutionary fyftem into' their 
territories, perfecuted and banifhed all the 
French, obliging thofe whom ja long rcfi- 
dence had almoft rendered indigenous^ to fub- 
fcribe ufelefs oaths, which only ferved to 
whet their curiofity and inclination in re- 
pc6l to the new opinions. 

However, as the count d'Aranda had be- 
come prime minifter of the former kingdom, 
Dumouriez determined to addrefs himfelf 
to him, in order to enfure at leaA the neu- 
trality of that country* The court of Ma- 
drid during the preceding year being on the 
point of entering into a war with England, 
in confequence of a quarrel about the fettle- 
mcnt of Nootka found, in the northern 
extremity of the Pacific Ocean, the confti- 
tuent affembly, faithful to the alliance be* 
tween the nations, had decreed the arma- 
ment 
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ment of forty-five fail of the line for the 
fupport of Spain. The family compaB could 
no longer fubfift becaufe France was no 
longer the property of the king, bat» on 
the contrary, the king by the new eonftitu* 
tion appertained to the nation. Dumou* 
rie2 regarded this diftindtion as a mere dif* 
pute about words, which they had not then 
time to difcufs, and which might be very 
eaiily fettled after the eftablifhment of the 
conftitution. What moft concerned him 
was to procure the neutrality of that court. 
'As to its afliftance, there was no manner of 
occafion for it; and he had already aflfurcd 
himfelf of this neutrality by a frank and 
perfonal negotiation with the count d'Aran- 
da. This wife minifter was immediately fa^ 
crificed when that court changed its fyftem. 
• 8^. It was the intereft of England to re- 
main neuter ; and, not withftanding the ex- 
treme repugnance of the King to the 
French nation, the court of St. James's con- 
ducted itfclf with fagacity. The minifter im 
foreign affairs always treated the ambaifa*- 
<lor, lord Gower,' with the utmoft candour; 
they in conjun6kion fettled feme trifling 

fubjefts 
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fulge£ls of difienfion^ and it needed all die 
imprudence of.Briflbt^ all the petulance of 
the national convention, and the equally 
atrocious and impolitic crime of the mur* 
der of Louis XVI, to force Great Britain 
in 1793 to depart from its fyftem of neu« 
tratity, and to plunge itiidf into an expenfive 
conteft, which may afford a momentary ad- 
vant^e in the Baft and Weft Indies ; but 
thefe will be balanced by great loffes and 
enormous fubfidies, without any furety of 
retaining the conquefts, 

9^« It was the interefts of republican HoU 
land to remain at peace, but that of the 
Stadtholder to ftifie French liberty in its 
cradle, left it fhoiild fome day afford fupport 
to the Dutch patriots: This intereft is ftill 
badly underftood, for either that country is 
governed according to its conftitution, and 
then its reprefentative has nothing to fearj 
or two extenfive powers have been ufurped, 
and if fo the people will conftantly murmur, 
and at laft re*enter into the poffeflion of 
their rights. The court of the Hague 
ought ftill more to diftruft the court of 
France governing arbitrarily and without 

a conftitution. 
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a conftitution^ than a conflitutibnal king, 
all of whofe movements arc regulated by 
the intereft of the nation. 

Was it not on the point or being the vidlim 
of the firebrand Brienne, who firft excited^ 
and afterwards perfidioufly abandoned the 
patriots ? This court, then, ought to have 
preferved a ftrift neutrality ; but it did not 
do fo. De Maulde received very prudent 
inftru6li()ns, and thiis too without the re- 
moteft idea of duplicity. There could no 
longer be any chicane in French politics^ 
as nothing was concealed ; it ought there* 
fore neither to have judged in the prcfent 
inftance according to the intrigues of the 
old French court, or the pamphlets of the 
jacobins, and it is precifely becaufe they did 
not adopt a jufl: mean between thefe two 
extremes, that all the cabinets of Europe 
have erred. 

lo^. Denmark ought to be held up as a 
model of the condutl, which ftiould have 
been adopted in refpeft to the French. Ob- 
ierving a fagacious neutrality, it kept up 
its ufual connexions with the nation, with- 
out interfering in its internal difputes. It 

was 
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was too far ^Asnt for its mediation be- 
tween the. king! and: the people to prove 
ufeful'; it belbnged to the governments in 
thcammedtate neighbourhood of France to 
aA a: conciliatory pact/ This was the fole 
juft and ttfeful charafter that they could 
have adopted ; and it was alfo neceflfary, for 
libdr oipm propel: aad immediate tranquillity, 
that they flioold baveiendeavoured to arreft 
the e^cefles o£ the revolution^ but. to ac-« 
compli& thiSi.it^.woQld have been iralif- 
penfable not to have openly protefted the 
princes, and encouraged theic difobedience, 
theitarming, and their fury ; not to have dif« 
owned the legal alTembly of a great nation ; 
and not to have confidered all France as jaco- 
binsj and the king as a prifoner; for at that 
moment he was only checked in the falie 
career, to which he was inftigated by a per* 
verfe court. It was the condu6l of this very 
court and of the princes j it was the abfurd 
■ politics of the neighbouring powers, which 
produced a. foreign war, and the miferies of 
France, and which have rendered this re- 
volution criminal, and replete with exceffes 
of all kinds. 

11^ 
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11^. Sweden adopted a line o£ Cdnda^ 
exa6tly oppoiite to tihat of Denmark Ouf*^ 
tavus was under obligatiohs to Louis XV, 
from whom he had received advice and a 
decided pfoteclion during a revolution di* 
ref^Iy oppofite to the prcfent He fore&w 
that regenerated France, no longer em^ 
harrafTed with the political fyftem, which 
had agitated its ambitious kings and their 
intriguing courtiers, would not chedfii any 
other than general, commercial, and pacific 
connections with the reft of the Eurojpea^ 
republics, and would thus eafe itfelf from the 
fubiidies, which it paid to the fubaltera 
powers : he himfelf was of this number^ 

Guflavus dreaded at the fame time, left 
the example of the French ihould roufe the 
Swedes from their {lumber. He accord^ 
ingly openly efpoufed the counter-cevolu* 
tion. The emigrants loudly boafted d 
their great influence over him, and he was 
to return, tbey Md^ at their head, and 
re-eftabli(h the king of France upon the 
throne. 

His tragical death was immediately attri^ 
buted to the jacobins. Dumouriez has not 

been 
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been able to dif<iover a fingle trace^ among 
all the papers relative to * this horrible 
event, which could give the leaft colouring 
to fuch an accufation. He well knows that 
more activity has been attributed to this fo- 
ciety in foreign countries, than it ever pof- 
fefled, and it is perhaps this very fup- 
pofition that has doubled the power of this 
feft. 

iz"". Rufiia difcovered the mod violent 
antipathy toward the French nation, per- 
haps the better to conceal her profound 
policy. This power muft affuredly profit 
by encouraging the armies of Pruflia and 
Auftria to undertake a diflant expedition^ 
and by allowing them to exhauft themfelves 
againft the fortified towns, with which 
France is every where furrounded. The fe- 
cond partition of Poland has already deve- 
loped part of her intentions, and in a (hort 
time, perhaps, the remainder of her plan 
will be carried into efFe6l againft the un- 
fortunate Turks, who ever fince the begin- 
ning of 1794 have beheld themfelves me- 
naced by this ambitious power, which, under 

Vol, IL R pretext 
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pretext of attacking the fouthem prbvinces 
of France, is covering the Black Sea, the 
Bofphorus, and the Archipelago, with her 
numerous veflels. 

13 •• Turkey for a long time paft may be 
confidered as being in a ftate of infignificance, 
at leaft fo far as concerns the ghuid politi- 
cal concerns of France, but it was neceflary 
to ufe the utmoft precaution relative to her 
commercial interefts ; and this is what in- 
duced the minifter to permit Mr. de Choiieul- 
Gouffier, a man of great merit, to continue 
as ambaflador at Conftantinople, and who, 
although decidedly couMer-revolutionary, yet 
in this point of view conduced the affairs 
of France with great propriety. 

It was not until fubfequently to the de- 
claration of war againft Auftria, that he 
deemed it proper to appoint another, on 
purpofe to obtain a military diverfion on the 
part of the Turks againft that power, 
fhould an occafion prefent itfelf ; and a cir- 
cumftance intirely unconnedled with this 
plan induced him to nominate Semonville, 
which choice happened -to be confirmed by 

his 
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his fucceflbr; this produced his illegal ar-* 
reft on neutral ground, and long impri- 
fonment. 

14** • The Germans were taoft of all in- 
terefted in the prompt termination of the ^ 
troubles produced by the French revolu- 
tion, before they extended themfelves abroad. 
Dumouriez perceived three diftinft inte- 
refts : that of the Germanic body properly 
fo called, or of the empire ; that of the king 
of Pruffia 5 and that of the houfe of Auftria, 
Thefe interefts, when well underftood, ought 
either to have engaged them to have adopted 
a perfe6l neutrality, or a conciliatory me- 
diation. Ill underftood, they would nc* 
ceflarily and quickly involve them in a war* ' 

The Germanic body had been injured in 
the perfons of fuch of its members as pof- 
feffed property in Alface, by the conftitu-^ 
tional decrees, becaufe fuch property was 
neceflarily difcharged from feudal claims, 
and from every fpecies of fervitude. But 
this was a mere juridical difcuffion, which 
did not intereft the whole of the empire fo 
much as to induce it to have fecourfe to 
arms j it would have been juft to have pur- 

R 2 chafed 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



( 244 ) 
chafed the right of fovcreignty in fomc ia- 
ftances, and to have offered an indemnifica- 
tion for the produftive claim of all thefe 
properties 3 and this bufmefsy indeed, was 
adtually in a ftate of negotiation : fomc of 
thefe petty fovereigns, fuch as the count dc 
Lowenftein-Wertheim, had already figned 
treaties with the minifler for fordgn afiairs, 
who would have fucceeded in fatisfying them 
all by merely following the exa£l rules of 
juftice, if the great powers had not made a 
common caufe of it, on purpofe to embroil 
the empire. 

It would indeed have coft France a great 
deal of money, but the affembly had not 
yet become fo unjuft as to refufe to liften 
to a reafonable accommodation, which was 
the bails on which the minifter had treated^ 
and which great political, and important 
reafons, rendered highly acceptable to the 
Germanic body. A war with France could 
only tend to ruin the empire, which could 
not poffibly gain any thing by fuch an 
event $ on the contrary, if Pruflia and Auf- 
tria fhould fucceed in re-eflablifhing an ar- 
bitrary monarchy, they alone would profit 

by 
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by the difmcmberment, and every augmen- 
tation of their power would prove detri- 
mental to the other (lates^ and tend to the 
diminution of conftitutional force. 

Thus the Germanic body, properly (o 
called, was interefted in the fuccefs of a rea- 
ibnable conftitution in France, and in the 
prefervation of an exaft neutrality* Every 
thing done iince Dumouriez has quitted 
the adminiftration, either on the part of 
France, or of the Germanic empire, has 
been in exprefs oppoiition to the true in^ 
terefts of both. 

15''. If the court of Berlin had not been 
engaged with Ruflia in a new partition of 
Poland, it would have feen in a very diffe- 
rent point of view the revolution of a coun- 
try too far diftant to give any uneafinefs, 
and confequently would not have inter- 
meddled. Until the congrefs of Reichen- 
bach its condu£l had been hoftile to the 
houfe of Auftria i in concert with the Stadt- 
holder it had fomented the Belgick revolu- 
tion > but the court of Vienna had at lad 
found means to regain its friendihip by well 
timed conceiSons. 

R 3 The 
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The lung of Pruilia imagined, that by 
aflifting the houfe of Auftria in putting a 
{top to the troubles in the Low Countrira, 
and afterwards in quelling the infurre6bion 
^n France^ he himfelf would be left more 
at liberty to efFe£t the fecond partition of 
Poland, and this would reimburfe him for 
the expences of the war againft France, 
which was fuppofed likely to be but of a 
very fhort duration. 

This ^nterprife, too, was confidered as 
far from difficult ; and it might even prove 
very lucrative, for if the Pruflian army had 
been able to march as far as Paris, the 
contributions exaded by it would have af-« 
furedly indemnified him amply for all his 
^expences, and Louis XVI would not have 
been replaced gratuitoujly on the throne. 
To thefe two interefts, the on? confifting 
of the augmentation of territory, the other 
of treafure, was added the rancour of this 
monarch on account of the grofs infults 
lavifhed by the Jacobins, in all their newf-^ 
papers, upon every foreign king, and this 
too with equal levity and imprudence. 

Th? uniQU of all thefe motives intirely^ 

fhangei 
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changed the ancient political fyftem of the 
conrt of Berlin, and induced it to contra£t 
an unnatural alliance with the court of 
Vienna, which will not continue longer than 
during the prefent war with France. This 
cabinet always treated France with rigour, 
and appeared to favour the emigrants, with- 
out permitting itfelf however to be drawn 
into any great expence on their account: 
but it committed a grand miftake in fe- 
ledling them for guides in its military 
operations. 

Young Cuftine, who died a vi€lim to his 
filial tendemefs, and who, had he lived, 
would have been a greater man than his 
father, although replete with talents, yet 
was never able to make himfelf recognized 
as minifter in Pruflia, and the ei9brts made 
by him to communicate his inftru6tions 
to the cabinet always proved ineffedlual. 
In jQiort there never was any negotiation 
whatever between the conftitutional king of 
the French and the king of Pruflia. 

Dumouriez however kept fair with this 

court; he had not been yet able to fettle 

fuch a well eftabliihed correipondence abroad, 

R 4 as 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



( *48 ) 

as to afford him the means of difcoveiing 
that a freih partition of Poland was me* 
ditated, in which cafe he could have eafily 
divined the motives and refolutions of this 
cabinet. There was much talk of the 
feizure of Dantzick, but the court of Vienna 
could not obflruct this^ and he did not look 
on it as a fufiicient reafon to induce the 
court of Berlin to change its fyftem of ri- 
vality. He therefore confidered its connec« 
pon with the court of Vienna as an altera* 
tion in politics which could not long en*-* 
dure ; in confequence of this, he refolved, 
that, whatever part the king of Pruffia might 
jchoofe to take, it would be prudent» even 
while repelling his attacks^ not to confider 
him as an enemy i he accordingly^ always 
feparated his caufe from that of AuAria, on 
purpofe to leave a door open for conciliatory 
negotiations, the moment it was difcovered 
that the leafl coolnefs had t^ken place be* 
tween fuch unnatural allies. 

1 6^. As to the court of Vienna, it had 

declared itfejf fo openly the enemy of the 

French revolution, and it granted fuch a 

fief ided protection and fupport: to the emi- 
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Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



( 249 ) 

grants, that it was not poffible to perfeverc 
in a courfe of negotiations, which would have 
been equally difhonourable to the king and 
the nation, and had already ferved to ruin 
two minifters, to hurt the unfortunate 
Louis XVI, to produce a number of con- 
jpiracies, to increafe the flame of difcord, 
and to give a political confiftency to the 
dangerous Jacobins, as this court had at- 
tacked them with an ill-timed bitterneis. 

Dumouriez all Europe confiders as the 
author of this war; as the elcftor of Co- 
logne has jnoft unjuftly afferted in a printed 
letter, becaufe, finding himfelf in admi- 
niftration at the moment of an explofion 
prepared by intriguers, he was obliged to 
deliver in a report, which produced the 
hoftik declaration in queflion, Dumouriez, 
on the contrary, aided by MefTrs. de St. Foy 
and la Sonde, had been bulled ever fince the 
year 1791, in rooting out the germs of 
difcord. 

He had made ufe of his influence over 
one part of the diplomatic body, and alfo of 
his intimacy with Mr. de la Porte, to induce 
l^oth the affembly and the king to adopt 

principles. 
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principles, which would more than ever 
have united France and Auftria againfl: all 
the agitators, who encouraged diflenfions 
both in France, and in the Low Countries* 

This was the only mode left for renewing 
the confidence of the French in the court 
of Vienna, and enabling it to a£t the noble 
part of a conciliator; which was indeed 
flriftly confonant both with its dignity and 
its true interefts, as in cafe of fuccefs, it 
would have enfured a conftitution to France, 
which would have fixed the alliance on an 
unalterable bafis, and guarantied the tran- 
quillity of the Low Countries. 

The court of Vienna, indeed, appeared at 
one time to adopt fimilar ideas, for the 
count de Mettemich * fent an agent to 
Paris, exprefsly for the purpofe of nego* 
tiating on thefe principles. 

On the entrance of Dumouriez into the 
adminiflration, the fame agent was con* 
tinned, and the new minifter always treated 
him with candour and good faith j but he 

* Minifter- plenipotentiary from the emperor in the 
Auftrian Low Countries, nove termed Belgium.-*- 

found 
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found an aftonifhing difference between this 
indireB negotiation! and the dire6l one with 
the court of Vienna and the ambafladour 
from France. His predeceffor had juft 
been facrificed on account of the little dig- 
nity which he had difcovered in his cor- 
refpondence, which in addition to this was 
replete with timidity and chicanery, while 
that of the minifters of the emperor was 
harfh, fevere, and haughty. 

He communicated to the king the over* 
tures made by Mr. de Metternich, and the 
difpatches of Mr. de Noailles. That prince 
was alfo ftruck with the difcordancy be* 
tween the manner in which the Auftrian 
minifter at Vienna, and the Auftrian mi« 
nifter at BruiTels, chofe to negotiate. The 
cataftrophe of LefTart not only a|Fe£led the 
Interefts of Louis, and menaced his fucceflbr 
with the fame fate, if he followed the fame 
political line of condu6):, but it kept the 
aflembly on the watch, and made it ex* 
tremely attentive left the honour and fafety 
of the nation fhould be again betrayed i and 
at this epoch, the court of Vienna had 
afforded fo many proofs of its ill-will, and 

was 
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was fo lofty in its replies, that it might be 
ak-eady confidered in the light of a declared 
enemy. 

The emigrants^ armed and regimented, 
were at this very moment quartered at Ath *, 
whence they had made a vain attempt to 
furprife the citadel of Valenciennes. A 
battalion of infantry had at the fame time 
deferted from Dunkirk, and carried off the 
military cheft and its colours. This corps 
received a hearty welcome in the Low Coun- 
tries, and no part of the property it earned 
away was ever reftored. 

A congrefs was announced at Aix-la* 
Chapelle, at which the emigrants pretended 
the fate of France was to be decided. Not 
only did the court of Vienna throw every pof- 
lible obftacle in the way of negotiations for 
granting an indemnification to the Ger- 
man princes for their claims in Alface, but 
it even threatened to get them annulled by 
the diet of the empire, and it excited the 
circles to make a common caufe on this oc- 
cafion, and thus depart from their neutrality* 

* A town in the btretofore Auftrian Hainault.— Tra^ 

The 
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The nomination of the new miniftcrs 
ieemed to redouble its virulence. Ill in- 
formed, and equally deceived by the emi^ 
grants and the intriguers of Paris, relative 
to theii- charaflers, it confidered the ap- 
pointment of them as a triumph on the 
part of the Jacobin fadlion, againft whom 
the prince de Kaunitz had jufl: publifhed a 
libel, which, fo far from hurting, only ferved 
to render them more important. 

The king appeared to regret Leffart. His 
iucceflbr, on the day after his appointment, 
had gone to the Jacobin club, where he 
had been decorated with the red bonnet i 
from that moment he was confidered as a 
furious Jacobin, with whom it would be 
highly improper to treat. 
. Notwithftanding this, as he was bent on 
the attainment of his object, iand wifhed to 
bring the negotiation to that point of dig- 
nity and mutual refpeft, which belonged 
to two great powers, he thought fit to 
purfue a line of condu6t exaflly oppofite 
to that which had been followed by Mont- 
morin and Leffart; and accordingly, in a 
frank and candid difpatch^ he expofed the 

true 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



(^54) 

true iaterefts of each, in order to put a 
period to the paflions and intrigues which 
liad taken place. The difpatch was re- 
ceived with an ill grace, and Mr. de NoaiUes, 
who was a weak man and a Machiavelift, 
although he garbled this ftate paper» yet 
could not even then obtain an explanation. 

Dumouriez ought inftantly to have re- 
called the ambaffadour, who in addition to 
this was a counter -^revolutioniji. In confe- 
quence of a condefcenflon which he deemed 
ufefuly but which did not tend to any good 
purpofe, he allowed him to remain in place ; 
he however difpatched a courier to him 
with orders to demand an explanation, and 
a categorical anfwer, which he was to trani^ 
mit by the fame meflenger. He was afraid, 
left the court of Vienna fliould take um- 
brage at his recalling Mr. de Noailles, and 
refufe to receive his fucceffor: in this cafe 
a war would have been inevitable. 

Could the anfwer of Mr. de Kaunitz be 
fhown in any degree to the national aflembly, 
in order to foften his laft difpatch to the un- 
fortunate Leffart, Dumouriez depended on 
being able to conned the negotiation at 
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Vienna with that of the Low Countries, and 
thus fucceed in pacifying every thing. But 
fince the late change of the miniftry in France, 
Mr. de Kaunitz no longer deigned to treat 
in his own perfon with the ambaffadour, 
and had aftually refigned this tafk to Mr. 
de Cobentzl. In fhort, the only anfwer 
was a letter from Mr. de Noailles, informing 
him, that conlidering the certainty of being 
unable to alter the refolution of the court 
' of Vienna, he begged that he would procure 
the king's confent to his refignation. ^ 

This refolution, whether it proceeded from 
timidity or difinclination on the part of Mr. 
de Noailles, being adopted at a period when, 
conformably to his orders, he ought to have 
exhibited firmnels and promptitude in his 
negotiations with the prince de Kaunitz, 
rendered a reconciliation impoillble. For 
more than a month the afTcmbly, and in- 
deed the whole nation, was uneafy refpecling 
the haughty and hoftile condu6l of the 
court of Vienna, and this circumftance af- 
fefled the king's intereft, on account of the 
repugnance which he had difplayed at fa^ 
crificing Lefiart, whom they confidered a 
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traitor, from the fucceflion of petty con- 
fpiracies in the capital, and the frequent 
departure of private couriers belonging to 
the Thuilleries, for Vienna and Cobjientz. 

Continual demands were made on the 
minifter for foreign affairs relative to the 
progrefs of the negotiation: he was at 
length obliged to announce, that he had 
difpatched a courier who was to bring back 
a categorical anfwer, and put an end to 
the perplexity of a nation juftly irritated at 
the contempt it experienced on the part of 
its ally. 

The people, on one hand, attributed to the 
court of Vienna the more than equivocal 
and extremely imprudent condu6l of the 
unfortiLinate queen j and, on the other, they 
accufed her majefty of being the author of 
the haughty and hoftile demeanour of the 
court of Vienna, and they in general be- 
lieved in the exiftence of an Auftrian am-- 
mittecy of which it was faid that Mont- 
morin was the principal agent; and they 
fufpefted him to be dire6led intirely by the 
Feuillans. There were not any proofs as to 

the 
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the reality of this committee, but the prej- 
fumptions were very llrong. 

At this epoch the Feuillam were openly 
reconciled to the court, and made a com- 
mon caufe with it againft the national af- 
femblyi which, as well as the miniftry, they 
afFedled to confound under the odious de^ 
nomination of Jacobins. 

Lafayette, the oftenfible leader of this 
fa6lion, had the imprudent vanity to caufe 
his perfon to be adorned with the red riband^ 
and conftantly appeared at that very court, 
which he himfelf had fo recently incommoded. 
The Lameths, againft whom Louis XVI 
had fuch juft grounds of complaints, and 
who but fix months before were the moft 
bitter enemies of Lafayette, happened at this 
moment to be the fupporters and direflors 
both of this general and the court* Every 
body imagined, that they difcovered in this 
coalition of intriguers a plan of a counter- 
revolution, and being well perfuaded that 
the court of Vienna formed their principal 
fupport, the public waited with impatience 
to be informed of its ultimate refolutiQns. 

Such was the difpofition of men's minds 
Vol. II. S when 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



( «58 ) 

when the long cxpefted courier returned 
with the mean or perfidious reiignation of 
Mr* dc Noailles. 

Dumouriez tvetit inftantly to the kiiig^ 
and informed him of the opinion of the na* 
tion» and his own danger ; he at the fame 
time told him, that it was impoflible to hide 
from the affembly the refignation of Mr, de 
Noailles, the neceffity of nominating another 
minifter, and the unpromifing ftate of the 
negotiation. The king allowed the jufUce 
of the obfervation . 

On this the minifter no longer concealed 
from him, that the whole weight of national 
refcntment would fall upon his majefty and 
the queen ; but he added, that, if he were 
really difpofed to prove the rcftitude of his 
intentions and the falfity of-the exiftence of 
an- Auftrian committee, he ought now to 
adt a part wliich would completely reftorc 
to him the confidence of the people, and 
counterad all the intrigues not only erf 
thofe who furrounded him, but alfo of the 
emigrants, who bewildered the court erf 
Vienna in refpeCl to its true interefts : this 
was to write a letter with his. own hand to 
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the cmp^rbr, &hd fend it by an aixibalTadoUt 
extraordinary! who wa« to replace Mr. de 
Koailles. 

The kiiHg adopted this advice with an 
appearance of the litmoft confidence^ and 
even gratitude 5 he accordingly drew up a 
very argumentative letter, the whole of 
.which was written with his own hand, and 
he approved of the choice of Emanuel d« 
Maulde for this extraordinary miffion* 

Dumourica alfo prepared the inftruftions 
for this minifter> and pointed out certain 
articles relative to which he was to demand 
a precife anfwer. 

Iti cafe of a refufal, Louis XVI was 
(heltered from all reproach, fhould the peace 
be broken ; and if not, this line of conduft 
would difplay on one hand his moderation, 
and on the other his dignity in fuftaining 
the honour of his crown. This letter could 
not be fufpefted of being forced from him, 
fince it was entirely voluntary on his part, 
and was wholly of his own compofition 5 it 
demonftrated that he was free^ and a king^ 
notwithftanding the falfe aflertion of tlic 
emigrants > therefore it might poflibly alter 

S 2 the 
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the difpofition of the court of, Vienna, by 
proving the fpontaneous agreement of Louis 
with the nation. 

As foon as the minifter was provided 
with this paper, he repaired to the aflembly, 
where he read his difpatches to Mr. de 
Noailles, the feeble replies of that minif- 
ter, his laft orders, and the refignation of 
the ambafladour ; the members were (hocked, 
and precipitately launched a decree of ac* 
cufation againft the minifter at Vienna. 

Dumouriez afterwards gave an account 
of the part which the king had taken of his 
own proper motion, and then read the letter 
from this ndonarch to the emperor. This 
was much applauded, and all the honeft 
men in the affembly were well pleafed with 
Louis, who by means of five or fix fimilar 
aftions would have entirely regained their 
confidence. 

But all the trouble taken by the minifter 
to recover the love and confidence of the 
nation, was rendered inefFeflual by the 
aflivity of the intriguers. It was Pene- 
lope's web: the court undid during the 
night all the labours of the day. 

Dc 
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De Maulde was prepared to fet off the 
very next morning, when a fecond courier 
arrived from Mr. de Noailles^ two days after 
the former. This plenipotentiary had re- 
confidered the offer of his refignation; he 
had in fhort refolved to renew the negotia- 
tion with the court of Vienna, and require 
a categorical anfwer to the urgent demands 
of the minifter for foreign affairs. 

The reply was contained in a note from 
Mr. de CobentzL It was dry, ftiort, and 
harfhi it alfo impofed conditions on the 
French nation. Thus, in cafe that this na- 
tion either could not, or would not accept 
of ^hefe conditions, the note in queftion was 
aflually a declaration of war ; and it is in 
this that the Auftrian miniflry were inex- 
cufable, if the court of Vienna, as it has 
fince affirmed, wifhed to preferve peace, and 
maintain the alliance. 

Thefe conditions were: the re-eftablifh- 
ment of the monarchy on the bafis of the 
royal fefTion of Louis XVI, held on June 
23, 1789, confequently the re-eflablifh- 
ment of the nobility and clergy as orders. . 

The reftitution of the property of the 
S 3 clergy. 
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clergy, and of the lands in Alfaccf to the 
German princes, with all the rights of fovcr 
reignty and feudality, an4 alfo of Avignon 
and the YenaifUn, 

In truth, if the courj of Vienna had been 
afleep duiing the whole of the thirty-three 
months which had elapfed fince the roya} 
feflion, and at its awaking from its (lumber 
had dictated this note, it could not have 
propofed any conditions more inconfiitenf 
with the bent of the revolution. 

The nation had adopted a constitution j 
the king, either by force or good will, had 
acceded to it. This new fpcial compafl, 
whgthcr right or wrong, was founded on the 
abolition of orders, and the equality of 
pitizcns. The fyftem of finance, which 
could alone prevent a bankruptcy, was 
bottomed on the creation of ajjignau. The 
ajfignats were iffued on the faith of the fc? 
curity held out by the property of the clergy^ 
now become national property, and the 
greater part of it was already fqld. 

The nation therefore could not accept of 
thefe conditions unlefs it chofe to annihi* 
late its conilitution, confound the idea qf 
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property^ ruin the purchafers, annul the 
fijignati^ and declare itfelf in a ftate of bank<^ 
ruptcy. Could fuch.an humiliating obe* 
dience be cxpe6led on the part of a great 
people, proud of having conquered its li- 
berty ; and this too, for the purpofe of placing 
itfelf once more under the tyranny of the no* 
bles, who, having abandoned even their king, 
threatened to return to their native country, 
and carry fire and fword and all the fcourges 
of their vengeance along with them; for 
iifelei's parliaments! and for the dignified 
plergy, who were already but too haughty ? 

Befides, by what right did the court of 
Vienna pretend to impofe thefe conditions I 
What pretext had it to interfere in the dii^ 
cuilion of a territorial difpute between 
France and the Pope, and between France 
jtnd the German princes ? But ftill, if thefe 
conditions, inadmiffible as they were, had 
been prefented in 9 conciliatory and becom- 
ing nianner, a regular difcufHon of them 
could have taken place^ and the court of 
Vienna might have adled the part, not of 
;in furhiter, but of a mediator between th^ 
lung and (he n^tion^ 
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Even the very form of this note was in, 
fulting both in refpefl to the king, whom it; 
affefted to confider in a ftate of nullity, and 
to the nation, which it treated as if in open 
rebellion, while it at the fame time confi-^ 
dfered the aflembly as illegal. 
. It is wrong therefore to throw the blame 
of the declaration of war on general Du- 
jnouriez. He had, from the very beginning, 
laboured to commence a negotiation by 
means of the count de Metternich, and it 
was not his fault that the fcheme did not 
iucceed. Afterwards, to repair the injuries 
fufFered by the king, in confequence of the 
humiliating tergiverfations of the two for- 
mer minifters Montmorin and Leffart, he had 
negotiated conformably to the fyftem of 
franknefs and of dignity becoming two 
great powers, equally interefted in the pre- 
fervation of peace, and the continuance 
of their alliance j — the only anfwer he re- 
ceived was the moft contemptuous filence. 

When Mr. de Noailles, by the ill-timed 
offer of his nefignation, appeared to defpair 
of the fuccefs of the negotiation, the mi- 
nifter prevailed upon the king to addrefs 
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a letter dire6lly to the emperor, in ordep 
to put an end to the macbiavelifm of hia 
minifters. The note from Mr. de Cobentzl 
happened to arrive at this moment, and de-? 
prived him of the benefit of this laft re-> 
fource, as it dictated laws to which a free 
nation could not accede. 

Let the world determine impartially on 
ivhat fide the aggrellion lay. All the papers 
are in print. Damouriez, who has been 
always very difcreet relative to the petty in- 
trigues of the court, which would have only 
tended to irritate the people, had they been 
made known, thought then, and ftill con-p 
tinues to think, that every great negotiation, 
which is conne6ted with the happinefs and the 
tranquillity of two or more nations, ought to 
be rendered as public as poflible, and that 
myftery at fuch a period is a fpecies of high 
treafon againft both kings and nations. 
With the confent of the king, and in his 
prefence, and for that prince's juftification 
and his own, he therefore rendered an 
account to the aflembly of the condu6l 
of the court of Verfailles in a well known 
report. Let thefe ftate papers be colle6led 
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for hiftory, and meditated upon> and then 
let mankind finally decide. 

The very report in queflion proves, that 
Dumouriez, although driven to his laftfhift^ 
ftiU held forth the moans of renewing the 
negotiations s and although this was delivered 
in the name of Louis XVI, yet he was dif^ 
charged from the refponfibility attendant oa 
a pofitive declaration, for the inferences to be 
drawn from it, are not that the nation oi^bi 
to declare war^ but that it ought to confider 
it/elf as in a ft ate of war. 

It was even poUible, that the aflembly 
might ftill be of opinion, that the ambafla* 
dour extraordinary fhould proceed to Vienna 
nvith the letter written by the king and ad- 
drefied to the emperor in perfon, a meafure 
of which it had formerly approved s and ia 
this cafe, the negotiation would not ev^n 
then have been totally defperate. Dumou* 
liez could not as minifler fuggefl: this ide^ 
in his report; he however communicated 
it to feveral of the leading members of the 
diplomatic committee: but their indigna* 
tion was fo great on hearing the condition^ 
exacted by the court of Vienna, that it be- 

tamp 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



(.67) 

came utterly impoflible to carry this plan 
into effedt ; it would indeed have ferved no 
pther purpofe than to have unneceflarily 
invQlyed the king with the Auftrian mi- 
niftry, who were miflcd by the falfe aflcr- 
tions of the top culpable^ ayn4 too unhappy 
emigrants, # 
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CHAP, a 
Declaration of War. 



The moment that the note arrived from 
Vienna, Dumouriez carried it to the king. 
He told his majefty at the fame time, that 
it was abfolutely neceffary he fhould com- 
municate it to the national affembly, were 
it for no other purpofe than to juftify Mn 
de Noailles, and procure a repeal of the 
decree of accufation, which had been launched 
againft this ambafladour. 

The king having approved of the idea, 
Pumouriez accordingly repaired to the 
aflembly, which heard with indignation a 
note that, to fay nothing elfe, was at leaft 
imprudent. Every body exclaimed, that it 
was neceffary to avenge the glory of the 
nation, and from that moment war ap- 
peared to be the general wifh* The decree 
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againft Mr. de Noailles was immediately 
repealed, although it was evident, that the 
firft ftep taken by that ambafladour was 
highly improper- 

The minifter informed the king of the 
fentiments excited by the note, and then 
returned home, to draw up a report of 
the whole negotiation with the court of 
Vienna. He could not however take any 
notice of the treaty with Metternich; 
it was not authentic ; it had been car- 
ried on by the intervention of third per* 
fons, and would only have added to the 
irritation of men's minds, which were al- 
ready but too much foured, on account of 
the appearance of duplicity which would 
have attached either to Mr. de Metternich, 
or the cabinet of Vienna. 

He felefted thofe fa6ls only Which were 
fupported by authentic documents ; he even 
concealed the confidential letters v/ritten 
by Mr. de Noailles, as well to his prede- 
ceflbr as himfelf, and at the end of a few 
days, he carried the fruit of his labours to 
the king, who kept the papers during three 
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iR^liole days^ imd made feveral corre£lions 
with his own hand. 

It was at thin period, that Ccnhc difcuf- 
lions took place between him and the Gi« 
jronde: they wifhed him to draw up his 
report in unifon with their fentiments^ and 
were defirous that he fhould enter inta 
metaphyseal difcuffions entirely foreign 
to the buiinefs in hand* In Aiort^ they 
were anxious -that he fliould produce a 
rhetorical and logical compofition. He 
however told them in a deciiive tone, that 
this ftate paper was not intended for the 
French nation alone, but for all Europe, 
and that he wifhed it to be comprehended 
without the affiftanceof iht new diStionary^ 
which was not yet publiihed. This plea- 
fantry difconcerted them. 

The king himfclf, according to the cbtt- 
ftitutional decrees, muft appear in theaf«- 
fembly, at the head of his council, at the 
time of the report, and they wiflied at leaft 
to compofe the difcourfe that was to be 
fpoken by him on that occafion. A native 
of Geneva, a man of great talents, drew up a 
very long oration, replete with metaphyfical 
3 difcuffions. 
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diicuflions^ into which Louis could not na« 
Rurally enter. Another prepared a fecond, 
ihorter indeed, but which would have been 
entirely mifplaced in the mouth of the king* 
Dumouriez received them both, and faid 
that he would fubmit them to his majefty^s 
confideration. 

The great difpute between him and the 
members of the Gironde* as well as with 
the minifters Roland and Clavieres, was re- 
lative to the conclufion. They pretended, 
that, according to the terms of the decree, 
while fpeaking in the king's name, he ought 
to conclude by demanding a declaration of 
war : in truth the text appeared to be on 
their fide. He, on the other hand, main* 
tained that the fpirit of the decree did not 
apply, to the prefent ftate of affairs $ that the 
king had fo many enemies, that he could 
not ad: with too much prudence ; that to 
pronounce a declaration of war was a ftep 
too delicate for him to undertake ; that it 
would be highly proper not to Ihut the door, 
dther againfl new negotiations, the repen- 
tance of the princes, or the return of the 
emigrants : in fa^, he had inferted a pafTagc 
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in his report, in which he exhorted theiii 
to repair to and fight under the banners of 
France, in a caufe with which the honour 
of the nation and the king was fo in- 
timately connected. As he deemed this 
highly proper, ht forewarned the king, thati 
on its being read before the council, a dif- 
cuflion was likely to enfue relative to the 
conclufion, and he requefted his majefty not 
to yield the point. 

Two extraordinary councils were held in 
fucceffion, and a difpute accordingly took 
place. Lacofte, Degraves, and Dumouriez, 
fupported the argument in favour of ^Jiate 
of war ; the king remahied firm, and the 
paffage was left exadlly in the words penned 
by the minifler* 

He alfo informed his majefty about the 
two copies of an oration, which he had 
been charged to prefent to him ; the prince 
took them, but he himfelf compofed a very 
fliort and a very fage difcourfe, which he 
afterwards pronounced with great facility. 

On the 20th of April, Louis XVI re- 
paired at the head of his council to the na*- 
tional affembly. All France felt how in- 
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terefting this feffion was likely to prove, 
*rhe hall was fulL The prcfident had 
given orders that the utmoft decorum (hould 
be preferved, and that no one fhould exprefs 
either his approbation, or diiapprobation* 
The king was very majeftic: after pro« 
nouncing his difcourie, he liftened with the 
utnioft attention to the minifter's report, 
and appeared by the motions of his head 
and hand, to approve every part of it. He 
then departed, and Dumouriez, who had ac* 
companied him out, returned foon after to 
the affembly, where he was greatly ap- 
plauded; the fitting continued dujing the 
whole day. The time occupied in de* 
liberation was not however long, and the 
wilh for war was unanimous. Not a (ingle 
Feuillant dared to exprefs a contrary fenti« 
ment. 

The minifter was foon after fent to the 
diplomatic committee, to aflift in drawing 
up the decree. At ten o'clock at night it 
was prefented and paffed, and was then 
carried to the king, who immediately fane- 
tioned it. 

Neither the king, nor the minifter, nor 
Vol. IL T the 
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the affembly, could have purfued any 6thcf 
line of conduct than that adopted by them. 
The king by thefc means acquired fccurity 
and the reftoration of public confidence, 
which in truth was but momentary, becaufe 
new intrigues, and other unfortunate cir- 
cumftances, produced mutual fufpicion and 
difcord.x The minifter could not, without 
betraying the honour and interefts of the na- 
tion, and expofmg the king, fufFer the people 
to remain any longer ignorant of the fafts. 
He had fairly calculated the confequences ; 
but it was an evil without a remedy, and it 
was better to be in an open ftate of war- 
fare, than to remain expofed to a perfidious 
and dangerous peace. 

The affembly, which, as well as the king 
and the nation, had been infulted, being 
backed by the general voice, for there was 
not a fingle department or diftricl that did 
npt evince the utmoft defire for war, woyld 
have been ruined and diflionoured, if it had 
hefitated a moment as to the declaration of 
hoftilities. , . 

The proclamation which followed; pro- 
duced a general joy throughout all France. 

The 
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^hc open protection afforded to the emi'* 
grants had irritated the nation, which ex- 
peCled that they would henceforth become 
lefs dangerous, and this accordingly hap- 
pened. It was alio hoped, 

.1^. That the faflions would ceafe, and 
that the love of their country would re- 
unite all the French againft a foreign 
enemy 5 

2^. This eiiemy was the tabinet of 
Vienna^ whence they were perfuaded came 
all thofe councils by which the Fre;[ich 
court had been direded ever fince the ar- 
rival of the queen, but more efpecially fmce 
the revolution 5 and they cohiidered the de- 
claration of war as the fciffars that were 
to cut all the wifhes of thefe dangerous and 
multiplied ii^trigues, which, either right or 
wrong, they attributed to the court ; 

And 3^ . It was expcfted that the war would 
entice from iParis, and the other great cities, 
a number of turbulent men, who, from 
want of employment, difturbed the public 
tranquillity, and fomented difcord. 

It was not until a few days afterwards 

that the Feuillans dared to avow their 
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enmity to the declaration ; they then began 
to argue after the nnanncr of the fchools, by 
obferving, that this was an offenfive aSi^ and 
that the cohftitution did not permit any 
other than a defenfive war. Thefe fophifms 
were puerile in themfelves, and at the fame 
time replete with injuftice ; however nearly 
all the coriftitutional party adopted them, 
and fomc general officers fent in their refig- 
nations* 

Certainly nothing could be more defen- 
five than this declaration of war; it was 
calculated to repel the injuries of a court, 
which had told France that its king was 
a prifoner ; that all the afts done by the 
nation fmce 1789 were illegal; that its 
conftitution was abfurd and unjuft; and that 
itfelf was in a ftate of rebellion : in addition 
to all this, the cabinet of Vienna at the 
very fame time permitted a party to arm 
within its territories, and on its frontiers, 
which had refufed to obey the king and the 
nation. 

Thofe very men who no^ affcfted fuch a 

critical fophiftry, but two years before had 

decreed the ai-mament. of forty-five fail of 

^ " the 
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tbe line againft England^ which had not aN 
tacked us, in fupport of Spain, and that too 
on account of the mod frivolous of aljl 
polfible caufes, the eflablifhment of a Britilh 
faftory in a frozen comer in the neigh- 
bourhood of the northern pole, five thou- 
fand leagues diftant from France^ which 
was not in the leaf): intercfted in the dif- 
pute, and all this under the pretext of a 
family compaB^ which the conftitution muft 
one day neceiTarily reform and annihilate* 

Thedifpute indeed wasunjuft in its own 
nature, for the bull of A^xander VI did not 
confer an exclufive privilege on the Spaniards 
relative to the Pacific Ocean, where, in fa6t, 
there are itiU many iflands not yet either 
conquered or discovered \ and the Englifh, 
like any other nation, have a natural right 
to form an eftabliihment in any part not 
already occupied by the iiibje6ls of Spain* 
Tins declamation about an ofFenfive and 
defenfive war was a mere cavil, worthy 
of the bad faith and the frivolity of that 
party. 

J^afayette did not at firfl adopt it, but 

(eemed to be prepared to perform with 

T 3 fideUty 
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fidelity that'gfpat charafter, in which tho 
^ar enabled him td appear. He was the 
beft ftationed, the youngeft, arid confequently 
ought to be the moft a6live of the three 
genqials. How many evils would he have 
prevented, had he not afterwards permitted 
himfelf to be feduced by 'the fophifms of 
the intriguers ! ' ' 

Another cfafs of failious men at this 
period conneftedj themfclves with this party^ 
which according to them was at once vio/eT^ 
and rafh^ and thefe never reproached Dut 
mouriez, until events had proved that they 
were deceived in their calculations; thefe 
were the decided ariftocrats both within and 
without the kingdom. They anticipated, in 
cpnfequence of the war, their fpeedy return 
to their native country, and tHe immediate 
re-eftabli(hment of the old government. 
They imagined that France could not re- 
fift the united ftrength of Pruflia and Auf- 
tria. No one was then acquainted with 
the Immenfe refources of a free and brave 
people, an^ong whom liberty was about to 
render all its citizens foldiers. 

AiTuredly, i^ the emperor and the king of 
^ Pruflia 
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T^ruflia had but forefeen, tliat this nation 
i^ould have been able to have oppofed all 
£urope) they would not have intermeddled 
in its internal difputes; they v\^ould have 
treated the emigrants with companion, wxth^ 
out bellowing their confidence upon them ; 
and they would have fympathifed with the- 
frank and open manner of negotiation 
adopted by the minifter: the revolution 
vrould then have been achieved without th« 
commiilion of any cruelties; *the neigh- 
bouring powers would have remained in 
peace, and France would have been happy. 
After having proved by inconteftable evi- 
dence, that as minifter he bad ufed every 
effort in his power to prevent the war, and 
that he had not participated in its declara- 
tion, until forced to do fo; Dumouriez is 
too touch the friend of truth not to avow^ 
that he was defirous, as a Frenchman, that 
his native country fhould at length adopt 
this, which was indeed the only noble and 
becoming part; and that he would hav^ 
confidered her as cowardly and unworthy 
of liberty, h^d fhe any longer tole^tpd the 
T 4 difdainfMl, 
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difdainful conduffc, and the boftile diipoit^ 
pofitionof the court of Vienna. . 

In truth it was only anticipating this 
courts and forcing the ftorm to burft before 
it had become dangerous. The princes 
tvere armings they had levied a ccn^s of 
houfehold troops, and feveral regiments i 
thefe were not intended to remain idle. Se- 
veral of the German courts protedted them, 
permitted magazines to be formed on their 
territories^ and allowed of a ftill more cri-* 
minal tranfa£tion, that of the fabdcatioa 
and diilribution of forged aflignats. 

The cabinets of Vienna and Berlin de- 
liberated on the means of putting an end to 
the revolution in France, firfl at Rdchen- 
bach, and afterwards at Pilnitz ; neither re« 
cogniiing the king of France as free, nor 
the French people as a nation. 

They announced a congrefs at Aix«]a^ 
Chapelle, which was to operate againft 
France, in the fame manner as that of 
Berlin in 1 772 did in refpe£}; to Poland, and 
that of the Hague in 179Q in refpedl to the 
Low Countries* 
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• 

It was therefore prudent to difconcert all 
thefe manceuvrefi ; to afford no time for the . 
colle£ting of an emigrant army on the fron«- 
ticrs } to prevent the forming of a ftrong 
league againft France i to difmember Auf- 
tria, and to carry the war into her own 
territories, while the Belgians were as yet 
in a fituation to hold up their heads, not^ 
Withftanding their recent fubmiffion; to 
throw embarraffments in her way that would 
occupy all her attention s and perhaps extih** 
guifti the fpirit of faftion in France, by 
direfting the national impetuofity toward? 
external objefts. 

It was not until after exhaufting ^11 pof- 
fible means of pacification, that Dumouriez 
was convinced of the neceflity of conling to 
a prompt decifion. He would indeed have 
been better pleafed, bad the cabinet of Vienna 
perceived, that its true intereft confifted in 
an agreement with revolutionary France j 
. that a folid conftitution wais more conform- 
able to its alliance than an arbitrary govern* 
ment, which would reduce it to a dependence 
on the caprice of a frivolous court j that the 
jlj fuccefs of the feven years war had pro- 
ceeded 
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ceeded from the bad conduft of the French 
government while under the influence of 
fompadour; that during the war of 1778 
and 1779, it was not able to attain any af- 
fiflance from its ally ; and that fo powerful a 
nation governed defpotically, and that too by 
frivolous charafl-^rsj is likely to prove but a 
bad neighbour. From all this it appears, 
that either the court of Vienna ought not 
to have intermeddled at all, or appeared only 
in the capacity of an impartial mediator. 
What a noble part might Lfeopold have 
»aed| 



CHAP. 
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CHAP.. III. 
)^lan of the Campaign. 



J^oNG before his entrance into adminiftra-r 
tjon, and even at the time he was cmpIoye4 . 
in la Vendee, Dumouriez had confidered a 
foreign war as ineviti^ble, and according tq 
cuftom had reflefled on the means of at- 
tack and defence, bed adapted to his native 
country. The moment he learned^ that 
three armies were forming along the fron. 
tiers, from Switzerland to Dunkirk, and 
that Narbonqc, the minifter at war, was 
about to vifit tbe garrifons, he had no 
4opger any cjoubt, but this was done cxr 
prefsly with the intention to make ufe of 
all his official influence to haften the 
preparations. He had accordingly writ- 
ten from Niort, to prevail upon him to 
force the clcftprs of Treves and Maycncc 

tQ 
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to ifluc immediate orders for the difperfion 
and fale of the magazines provided in thdr 
refpeftivc territories, for the ufc of the 
princes ; he alfo advifed him to purchafe 
them, not that France was aftually in any 
want of them, but that their removal might 
not be confidcred as an aft of violence, 
which however would have been very cx- 
cufable in the prefent inftance, and could 
not be confidered in any other light than 
that of a dcfenfivc meafure, when it was 
proved to tliefe fovereigns, that the maga- 
zines in qiieftion were intended for the re- 
bels, which might have been very eafily 
done. 

On his being foon after appointed a lieu- 
ten afit-geneial, and fummoned to Paris, he 
had prefented both to this minifter, and his 
fucceffor Degraves, a plan of operations 
for the South, con filling of two parts. The 
firft comprehending the fyftem of war which 
he thought ought to be followed -, and this 
was, to remain decidedly in a defeniive pofi- 
tion in all places where mountains, fuch as 
the Alps and the Pyrenees, the fea, or a 
river like the Rhine, prefented a natural bar- 
rier. 
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rler, and to adopt ofFenfive operations evcry^ 
where elfc. 

According to this fcheme^ as he had ho 
manner of doubt but any particular would 
lead to a general warfare, he had not fug-^: 
gefted the adoption of ofFenfive meafures 
but in two points: on the fide of Italy, in 
order to feize on all the territories of the 
king of Sardinia as far as the Alps, in cafe 
that monarch fhould be induced to declare 
himfelf our enemy, a circumftance extremely 
likely; but in this quarter, our ofFenfive 
operations ought to be very much narrowed, 
and the moment that Savoy and the county 
of Nice fhould be occupied, we ought once 
more to return to the defenfive fyftem. 

The other part pointed out by him for 
ofFenfive operations, was the Low Coun- 
tries. The Belgians and inhabitants of 
Liege had been with fome difficulty fub- 
dued, after having attempted a revolution 
which had preceded ours. They were flill 
difcontented, becaufe in a cafe like this^ 
whatever prudence may be difplayed by the 
fovereign, who fubjecSts a people that wifhcs 
to withdraw itfelf from his authority, it 

muft 
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muft aiwi^s happen, more efpecially at 
firfl, that he will confider the people as re- 
belsj while he in his tui^n will be looked 
upon as an oppreflbr. Sufpicion naturally 
fubfills for a long time between the go- 
vernor and the governed, and the fpark that 
is dormant, but not extinguifhed^ needs only 
a breath, perhaps, to rekindle the flame^ 
This was exadly the cafe with the Low Coun- 
tries. The number of the difcontcntcd was 
confiderable. The difmantling of the forti- 
fications and the rupture of the bamer 
treaty had prepared the Belgic provinces to 
receive the law from France, becaufe there 
was nothing to proteft them from an in- 
vafion. Belgium was rich and fertile, and 
its inhabitants, who were difTatisiied, ap^^ 
peared to folicit our afliftance; in fliort, 
whether friendly or unfriendly, it was wife 
to fele6t this as the firft theatre of the 
war, on purpofe to anticipate the houfe of 
Auftria, which no longer kept any terms 
with us. 

Narbonne, on his return from his jour- 
ney, had announced to the aflcmbly, that 
the frontier towns were in a ftate of defence, 

the 
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the magazines full, and the three armies 
ready to take the field. His fucceflbr De- 
graves had made the fame aflertions. Be- 
fides, but little preparation was at prefent 
neceffary for the attack of the Auftrian Ne*. 
therlands. The emperor had not more thaa 
thirty thoufand men there. The country 
was every where open and fertile, and the 
people expe<aed us with impatience: as a 
proof of this, it is to be recollefted, that 
they received us with joy fix months after, 
notwithftanding the fliameful dilafters ac- 
companying our firft attempts. 

Accordingly at the epoch of the declara- 
tion of war, all that was neceflary for the 
fuccefs of this invafion, was to employ ce- 
lerity rather than method, fo that time 
might not be given to the emperor to fend 
troops thither; to dired the columns in 
fuch a manner that there fliould be an exa6l 
correfpondence between their movements, 
and above all things to treat the inhabitant? 
as the brethren of liberty, that they might 
be afterwards induced to co-operate in the 
defence of the country, and thus double 
our ftrength. 

The 
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The minifter Degraves, with much ktioW« 
ledge, was yet deficient in point of eirperi*^ 
ence, and he was noble minded enough to 
confefs it 5 he accordingly bellowed his con- 
fidence on his colleague Dumouriez, who 
traced out a plan for the campaign, that 
beft correfponded with exifling circum- 
fiances • 

The marfiial de Rochambeau commanded 
the northern army. When thegarrifons were 
draughted (and there was no manner of oc-* 
cafion for their being ftrong, fince the ope- 
rations were to take place in front of them) 
he might be able to form a corps of thirty 
or thirty-fi^five thoufand eflfeflive men. 

Lafayette, who headed the central army, 
could fcarcely have more than twenty or 
twenty-five thoufand troops at his difpoial, 
becaufe he was obliged to aft at a greater 
diftance from the fortified places, and was 
confequently obliged to leave ftronger garri- 
fons in them. Thus Dumouriez reckoned, 
that the firft movement for the fcizure of 
the Low Countries would take place with a 
force of about fifty or fixty thoufand men \ 
and this was more than neceffary. 

I But 
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feut RochambcaU was one of thofe who 
liad teftified the greateft averfion to the new 
minifter, and alfo to the declaration of war^ 
He had plainly told Dumouriez that he was 
^fooU and that he might avoid trfinfafling 
bufinefs with either him or Degraves, whofe 
youth apparently did not infpire him with 
much confidence ; he had fet out in a pet 
for his command. 

This general had difplayed much fkill in 
the art of war, and poffeffed great experi- 
ence; but age had blunted his faculties^ 
and an habitual ftate of il^health had de-^ 
prived him of all his aftivity. Irritated, 
difcon tented with every thing about him, 
an enemy to the revolution, although it had . 
made him a marfhal of France, and befet 
by the Feuillans, fome of whom were his 
general officers, he had announced that dif- . 
cipline was entirely reftored among the 
troops ; he afterwards experienced the con- 
trary, and found that it was impoffible to 
depend upon an army, whofe confidence 
neither himfelf nor thofe under him had 
obtained. This has been the fole motive by 
which the French foldiery have been at all 
Vol. II. • U times 
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times influenced, but mpre efpecially fince 
they began to encourage a fyftematical dif- 
organization, falfely regarding military li- 
cence as the iEgis of public liberty. 

Lafayette, younger and more ambitious, 
had made himfelf beloved by his army, 
which was in better order. He at that 
time concealed the opinion which he has fince 
difclofed relative to the declaration of war, 
becaufe he perceived that it opened to him 
a brilliant career, and enabled him to a6t^ 
confpicuous part, which would conduft him 
naturally to the di£latorfhip. Neither his 
numerous partifans, nor the Feuillam, who 
fupported his interefts, made any fecret of 
his ambitious views. From their execution 
would have refulted the difmiffion of the 
national affembly, the return of the con- 
ilitutional party, and the adoption of the 
new fyftem of the two chambers. But this 
change could not be effected without the 
alliftance of tlie army, and thefe grand 
projefts were now counterafted by a foreign 
war. 

Whether from ambition, or diffimulation, 
Lafayette readily acquiefced in the plan of the 

campaign 
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campaign chalked out by Duraoiiriez \ they 
concerted meafures together with the utmoft 
cordiality, and agreed on the time and man- 
ner of the execution ; but he propofed to this 
minifter, as Rochambeau was not only 
chagrined, but in a bad ftate of health, that 
he himfelf ihould be entrufted, as com-^ 
mander in chief, with the execution of the 
project 'y he accordingly demanded fifty thou^ 
fand men, with whom he was to enter the 
Low Countries by Namur, and defcend 
along the banks of the Meufe as far as 
' Liege, which would render him completely 
mafter of the Netherlands. 

This plan was a good one, and Dumou- 
riez really thought that Lafayette would 
have fucceeded in carrying it into cfFe6l j 
but the condufl purfued by this general 
fmce his return to Paris, his unnatural 
connexion with the court after having been 
fo long its fcourge, his fudden coalition 
with the party of the Lameths, which had 
formerly ruined him in the opinion of the 
nation, but at that moment looked up to 
him as its leader: all this had rendered hira 
U a equally 
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equally fufpefled by the national aflembly 
and the Jacobins. 

The latter already deemed it improper 
that he (hould be entrufted with the com- 
mand of a body of troops 3 and if he had 
been invefted with the whole military au- 
thority, the minifter would have pafled for 
a Feuillant^ and the aflembly would have 
proceeded to extremities againft the king, 
Lafayette, and the adminiftration, fooner 
than fufFer it,. 

Befides this, there were two marflials of 
France. If Rochambeau were too feeble, 
and too fickly to aft, there was not the 
fame objedlion againft Luckner. In fliort, 
Dumouriez himfelf had not fo great an opi- 
nion of the character . and talents of La- 
fayette, as to run fuch defperate rifks in his 
behalf. He had always fhown himfelf in- 
decifivc, verfatile, and rather cunning than 
able, when he acted the principal charafter 
during the three firft years of the revolu- 
tion. He poffeffed talents and knowledge, 
but he was deftitute of that genius which 
hurries mankind along with it; and what- 
ever 
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ever might be his ambition^ nature had 
condemned him to mediocrity. 

He accordingly refufed liim the . chief 
command ; notwithftanding this he left him 
room for hope, and this too without de- 
ceiving him. The moment that the inva- 
fion of the Low Countries was accom- 
plirhed, Rochambeau would naturally re- 
turn to France, on account of the bad ftatc 
of his health; Lafayette therefore would 
then find himfelf intruftcd with the com^ 
mand in, and the defence of the Nether^ 
lands, a circumftance which muft quickly 
lead to his being created a marfhal of 
France. 

Lafayette affedted an air of content, and 
diflembled his refentment. He even af- 
fumed the appearance of afting with good 
faith until the epoch of the difaftrous events 
that occurred foon after, for it was not till 
then that he opeftly declared his fenti- 
ments. But Jaucourt, one of the right Jide 
of the affembly, that is to fay a Feuillant^ a 
member of the military committee, *and the 
general's particular friend, frequently re- 
newed this claim. Dumas, who was of the 
U 3 fame 
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fame party, and who had become the de-* 
clared enemy of the miniftcr, although 
he efteemed him, and took every occafioii 
to! afford him proofs of his regard, alfa 
backed this requeft in an underhand man- 
ner, and all of them became more bitter 
againft Dumouriez after his refufal. 

According to the plan of the campaign, 
which was extremely fimple, there were to 
be two real, and two falfe attacks. La- 
fayette, with a detachment of ten thoufand 
men, which was to be followed by the reft 
of his army, was to have filed off by Givet, 
and taken pofTeffion of Namqr, where at 
that time there was only a fingle battalion 
of Walloons, more than the half of which 
had entered into a confpiracy to defert on 
the appearance of the French. Thence he 
was to have marched towards BruiFels or 
Liege, for the firll operation alone was pre- 
fcribed to him; as to every thing elfe, he 
was at liberty to follow his own judgment. 
This movement was to be executed between 
the 3Qth of April and the 2d of May. 

At the fame period lieutenant-general 
Biron w&s to fet out from Valen<;iennes 

with 
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iwith ten thoufand men, and to march to- 
wards Mens, where the Auftrian general 
Beaulieu was ported with two thoufand 
five hundred troops, who were reinforced to 
five thoufand. 

A general officer was to be difpatched on , 

the very fame day from Lifle, by lieutenant 

general d'Aumont, with three thoufand fix 

hundred men: thefe were to follow the 

road leading to Tour nay, with orders to 

pufh for that town if they met with no re- 

fifVance, to place a garrifon in its xitadel, 

and then either to join general Biron, or to 

execute any orders he might fend. But it 

was mentioned in the inftru6lions, that if 

the Belgians did not feem friendly, and 

would not declare themfelves, he was to 

ftop at Beffieux in the territories of France, 

. and at the very extremity of the frontier, 

becaufe in that cafe, this was only meant 

as a falfe attack, and therefore the fafety 

of the corps was not to be endangered. 

Carle, a major general and commanding 

officer of Dunkirk, was alfo to fally forth at 

the head of twelve hundred men, and march 

towards Furnes, to feel the pulfe of the Flem- 

U 4 ingsi 
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ings ; he was to conduft himfelf agreeably 
to the progrefs of the other troops, and 
cither to return to Dunkirk, or to remain 
in the field, and ftrengthen himfelf by means 
of new troops. 

This general attack was to be made with 
about forty thoufand troops, which were 
fufficient for the firft operations. The war 
had only been declared during ten days, and 
neither orders nor troops could arrive from 
Vienna for defending the country, which, in 
addition to this, was extremely well difpofed. 
Had the fcheme been confided to a man of 
genius, able, aflive, and willing, the fuccefs 
would have been infallible. 

This army was to have been quickly re- 
inforced by more than thirty thoufand in- 
fantry, confiding of national battalions raifcd 
during the preceding fummer in the nor- 
thern and weftern departments of France, 
A fecond levy was ordered, and the interior 
in the mean time furnifhed feveral r^gu 
ments of cavalry, which were now approach- 
ing Flanders. Thus when the emperor 
would have aflembled a body of troops in 
June or July, \vith an intention to recon-. 
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quer the Low Countries, he would have 
been obliged to oppofe Lafayette at the 
head of upwards of feventy-five thoufand 
' Frenchmen, and a whole country in a ftate 
of infurredlion. In Ihort, this is precifely 
the very fame plan that general Dumouriez 
himfelf afterwards carried into execution 
with a greater force indeed, but alfo againft 
a more powerful defence. 

Lafayette ought to have been well con- 
tented with this projeft, which, without ap- 
parently excluding marfhal Rochambeau, 
would have procured to him the objedl of 
all his wifhes — the chief command j becaufe 
a lieutenant general and fome major-gene- 
rals only were to be detached from the, 
marfhaFs army, and who, fo foon ' as they 
had entered the Low Countries, would of 
courfe be under his own orders, and form 
part of his troops. 

Neither had Rochambeau any reafon to 
complain. He faid that he was ill, and he 
was really fo, he therefore did not receive * 
prders to march.. He had exhibited great 
repugnance to fubmit to the authority of 
the council, and to adopt its plans. The 

members 
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members compofing it, on the other hand, 
were cautious not to give him any caufe of 
offence, and therefore addreffed all their 
commands to the ojQ&cers under him. How- 
ever, by way of flattering his felf-love, and 
out of refpeft to his rank, all the orders 
paffed through his own hands, to the gene- 
rals who were to carry them into execution. 
Indeed they did not confult him ; but he 
himfelf had occafioned this exclufion by his 
declared enmity to the miniflers. 

This plan was laid before the council, ap- 
proved by the king, and clothed with his 
authority. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 

ConduSi of the Generals. 



Lafayette took infinite pains to bring 
his heavy artillery as far as Givet, and to 
occupy the camp of Ranfennc by the firft 
of May. All his magazines were in the 
country of Meffiij. As Givet, which ought 
to have been merely an occafional camp to 
facilitate the plan of penetrating to Namur, 
was afterwards converted by him into a 
fixed pofition, and that too without any 
poffible utility, he became in want of every 
thing, and his ill-humour began to difplay 
itfelf in complaints againft the miniftry, 
and more efpecially the author of the plan 
of the campaign, which he had not exe- 
cuted. 

This voluntary dereliftion of it, on his 
part, was a fault. The attack on Namur, 

which 
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which might have been made on the iecond 
of May, was an expedition totally inde- 
pendent of the check which Biron experi- 
enced before Mons on the firft of that 
month. This very check was even an ad- 
ditional motive for its execution, as he was 
much ftronger than the Auftrians in this 
quarter, and he might have compenfated 
by his fuccefs for the difgrace of our arms 
in Flanders. His perfonal glory was even 
interefted in it. 

If he had taken Namur, as he un- 
doubtedly might have done, he would have 
become a leader eflentially neceflaiy to the 
French army, and in that cafe hii credit 
would have been fo much augmented, that 
he might then at his eafe have blamed the 
miniftry, nay difmifled, and replaced it with 
his own creatures, as he did two months 
afterwards J inftead of this, having attempted 
nothing, he appeared to be tender of the 
enemy, and to referve all his courage 
againft the council and the Jacobins, whom 
he feemed always to confound together, 
although their interefts were very different. 

There was not any attack then on the 

fide 
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fide of Namur, and that which gave occi- 
fion to believe that Lafayette depended 
but little on the execution of the plan, is, 
that inftead of marching all his army, he 
had only taken with him ten thoufand men, 
and cantoned the reft along the Dun, in the 
.Biftioprics, at thirty leagues diftance from 
his main body. 

Birpn fet out from Valenciennes, and en- 
camped at Quievrain on the firft of May. 
He was a very brave man, of a mild dif- 
pofition, an agreeable charafter, and well 
affe£led to the expedition $ but he did not 
poflefs great military talents. From Quiev- 
rain he proceeded as far as Bouflu, where 
general Beaulieu had pofted fome light 
troops. He himfelf occupied the heights 
above Mons with his little army. 

Biron had not made any difpofition, but 
no One indeed could have been made fo as to 
prevent the unexpe£led event that occurred. 
Two regiments of dragoons, without feeing 
the enemy, betook themfelves to flight, ex- 
claiming that they were fiirrounded and 
betrayed, throwing the infantry at the fame 
time into diforder, and carrying them along 

'With 
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With them. BiroQ, young Rochambeau, 
Levaffeur, aide-de-camp of Dumouriez, and 
fome other officers, ran into the midft of 
them, conjuring them to flop, and doing 
every thing in their power to rally them: 
the only return they met with was me- 
naces; they were even fired upon. The 
whole army dilbanded, although it was not 
purfued by more than five or fix hundred 
Hulans and chaflTeurs, who pillaged the 
camp of Quievrain, Biron's baggage, and 
the military cheft. The fugitives at length 
arrived in the utmofi: diforder at Valen- 
ciennes/ where adding the moft criminal 
licence to the bafeft terrour, they wilhed 
to maflacre the marfhal de Rochambeau 
and the general officers. There are but 
few epochs more dilhonourable for the 
French foldiery. 

On the very fame day and hour major- 
general Theobald Dillon left Lifle, and 
arrived at Beffieux with three thoufand 
men, one third of whom confifted of ca- 
valry J a fmall body of eight or nine hundred 
Auftrians fallying out of Tournay, came in 
fight ^ on this the horfe uttered the fame 
3 cries 
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cries as thofe of Biron, rufhed through the 
body of the infantry, fled as far as Lifle, 
without beings fo much as purfued, and 
abandoned the artillery, waggons, and 
fcaggage. 

Theobald Dillon entered Lifle after the 
fugitives, and was maffacred by the foldiers, 
as well as a lieutenant colonel of engineers^ 
a man of merit, of the name of Bert hois ; 
their bodies were hung up on a gallows, 
and the populace joining the ferocious and 
cowardly troops, committed all kinds of cx- 
cefles, exclaiming at the fame time that the 
whole of the officers were arijiocrats. 

On comparing thefe two events, which 
occurred at the fame hour, the one near 
Mons, the other in the neighbourhood of 
Tournay, both of the difafters commencing 
with the flight of the cavalry, under a fimi- 
lar pretext, and accompanied with the very 
fame expreflions, there can be no manner 
of doubt, but that the whole refulted from a 
very dark plot. By whom v/as it contrived ? 
This is what has hitherto remained un- 
known. 

It was not the intereft of the Jacobins 

that 
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that the war ftiould be conduflfed in any 
other than an honeft manner ; on the con- 
trary, fuch was their exprefs wifli. The Gi-^ 
ronde and the affembly were deeply con- 
cerned in its fuccefs. It is alfo to be ob- 
fervcd, that this diforganifation did not take 
place any where but in the northern army ; 
the troops in queftion had marched out of 
Lifle and Valenciennes, for nothing limilar 
occurred, either in Lafayette's divifion, or in 
the little corps with which general Carle fet out 
from Dunkirk, and entered Furnes, where he 
neither experienced friendfhip nor enmity on 
the part of the inhabitants. The account of 
the (hameful checks at Tournay and Mons 
was inftantly fpread abroad, and after thefe 
inftances of cowardice on the part of the 
French, the Flemings difplaycd their wit- 
dom in remaining in a ftate of tranquillity. 
The arrival of this intelligence threw the 
aflembly and all Paris into conftemation. 
Dumouriez heard it with the greateft calm- 
nefs ; he calculated the profound treachery 
v<rith which his plan of the campaign had 
been evaded, and he was confirmed in the 
perfuafion that the whole had been medi- 
tated 
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tated beforehand, by the indecent joy which 
he difcovercd among the party in oppofition, 
and which for fomc days got the upper hand 
ill the affembly. 

The unfortunate Degraves was difmayed, 
but his colleague made him eafy by taking 
all the blame and the danger upon himfelf^ 
as alfo the taik of defending him at the 
council board. Louis XVI conducled him-^ 
felf with great propriety on this occafion, 
and fided with his minifter. ^^ The Feuillansj 
on the other hand, afierted that he was an 
idiot, a firebrand, an ambitious man, who^ 
like Louvois, wilhed to direft the military 
operations from his cabinet in Paris, He 
might have anfwered with great juftice, that 
Louvois had not pradtifed and ftudied.tfae 
art of war during thirty-fix years, and that 
Rochambeau and Lafayette neither ^.re- 
fembled Cond^ nor Turenne. 

Thefe two generals wrote to the king and 
to the prefident of the aflembly, and in- 
formed them, that they could no longer 
execute the orders of an ignorant council 
and a prefumptuous minifter. Rocham- 
beau aflerted that he had been obliged to 
. Vol, II. X open 
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open the campaign without dther provi^ 
fion or camp eqvup^ef Notwithftandii^ 
this» at the very moment when the enemy 
pillaged the camp of Quievrain, tents, and 
neceflaries for twenty-two thoa£md men, 
were found there ; and theie feemed to have 
been amafled on the frontiers, for the ex- 
prefs purpofe of their becoming a prey to 
them* 

There was no manner of occafion for alt 
this baggage to. enter Mons, and Dumoo- 
riez, in the inftru£tions drawn up by him, 
and which, as well as all the other orders^ 
were figncd by the miniiler at war, had ex- 
prefsly recommended that the troops ihould 
march as much diiencumbered as poffibl^ 
a»id without any baggage whatever* The 
three thouiand fix hundred men under 
Theobald DiHon had alio tents, bs^gt^e, 
and among other things, two tliouiand five 
kundred blankets. Why did he take alt 
tbefe along with him, notwithftanding the 
orders to the contrary ? 

The relult was, that the generals, having 
no longer the ncceflary articles for entering 
upon the campaign, and being in polTefiion 

of 
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of a carte blanche^ thought proper to refume 
the defenfive fyftem. Their complaints 
were fo bitter, and the faftion of the l^eu^ 
illam pofleffed fo great an advantage over 
them, that Dumouriez, who refifted the 
Aorm, was for feveral days in fome danger of 
being fcnt to Orleans. 

The aflembly almoft turned their backs 
upon him, and infifted on his confining 
himfelf within his own department, and 
no longer interfering with military affairs. 
When he commenced his campaign in the 
Low Countries, he found hi«ifelf exaflly 
in the fam&cafe that the two generals pre- 
tended to be ; he however conducted him- 
felf in a very different manner. 

Rochambeau complained that he was def^ 
titute of camp equipage and provifion. 
Dumouriez had neither provifion, nor 
money, nor ihoes, nor clothes. Lafayette 
complained, that he was obliged to make 
forced marches through imprafticable roads. 
Dumouriez and Valence led, at the latter 
end of Odober, and that too after a very 
rainy feafon, an army and a train of heavy 
artillery along the very fame roads. The 
X 2 truth 
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truth is, that with a good will a man may 
furmount difficulties, and that every thing 
appears ail infurmountable obftacle, when 
it is intended that a plan fliall not fuc- 
ceed. 

Thefe generals did not conceal the whole, 
but they only accompliihed the half of their 
projeft. The whole nation took part with 
the minifter. The aflcmbly, recovering from 
the firft impreffion of terror, eafily difco- 
vered the black intrigue, and alfo fupported 
him, while the king himfelf beftowed more 
marks of bit confidence than ever. 

It was then that Rochambeau, who really 
was in a bad (late of health, fent in his re- 
fignation and retired. Dumouriez, refpefl:- 
ing his age, and efteeming his talents, had 
the generolity to make him an offer of the 
comn^and of the troops within the kingdom ^ 
in which cafe he might have refided at 
Paris, and alfifled the minifter at war with 
his advice j but he refufed to accept of this 
fituation. 

Lafayette now thought, that he was about 
to inherit the command of the northern, 
which he intended to unite with the cen- 
tral 
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tral army. His friends courted the minifter 
on purpofe to render him favourable; he, 
without being moved to it by rancour, 
merely from a fpirit of juftice, oppofed his 
pretenfions; the whole council, and the 
king himfelf, were of the fame opinion. 
Luckner was a marihal of France. La- 
fayette had jufl committed a fault in not 
attacking Namur, and in permitting his 
advanced guard to be beaten ; and he had 
alio made feveral ufelefs marches to ap- 
proach Maubeuge, on the retreat of the 
mar(hal de Rochambeau. His condu6l as 
a military man did not furpafs mediocrity, 
and as a ftatefman it was fadlious. 

This lafl: refufal rendered htm the declared 
enemy of Dumouriez, againft whom he 
wrote a letter replete with injuries ; it at 
the fame time included the whole council, 
whom he termed tht Jcandalous admintjiration. 
It is faid that Baumetz diflated this epiftle; 
it was three days in Paris before it made its 
appearance. Emifiaries, during this inter-* 
val, were fent to Dumouriez, to forewarn 
him of what was to happen, sind if poffible 
to intimidate him. 

X 3 He 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



( 3^0 ) 

He fpoke on this fubgef): to the unfortu* 
nate Rochefoucauld, and told him to adviie 
Lafayette to fupprefs it; for at this very 
moment Dumouriez had difmifTed Roland 
and Clavieres fjrom the council, on purpoie 
to free the king from their oppreffion^ and 
he had alfo quarrelled with the Girondifts 
and the Jacobins; therefore this letter would 
evince an ill-timed refentment, which would 
rebound on the author himfelf. The rage 
and folly of his dangerous partifans made 
him rge£l the counfels of Rochefoucauld 
and of Roderer. This averfion on the part 
of Lafayette endured but too long, and oc- 
cafioned many evils. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. 



Re/ignation of Degraves. Servan becomes 
Minijier at War. Dijpute witb the King 
of Sardinia. 



Degraves had been terrified by the 
ftiameful commfenccment of the war. Mild, 
amiable, and poiTefling a feeble ftate of 
health, which did not correfpond with his 
zeal, from the firft day of his entering into 
office he found the duty of a minifter in- 
volved in details far exceeding his ftrengthi 
he had accordingly requefted an affiftant 
under the name of direSior of the war^ and 
no department ftood more in need of one* 

BrifTot had recommended a perfon to him 
who was extremely well informed, at leaft 
fo far as concerned theory ; this was Servan, 
formerly a Heutenant-colonel in the regi- 
ment of Dauphin infantry, and at that 
time colonel of one of the regiments of 

X 4 Paris, 
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Paris. He entered into the minifter's office 
without any particular defignation, and un- 
der the moft moderate and moft difinte- 
refted appearance, exafted much, and per- 
formed little. He was defcended from a 
noble parliamentary family of Dauphine, 
and had been formerly fub-governor to the 
king's pages, from which employment he 
was difmiffed- He then went into the 
Dauphin's regiment. He pretended that his 
difmiffion proceeded from the freedonj of hi» 
principles. He was author of a book re- 
plete with good ideas, and written with much 
ability, entitled The Soldier Citizen^ which 
indicated confiderable talents. His appear- 
ance was that of a man phlegmatic, refle6t- 
irig, and auftcre; he was however gentle 
and flattering in his deportment, but a 
iimple and philofophical outiide concealed 
great ambition and infenfibility. 

Degraves had formed an acquaintance 
with a chain of females, who, condnfting 
him from link to link, at laft connefled him 
with madame 'de Stael *, ambafladrefs from 

* The daughter of Mr. Nccker.— 7n?»/I 

Sweden, 
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Sweden^ who had become the Circe of the 
Feuillans. As their fadion was compofed of 
a number of young colonels of the fame 
age as himfelf, with whom he had lived in 
ibme degree of intimacy, Degraves had at 
firft very properly broken off all acquaint- 
ance with them, in order that he i^ight 
only occupy his mind with* the duties of 
his place, and maintain a ftrift impartiality. 
The moment that the generals had an- 
nihilated the plan of the campaign, as 
much through their own fault as the li- 
centipufnefs and defe£tion of the army in 
Flanders, advantage was taken of the habits 
of the minifter at war, to befet, and intimi- 
date him. He beheld the adminiftration dif- 
comfited by a powerful faction ; he had no 
confidence in thofe employed in bis own 
offices he had been deceived by the contrac- 
tors relative to all the neccflaries for the 
army 5 his enormous refponfibility affrighted 
him; he accordingly confided his uneafinefs' 
to his colleague Dumouriez, with whom he 
lived on terms of friendfhip, and frequently 
befought him to exchange departments. 
The latter would have moft willingly 

complied 
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complied with this rcqueft, if it had been 
communicated to him previoufly to the 
fhameful cataftrophe at the opening of the 
campaign, but the moment was now elapfed. 
It would have appeared as if he had under- 
taken the war department for the cxprefs 
purpofe of revenging himfelf on the generals 
by domineering over them, and this would 
have produced new broils, and have efFedied 
a fchifm, out of which it would have been 
difficult to have extricated himfelf at the 
beginning of a war. He oflFered to ihare 
the labours of his friend, but he refufed 
to accept of his department 3 it was thefi 
that Degraves determined to refign. 

This, by occafioning a derangement in 
the council, produced much milchief. Un- 
til then this body had lived together in 
fome degree of union ; but a more particu- 
lar intimacy fubfifted between Degraves, 
Lacofte, and Dumouriez, who, lefs occupied 
with what paffed around them than with 
the affairs of their own departments, fup- 
ported the independence of their places 
againft the influence of the fa6lions. Some 
altercations on this fcore had even taken 

place 
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place with Roland and Clavieres ; for Du- 
ran ton, the miniftcr of jaftice, confined him- 
felf within the boundaries of his own office, 
which had but little connection with the 
bufinefs of the other five, and was in reality 
neither a Jacobin, nor a Feuillant, nor a 
Girondift. 

Degraves himfelJF propofed Servan as his 
fucceifor, and he was foon after made a 
major general. On this occafion, it was 
wrong in that unfortunate prince to dif- 
(emble his repugnance at fuch a choice. 
He knew Servan better than either Degraves 
or Dumouriez, who never had any connec- 
tion with this man, and had not even been 
acquainted with him longer than a month. 
Had his majefty ftarted but the leaft objec- 
tion, he would never have been minifter, 

Servan had been long intimate with the 
celebrated madame Roland, and is faid, 
whether true or falfe, to have afted in the 
capacity of her lover. He was not eight 
days in office before he began to blacken 
the conduft of his predecefTor, and intirely 
feparated himfelf from general Dumouriez, 
to whom he had made proffers of the moft 

fubmiffive 
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fubmiflive attachment, on purpofe to ob- 
tain his office. He not only negleftcd to 
confult him relative to any of the bufineis 
of his department, but he even concealed 
the pofition and ftrength of the armies, and 
endeavoured to enter into an accommoda-* 
tion with the generals, by appearing to be 
on bad terms with his colleague, who did 
not in the leafl: con (I rain his actions, and 
never exhibited any curiofity, except re- 
lative to fuch parts of his adminiflration as 
might more or lefs influence his own ne- 
gotiations, 

A very trifling motive menaced France 
^t this period with a new war, and the im- 
petuofity of the Jacobins on one fide^ and 
the intrigues of the court on the other, 
converted it into a ferious affair. From 
the very commencement of the revolution, 
the court of Turin had dilplayed but too 
much partiality. The king's two brothers 
had efpoufed princefles of the houfc of 
Savoy, and their fifter was married to the 
prince of Piedmont. The count d'Artois 
had retired thither, and, although he had 
hurt his intereft by the levity of his coii- 

duft. 
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duft, and that of thofc who furrounded him, 
it was very natural for the court of Turin 
to wiQi for the fuccefs of fuch near relations, 
more cfpecially as it would in that cafe get 
rid of very troublefome guefts. 

Savoy had never been contented with its 
fovereigns ; the ideas of French liberty had 
fermented in the heads of thefe mountaineers. 
However moderate their impofts were, they 
were yet burdenfomc to thefe poor people, 
whp depended for their fubfiftence on their 
neighbours the French. 

The court of Turin had . been incon- 
liderate enough to affure itfelf of their fide- 
lity by force j it had ftrengthened its garri- 
fons, and employed a rigorous military au- 
thority to punifli innovators. They, on 
the other hand, had taken refuge in the ]ar 
cobin fociety, the common afylum of the 
feditious of all countries, which was not 
only eager to receive, but had even fent 
miffionaries among them, on purpofe to cul- 
tivate the germs of infurreflion. 

It was in Turin and the county of Nice, 
that all thofe confpiracies of the emigrants^ 
badly conducted, and always difconcerted, 

had 
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had been firft hatched. During the refi- 
dence of the count d'Artois there, they had 
formed plots againft Marfeilles, Toulon, 
Antibes, Lyons, and fcveral towns in Dau- 
phine, the whole of which had been dif- 
covercd. 

The court of Turin, alfo pretending to 
confider Louis XVI as a prifoner, had 
withdrawn its ambaffadour without any ce- 
remony, treated the count de Choifeul, mi- 
nifter from France; with fuch coolnefs, as 
to conftrain him to demand leave to re- 
fign, and after his departure did not appear 
very anxious to have any one nominated to 
fucceed him. 

Not , only Savoy and Piedmont were 
crowded with emigrants, but thefe were 
openly formed into regiments in the county 
of Nice, and the king of Sardinia had pub- 
licly folicited the Swifs to enter into a league, 
under pretence of guarantying his tranfal- 
pine ftates. It was rumoured that he had 
collected a large quantity of artillery in 
Savoy ; and as this confided of battering 
pieces, it could not be alleged that they 
jvere purely intended with a view towards 
4 defenfive 
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defenfive meafures $ it was rather to be pre- 
fumed, that they were gotten ready to be at 
hand for the purpofe of attacking Lyons 
or Dauphine. In addition to this> the de- 
partments of Dauphine and of Provence 
were continually fpreading alarms by means 
of their addreffes to the national affembly, 
which at length paffed a decree, requiring 
Louis to demand a frank explanation re- 
lative to the intentions of the king of 
Sardinia. 

Such was the ftate of affairs between 
France and the court of Turin, when Du* 
mouriez took poffeflion of the helm of fo- 
reign affairs. His continual occupations in 
arranging the political fyftem with the great 
powers ; his fpirited negotiations with the 
court of Vienna; the declaration of war 
which followed it; the details relative to 
the plan of the campaign^ and its bad fuc- 
cefs, had induced him not to negleft, but to 
fufpend, the decifion of the difputes between 
France and the court of Turin, which he 
could not however permit any longer to re- 
main in a ftate of unceitainty. 

He had alfo been prevented by the fear 

of 
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of receiving a haughty or deceitful anfwei*, 
and ' he had announced to the diplomatic 
committee, that his principle was to follow 
the example of the Romans, who carried on 
only one war at a time, felefled the ftrongeft 
enemy, and diiiembled relative to the in- 
juries received from powers of the fecond 
orden 

The petulance of the Jacobins, the wiflies 
of the Savoyards, the imprudence of the 
emigrants, the half hoftile condud of the 
court of Turin, and the alarms of the 
Ibuthern departments, provoked the decree 
on the part of the aflembly. Being thus pre- 
cluded from all further delay, he tranfmitted 
a difpatch to the charge d'affaires of France 
at Turin, containing fix of the principal 
caufes of complaint, concerning which he 
demanded a full explanation on the part of 
the king. 

The minifter paid no manner of attention 
to this well intended overture, and ncg- 
le6ted for a long time to return an anfwer. 
All the cabinets were mifled in their politics 
by the aflertions of the unfortunate emi- 
grants, who made them believe that the 

revolution 
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i-evblution could not endure^ thiat the na^ . 
tion was weary of it, and that the prefent 
miniftryj Dumourie2 efpecially, were the 
agents of a ra(h and feeble fa£tion, which 
was on the eve of being fabjugated^ and 
would become the vifiims of the people 
themfelves. The court of Turin, above all 
others, ought to have defired that France 
fhould have become a conftitutional mo^ 
narchy, governed according . to fage and 
pacific meafures. The fteps taken by it to 
oppofe this, and re-eftablifh the old govern- 
ment, were highly imprudent; for it was 
this oppofition, joined to foreign politics, 
that precipitated the French into anarchy 
and all their exceffes, through mere defpair. 
It is moft likely that the nation would have 
completed its conftitution without diforder 
and without crime, if it had only been fur- 
rounded with fage conciliators, inftead of 
aftive enemies, who tormented her with 
continual confpiracies, and irritated her by 
unceafing fcorn. 

As the anfwer from Tiyin, when it at 
length arrived, was neither categorical nor 
polite^ the minifter informed the king, th^t 

Vol. II. Y he 
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he was tiildfir the neceffitj of Urging it be^ 
fore the aliedibly, which began to profs him 
on this fiabjedt, and he propofed to hift ma-* 
jefiy to ftnd as miniftcr-pletiipatentiary to 
that Court a miin who was at' once BjRWe^ 
vigilant^ and intrepid; in order to force 
it to come to an explanation, to verify the 
rumours relative to the arming of the emi- 
grants at Nice, the augmentation of the 
troops, and arrival of the battering cannon 
in Savoy, and to develope the hodik nego« 
tiations of that court with the Helvetic 
body, more efpecially as this circumftance 
was cortnefled with fhe plot of the count 
d'Artois for the feduai&n of tht Swifs regi- 
ments, which he willied to have fan^ionid 
by the Cantons. 

Semonville, who had been appointed by 
Montmorin, was then at Genoa. After 
feme months refidettti in the neighbour- 
hood, aided by his penetration^ he had made 
himfelf perfectly acquainted with the views, 
the difpoiitions, and the intrigues^ of the 
court of Turin* The king approved the 
choice which was made of him, without 
ftarting any obje^ion whatever. Dumou- 
8 riez 
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liez fofpended the report which he was 
about to prefent to the aflembly^ and in-> 
ftantly ient off a courier to Semonville with 
inftrudions and orders, in cohfequence of 
which he was to repair inftantly to Turin, 
in order to open a negotiation with dignity, 
cordiality, and promptitude, and to fend him 
an anfwer as foon as poilible. 

Turin ^as confidered as one of the 
family courts^ and there exifted among them 
certain reciprocal ceremonies relative to the 
nomination of ambafladours : they were firift 
.propofed to the court at which they were to 
reiide before the appointment was con- 
firmed. Such was die mode in the time of 
the old government. The minifter was ig- 
norant of it, and the king did not give him 
any information on the fubje6t:. 

It has already been ilated, that it was 
agreed upon to adopt this praclice in i*e- 
fpe6l to the republic of Venice, becaufe 
that republic, on account of its fagacious 
neutrality, was dcferving of every'-degree of 
refped. If Louis XVI had fuggtfted this 
circumftance to his minifter, he r/ould have 
reprefented, ** that fuch a condefcenfion 
Y 2 ought 
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ought not to be fhown to a court that ex- 
hibited fuch hoftile views> and aiFe6ted to 
confider him as aprifonef; that even if a 
fimilar conducl had prevailed previoufly to 
the revolution, it ought not to have been 
followed at prefent, v^rhen the bu(ine& 
v^as to demahd a categorical explanation 
from a power of the fecond order, and that 
his new quality as a^reprefentative of a free 
people ought not to diminifti the dignity of . 
his negotiations/' 

If the king at this period had refufed to 
give his confent to the appointment of Se- 
monville, Dumouriez would have preiented 
the names of two or three other perfons to 
him for his choice, but he never would have 
fubmitted fo far as to have folicited the con* 
fent of a court which had given fuch occa- 
fion for difcontent and uneafinefs. But the 
filence of the king relative to the etiquettt 
of which Dumouriez was ignorant, rendered 
all thefe obfervations unneceflary. 

Scmonville fet off for Turin on the arri- 
val of the meffengef. That court being ap- 
prifed beforehand of his appointment by 
the couriers belonging to the Thuillcrics^ 
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adopted a violent meafure, and, ii> oppofi- 
tion to the law of nations, caufed the mi- 
nifler plerapbtentiary of France to be ar- 
cefted at Alexandria. This excefs was 
committed under pretext of the danger 
arifing from the fa£lious fpirit of Semon- 
ville, and he was accufed of- being the pro- 
pagator of Jacdbinifm, and the agitator of all 
Italy. This ailertion was' not fupported by 
any proof; arid, did not confer any right to 
feize ' on a man invefted with a public 
charaflen 

It is well known that in France the ^e^. 
gent was contwit with difmiffing the prince 
de Cellamare, JambafTaddar from Spain, al- 
though convifted of a confpiracy that coft 
the chevalier de Rohan and feveral nobles 
of Britanny and Normandy their. lives. The 
marquis de Bedmar, ambafladour from Spain 
to Venice, had been treated with equal pru- 
detice by that wife republic, fubfequent to 
the difcovery of a horrible plot. The af- 
front was formal, the excufe infufficient. 

The court of Turin ought to have al- 
lowed Semonville to have completed his 
journey, to have delayed receiving him ia 
Y 3 the 
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the chara£lcr of plenipotentiary* and U> 
have fent a minifter to France, entniflod 
with the complaihts which it had to allege 
againft him : fuch a proceeding would have 
rendered Louis XVI and his mimftry 
blainable, if they had ref ufed to recal him 
and nominate, aaothbr, who was not oh* 
noxious to anyfufpicion. It would then 
have been juftified in* its refii^il of Semon-* 
vilie^ and even in ordering htm to leave 
the capital. The conduft adopted in the 
prefent inftance was imprudent, injurious,, 
and in exaS: oppofition to the laws* of 
nations. 

The minifter, with the king's own conibnt; 
ordered Semonville to return toGenoa^ and 
broke oiF all coi*rdpondence with the court 
of Turin ; he alfo withdrew his agent from 
diat capital : but, in conformity to his old 
fyftem, he permitted that court to aft as it 
pkafed relative to its reprefentative at Paris. 
By this line of conduft, without debating 
the French nation, and appearing to be 
content with the anfwer returned to the 
articles formerly tranfmitted to him, and 
which merely announced the delire of not 
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interrupting the pi^ace fubfifting between 
Sardinia and Franpe ; he aUowed the minis- 
ter of tfatf former powf r an opportunity of 
dipobgizing {m the violence and temerity 
of his pro<;eediQgs, and affeded to believe 
that the affront received by Semonville was 
merely perfonal, gnd did not attach to his 
public chara^er. 

There was an eafy mode of indemnifying 
tins plenipotentiary for the injury he had 
received, and of proving, at the fame time, 
that the vague accufations of the court of 
Turin had not deprived him of the con* 
fidence of the king ayd the nation ; this 
was to emplc^ him in the embaffy to Con- 
ftantinople, a fituation which he might 
afterwards exchange for another, according 
to the event of a war with the houfe of 
Auftria. 

The king having acquiefced in the appoint- 
ment, the minifter prefcnted to the affem- 
bly all the papers relative to the late dif- 
agreement with the court of Turin. But 
he did not aft in the fame manner, on the 
prefent occafion, as when the rupture took 
place with the court of Vienna s he neither 
Y 4 requefted 
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requefted the king to appear in the aflembly, 
nor produced any aport, nor inferred any 
conclufion from the poftare of affairs. This 
w^as not the refult of weaknefs^ but of 
fyftem; he wifhed not to precipitate a fe- 
cond declaration of war, and indeed this 
did OPt take; place during his adminiftra-' 
tion. Notwithftanding the anfwer of th^ 
court, of Turin, he ftill left this matter un- 
decided J he however haftened . the prepara- 
tions on the fide of Italys and he prefTed 
the formation of an army, which general 
Montefquiou was appointed to command* 

The court of th? Thuilleri?s and the 
Feuillans^ who wiflied for nothing fo much 
as to prod^ce frefh .troubles, reprefented 
this condudt at firft as a bravado^ and after-- 
wards as ^n inftance of weaknefs. The 
foolifh people who at that time blamed the 
minifter were either very diflioneft, or very 
ftupid I it was only neceflary to wait three 
jnonths, in order to determine, in confe-r 
quence of the conquefl: of Savoy and Nice, 
on what fide lay the impriidence, injuftice^ 
l)oafting, and imbecility. 

The condvi6l of the coqrt pf Tyrin on 
4 thi§ 
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this occaflon was inexcufable. The Idng 
of Sardinia is a virtuous and oioderatQ 
prince*; but he was mifled by the errone- 
ous policy and improvident condu6l of his 
minifters, who ought to have avoided every 
pretext for a rupture, and who have never 
fincq taken any ftep to repair an injury cqm^ 
mitted againft the law of nations. 

They fliould have known,^ from their 
•own perfonal experience, that in general 
leagues, the fccondary powers always adt 
difadvantageous parts. They are a burden 
to the great allies, who are obliged to pay 
by means of expenfive fubfidies for their 
very moderate fervices, which are often 
more embarraffing than ufefuL Whenever 
a peace is about to be negotiated, their petty 
interefts are always neglefted : happy, when 
they are not totally abandoned and facri- 
fical to the enemy I 

^ He IS alfo faid to be a moft fuperftitious and intole- 
rant one, folely guided by priefts ; and this accounts in 
feme meafure for the grofs impolicy of provoking a war 
With France. His fon, the prince de Piedmont^ who is rc- 
prefented as amiable, mild, and enlightened, always op- 
pofipd this meafure.— 7r^»/I 
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The hiftory of the houfe of Savoy, and 
of the little fovereignties of Italy, exhibits 
not only ftriking but parallel examples, at 
the eonclufion of all treaties, of this politic 
cal (yftem of great governments, who at* 
ways prove themfelves very (elfifli, and that 
too at the expence of their weaker ndgh* 
hours. 
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Sfiifm in the Mmjiry.-^rbe j\ffair tftbe Six 



Solbtig as' Degravcs was niiriiftw at war, 
Lacofte, Durnouriez, and he, being at the 
head of the three moft important depart-* 
mentsf, and accuftomed to fupport one an- 
other- by their mutual eftecm, friend(hip, 
and confidence, they had maintained the in- 
depiendence of the adminiftration amidft 
the thoA of contending faftionsj they 
were at the fame time caceful of the dignity 
of the king, giving him notice when the 
court was likely to involve him jn any 
difficulties, and they often made ufe of the 
credit of the Girondijis againft the Feuillans^ 
but without rendering the former the ar- 
biters of public affairs, of which they 
never gave them any information but 
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when they were to be difculTed by the 
affembly. 

The appointment of Servan. as minifter 
at war in the courfe of a week diflblved 
that concord, which: had hitherto reigned 
at the council board, becaufe he attached 
himfelf tntirely to madame Roland, • whofe 
houfe was converted into an office for the 
Gironde, and where the minifterial dinner, 
every Friday, became the dinner of a fac- 
tion, as it was intended to fubje^ the; nd- 
nifters to the counfels and the dire^ipn of 
thatgafty, :, r : ' 

LacQfte and * T^x^rfyowfitz hsiviog ^grped 
x)ot to converfe any more about the: affairs 
of th^ir departments at thefe meetings^ 
iinentioned. their intentions to Rolai^d, en- 
deavouring at the fame time to mak^ him 
fenfible of the danger of fuch communica* 
tions to the members of the affembly ; the 
defeft in point of fecrecy, which fpmetimes^ 
although but* rarely, might be necefiary; 
the dependence which it would produce 
in i;efpe6l to thefe members themfclves, and 
the rumours that would be circulated abroad 
to th?ir detriment by fuch s^n appearance 
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of partiality. Roland was of a different - 
of^nion; he declared that he would not do 
any thing either relative to his own depart- 
mtniy or the bufinefs before the council 
board, without the advice of his friends 
(and he might have added of his wife) ; and 
he became exceedingly referved. 

The faftion of the Gironde, which at 
that time poffeffed the favour of the people, 
began, as well as Roland, Servan, and Cla- 
.viere, to be very republican y it difplayed much 
ill will againft the two friends, who, faith* 
f ul to the conftitution, often took part with 
the king, whom the three coalefced mi- . 
.nifters began to treat with much indc*^ 
xency. 

Two circumftance? contributed to em- 
broil them intircly. At one of the Friday's 
dinners, for they had not as yet quarrelled 
publicly, Guadet re^ a long, very harfh, 
and infolent letter, which the fix minifters 
were fuppofed to write to. Louis XVI, j on 
pufpofe to oblige him to difmifs his Hon-' 
juring confeflbr; and to take one who had fub- 
{bribed thecivic oath. This they were preffed 
jcr fign. JJumbuTiez- eafily denaonftrated 

the 
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the tyranny, the atrocity, and the abfurdity, 
of this letter } he faid that he would not 
put his fignature to it, and Lacofte followed 
his example. Duranton obferred, that it 
was dt leaft ufekl^. Vergmaud and Gen- 
fonne acknowledged that it was ill timei 
Cuadet was furiou:^, and the convcrfation 
became very warm. 

It was however at length withdrawn, but 
it was at the fame time ftated that anotb^ 
would be neceflfary. Dumouriez on this re- 
plied, that he would not permit any letter 
to be written to the king in the name of 
the council relative to the fcruples of his 
confcience } he obferved, that be might ie- 
le6l an iman, a rabbi, a Papifl, or a Cal* 
vinifl, for his guide, without any peribn 
having a right to interfere, and that their 
ligning it would be highly imprudent, as 
none of them, by the fund;ions of his de* 
partment, was entrufted with the dirsdVion 
of the king's confclence^ 

This propofition alfo was withdrawn, but 
in the newfpapers under the influence of 
the Gironde, Dumouriez and Lacofte were 
next day accufed of favouring the refiftance 

of 
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of Louis XVI to thft articles of the confti- 
totioii, and that too in their moft efiential 
principles^ The Jacobin journals repeated 
thefe foUieS) which tended not a little to 
irritate the people againft the unfortunate 
monarch and his two minifters, who wifhed 
to fpare him thefe mortifications. The king 
fighed, and thanked them. This was one of 
the moments in which he told Dumouriez, 
that he could fubmit to any thing except 
what concerned his confcience^ and that^ 
if he were reduced to fuch an extremity, he 
could fubmitxto die. 

The other circum(lance was the nomina« 
tion of the governor and commiiiioners for 
the ifland of St. Domingo. The Gironde 
wiftied to force Lacofle to confent to the 
choice of Sillery as governor. He had beca 
•a member of the conftituent afiembly* 
His charad^er was fullied by his immo« 
ralities, although the latter part of his life 
proved very honourable; in fhort, there 
were a variety of motives which could be 
urged for his exclufion^ as well in point 
of law^ as in refpefl: to circumftances* 

As to the commiflionersj they confifted 
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of the moil: furious Jacobins, and thejr had 
alfo rendered themfelves notorious for their 
writings againft the king ; they have fince 
been fent on that very miflion; Lacofte 
would not confent to this nomination, more 
efpecially as it was at the fame time pro- 
pofed, that their inftruflions fhould include 
certain incendiary projefts. In order to ac- 
commodate matters, .the old general D^Ef- 
parbes was propofed by the Girondifts, and 
confented to by Lacofte ; but the commif- 
fioners were abfolutely rejefted. Dumou- 
riez took part with his colleague, who being 
a man of great firmnefs, difplayed much 
courage in his difputes with Clavieres and 
Servan. From that moment the quarrel 
became public; the minifters no longer 
dined together, and never met except at 
the council board, or when a conference 
rendered this circumftance abfolutely ne- 
ceiTary. 

The Gironde faftion was irritated more 
pairticularly againft Dumouiiez, and had re- 
ferved to itfelf a mode of revenge, of which 
he had no fufpicion. It has been formerly 
mmtioned^ that it was this very party which 

had 
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had principally, fupported the demand nlade 
by him on his entrance into adminiftrations 
of the fum of fix millions for -i^e fkr^fer^ 
yUe mca^ of his dcpajiment, ..under the ex- 
' prefaxwidition of not being obliged td give 
jiny account of the expenditure but to 
the/Jcing alone. It was the rage of the 
Feuillans at this propofition on the. part 
of ^ the hew minifter, that; had induct 
the Girondifts to fupport^ l>i5 fequeft, ia 
hopes of being afterwards. aWe tp; govern 

. This affair had been regularly ,^nd v^ 
nutely debated, more efpecia,|ly the expreft 
condition of not being fubje6led to ;aj[iy 
public account rela^ve tp the-ei^ployment 
of the fum in qucftion^ a, ftipujation. with* 
cut which, the minifter affirmed, that he 
would neither accept of the money, nor the 
place. The confent of the ..affcml?ly had 
been very decifive as to this article; and in 
confequencc of this, a decree, had been 
iflued which had received. th(^, king^s fane* 
tion ; a copy of it had been %at to the toi- 
nifter, who- not iii^eCling ;th;jtranyy^^% 
Vol. IL Z * could 
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could take place in a caf^ of t&ls nature^ liad 
not even read it. 

He now ibund that this decree did not 
include the tlaufe by which it was provided 
that the accounts {houM not be rendered 
public. He had never been able to dit 
cover whether this omijjion proceeded from 
the Gironie^ with a view to keep hint in 
liieir own power, out of fear of the 
publication of the accounts, in refpe^tto 
which he had difplayed fuch an invindble 
lepugnance, or whether it was merely an 
eirrour on the part of thofe who had ihrawn 
it up9 as was often the cafe» Guadet, the 
moft wicked and infolent of all that faftion, 
was alfb the moft violent againft thend* 
Xiifter J he boafted that he would m^e the 
rebel tremble, by making ufc of this^^^ 
decree in order to carry a motion obliging 
him to render an account of the employ* 
ment of the HTx millions. 

A circuniftance relative to this fame fix 
millions of Hvres had augmented the wrath 
of the Gironde. The minifter having been 
obliged to change the treafurer of the fo- 

roiga 
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reign department> and not knowing any 
perfon in Paris whom he could entruft with 
that place^ had alked Pethion and Clavieres to 
point out to him a banker that was at once 
refpe^table, faithful, and difcreet i they had 
accordingly mentioned Biderman, a Swift 
by nation, and a zealous revolutionift, who 
was employed by the municipality of Paris 
to purchafe com for it. He had accord* 
ingly conferred that place ypon him. 

He learned (bon after, that he Was in 
partnerihip with the minifler Clavieres, and 
without the lead diftruft in refpe^ to his 
probity, he had deemed it improper, even in 
point of delicacy, in addition to the fum of 
five hundred thouiand livres a month, of 
which there was one half intended for fecret 
Jervicesy to place the fix millions alfo in his 
hands: he accordingly imagined it more 
prudent to leave this fum with Mr. Ame« 
lot, the keeper of the national treafury, re« 
folving on his part not to draw out more 
than fifty thoufand crowns at a time, which 
he caufed to be brought to him, on pur- 
pofe to pay the fecret expenfes, as occafion 
might require, without expofing the myftery 
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to the curiority of a third pcrfon. He had 
never mentioned this arrangement to any- 
one, and Biderman himfelf had not com- 
plained of it i hat the Girondc, and efpecially 
Briflbt, found themfclves, in confequence oi 
this precaution, excluded from the know* 
ledge of his fecret tranfadtions^ which vexed 
them exceedingly. 

• There was a great number of Impartialifis^ 
or of moderate and honeft Girondifts, Ja«- 
cobins, and F^uillans, in the affembly, who 
had conceived a frieddfhip for the minilters 
the indifcreet menaces on the part of Guadrt 
had difcovered the black injuflice, which 
he had determined to exercife againft him; 
they were fufficiently acquainted with his 
character to know that he would not yield i 
they confidered Guadet's motion as diihp* 
Dourable to the reprefentative body; they 
perceived that it would attach much odium 
to it, and accordingly two or three of them 
came and informed him of the circum- 
Hance. 

On this, having taken the decree out of 
his deik, he perceived, that, as it did not 
contain the claufe precluding the publicity 

of 
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of the accounts^ it of courie fubjef^edhim to 
the expofure of them. He then caufed it 
to Ix intimated ., to Genfonne and.Verg- 
niaud, that he wouU have nothing more tQ 
do vrith /a//jfiers^ and he announced publicly 
that he was about tot refign. 

He had been more than feven weeks in 
place, and yet the fum taken from the fix 
miUiotis did not amount to more than two 
hundred thoufand livres ; but were he to 
have. loft his head.iipon afcafFold, he was 
determined not have produced a detailed ac-* 
count of the expenditure* 

He accordingly waited upon the king, 
laid before him the difcuffion in the aflem^ 
bly, and its decree, exhibited the decree in 
exprefs contradiction to the former, begged 
him to accept of his fefignation, and (hewed 
him the (ketch of a letter to the prefident of 
the aflfembly announcing his retreats The 
king, who evinced the grcateft fenfibility, 
entreated him not to abandon him. The 
minifter however reprefented to him, that, 
were he to fuffer fuch an atrocity, he not 
only would be no longer of any fcrvicc to 
Z 3 him. 
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hitn, 1>ut would even involve him in lus own 
perfonal dangers. 

Thb prince had the fiiore octagon for 
regret, as La<iofte, participating in the indig- 
nation of his colleague, and being un- 
willing to remain expofed alone to dw 
violence of fo dangeroin a fiaftion, had juft 
informed him that he wiflied his pemuifik>n 
to retire along widi his fiiend» latdii^ 
gence of this ftep, and of the motives wliich 
had induced him to it, being foon made 
known m the aflembly, Dnmouriez on las 
return home found more than a hundred 
members^ many of whom were unknown to 
him, and alfo Pethion, the mayor of Park^ 
and the three minifters, who dreaded kft 
the king Aioukl take advantage of his rt^ 
fignatiori and that of Lacofle, to dKmifs ami 
renew the whole council. They accordingly 
preffed him to remain, tokl him that the 
accounts (hould not be demanded of ^im» 
and that Guadet fhould not proceed any 
further in this afiain He obferved to them 
that his rclbluticm was fixed. They ccn^* 
jured him in the nam^ of his countiy fed 
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rjBUdn his ^te,. apd they bfib^jght him to 
Wiitc a letter to the prefident p^ df^aad 
^e eiror might he re£tifie<l. His anfwer, 

*f It is |i^th«r fuit^hle tp my delicacy 
xm the djgojyty of the ^flcqa^tly, that I 
ihould take Aichaftep. Y^u all recoiled 
that, after a long dir(»flioo» you cam^ to a 
i3|iol9ti<»i relative to the cl^ufe whfch I 
^nvmded. The decree in which it is 
pmitted is a £alfity. If you fupport the de* 
cree, you dechire yourfelf fallifiers in th^ 
eyes of France and. of all Europe ; and you 
waxf eafily imagine, that in fuch a cafe I will 
have no manner of connexion with you. 
If you* on the other hand, deem the decree 
erroneous, and the motion of Guadet dif- 
honeft, it belongs to you to Compare your 
seiblution with your decree, to repeal it, 
and to pafs a true one, which will henc&i> 
forth fhelter me from fuch a fpecies of 
aflailkiation. 

** I dread outraging the honour of the af> 

iiemjbly, if I prpvoke your juftice by means 

of a written demand. I love my country 

as much as you do, and I have devoted my- 

Z 4 felf 
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ftlf to thc-dmics of a v6ry- difagrecablc fta- 
tioh on laccbuntofT the^aiffbi'ent fa6lioris bf 
which I am perpetually- affailed. • Iv^ 
however wait during two days for you to 
come tofome rcTolutiohV and -If you db iiot 
refdlve^ upon Ibtticthing of ytAlr d^ivadccft^' 
ihypart fhall'beTthdh'^determined/^ ^' - •' 
' No fatisfaaoty^Veply-^cetflrf be- toade to 
fucTi clofe aifguihents as theft • they accord- 
ihglj left^liirir/ ahd \<rere Very angry at 
Guadet,^«^1h[c«n thdminiftei^i and ^vea the 
faflion itfelf, found great difficuky in re^ 
ilraining.* » ' - . - , 
* On the next day a Jacobin, and an honeft 
man, of the name of Couturier, as Ibdtt as 
there was a full aflembiy, pointed out the 
error in the decree. The Oironde was filent ; 
the Feuillans^ who fuppofed the minifter would 
join them on purpofe to revenge himfHf on 
account of this adventure, exclaimed againft 
the difhonefty of the tranfaftion; the fe- 
cretaries excufed themfelves in the beft 
manner they were able ; the decree was re- 
pealed and cancelled ; a new one, with the 
claufe that had been omitted, was enabled ; 
It was then carried to the king for his fane- 

tion. 
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tion, and the greater part of theaflembly 
waited upon and felicitated the oiinifter, 
who a few days afterwards was greatly ap- 
plauded on his going to the aflembly about 
Ibme of the affairs of his department, for 
he thought that it wotild be highly im- 
proper in him to thank them for rectifying 
a falfity. 

The next day was a feftival in honour of 
Simoneau, mayor of Etampcs. The newf- 
papers had reprefented the affair of Dumou- 
riez very differently, according to the views 
of the feveral fadions -, the Parifians were ac- 
quainted with this circumftance, and, in 
pafling through thefquare of Louis XV, an 
immenfe multitude teilified by their plaudits 
the joy they experienced at feeing him aflift at 
the ceremony in his capacity of miniiler. . But 
the Girondifls did not forget this adventure 

As to himfelf, notwithflanding the ten* 
der intereft with which the fituation of 
the unhappy king infpired him, he was mi« 
ferable at perceiving that the public attach**- 
ment had given a certain turn to this affair, 
which laid him under the indifpenfable ne- 
ceflity of retaining a place that, on account 

of 
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of the difagreement among the mimften,^ 
only filled him with difguft. Lacofte thought 
the fame as he did, and both of them re* 
folved not to remain long with three infup* 
portable and factious men, who were, the 
ilaves of the Gironde^ but. to take a deeide4 
part on the very firft opportunity that fhould 
occur. 

. It is doubtful wheth^* there were ever 
two men more unfortunate^ and leia ^i« 
ampured, th^i theie two miniilers, of two 
places equally important* Lacofte is a^moft 
virtuous man» greatly attached to his coun- 
try, to the conftitution, and to his ]dng» 
who always did juftice to his cbara^n 
What has become of hiin ? Hj^ unfliakea 
virtue occafioned his illegal arreft. Perh^^ 
at the very moment when Dumouriez is 
writing thefe memoirs, at two faundml 
leagues diflance from his native country, the 
honeft Lacofte, his intimate friend^ is no 
longer in exiftence! Perhaps the monftsrt 
have cut off, by means of their unjuft giullo* 
tine, that head which was replete with the 
moft profound knowledge relative to the 
department with which he was entrufted^ 

and 
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and alfo with ufeful, honeft, grand, and (age 
principles, which w€reconftantlyfoun4ed on 
probity! He entered into the adminiftra- 
tion poor, and he left it deditute even of 
Bread. May he read thefe memoirs in fome 
retreat, where he is fheltered from tho(e 
crimes at which he has fo often fighed ! 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. VII. 
Dijmijjion of Roland^ Servan^ aitd Claviires. 



The three minifters no longer kept any 
terms, not only with their colleagues, but 
even with the king himfelf. At every meet- 
ing of the council they abufed the good na- 
ture of that prince on purpofe to mortify 
and torture his feelings; this conftantly 
produced difputes, becaufe the two others, 
and even Duranton, notwithftanding his 
neutrality, always took the part of the un- 
fortunate Louis, and treated their three fac- 
tious and imprudent colleagues with great 
feverity. But what was ftill more vexa- 
tious, Roland paid the expenfes of feveral 
newfpapers, and among others. The Thermo^ 
meter^ which were compofcd in his own 
houfe, and retailed an account of all the 
bufmefs brought before the council in fuch 

a manner 
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a manner as to render his two colleagues^ 
and efpecially the king, unpopular. 

At the commencement of the adminif* 
tration> and when they were united toge- 
ther, all the fix minifters had agreed^ that 
to introduce order into their proceedings, 
and (helter them from refponfibility, it was 
necellary to defire the king to appoint a 
fccretary to the council, as was required by 
a conftitutional decree, who was to keep an 
exa£t regifler of all the bufinefs that came 
before it. Louis had always obftinately re- 
fufed to acquiefce, and the miniftry, then 
united among themfelves, and penetrated 
with regard for that prince, had infifted no 
further, but contented themfelves with taking 
notes relative to the affairs difcuffed, and 
•their decifion upon them. 

The moment the. fchifm took place, the 
three minifters demanded, in an abfolute and 
arrogant tone, that the king ftiould nomi- 
nate a fecretary to the council. Louis XVI 
begged Lacofte and Dumouriez to oppofe 
jthis propofition, bccaufe it was affuredly 
made by their colleagues, on purpofe to lay 
open all the deliberations of the council to 

the 
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the infpe^lion of their fa^iioii) a dream* 
fiance which would place them in the moft 
humiliating dependence upon them. The 
two miniilers, feeling the juftice of this ob- 
fervation, promifed to remain firm, and ful- 
filled this engagement^ notwithftanding the 
accufations of ariftocracy lavifiied upon them 
by the Girondifts, the Jacobins^ and the 
jouraalifls. The king told them^ if the 
day fhould arrive, when he had no longer 
three fuch indifcreet, dangerous, and fac«* 
tious men in his council, that he would in- 
ftantly nominate any perfon whom they 
might point out as fecretary, and that a re* 
gifter fhould be kept, becaufe he himfelf per- 
ceived the neceiHty of it. 

An affair flill more important than this 
divided the council, and brought on th^ 
cataflrophe. Servan, a man of a bad difpo- 
fition, and a great enemy to the king, took 
upon himfelf, without either coniixldsig his 
colleagues, or mentioning the circumflaiice 
either to his majefly or the council, to. write 
to the prefident of the national aflembly^ 
and propofe a decree for aflcmbling and en- 
camping twenty thoufand men in the neigh- 
bourhood 
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boiirhood of Paris ; to fix the epochr of the 
fedcraticm of the fourteenth of July for that 
purpqfe, and: to eftablifh a central and per- 
manent acmyt under the fpecious pretext of 
maintaining the tranquillity of Paris, and 
prote6iing the labours of the national af- 
iembly. It was at this epoch that the fac-- 
tion of the Gironde was in the plenitude of 
Its power, having the Jacobins under its 
command, being maflers of Paris by means 
of Pethion, influencing the afTembly, and 
having a majority in the council. 

This faftion wiGied to deftroy, perhaps 
by the fword, its enemies the Feuillans, to 
humble the court, and peradvcnture to com-^ 
mence the execution of its republican pro- 
jeft* It was accordingly this party that 
firft brought to Paris thofe v try federates^ 
who at length made them perilh on that 
fcaffold, where the unfortunate Louis fuf- 
fered before them. 

The Feuillans wtrmly oppofed this de- 
cree; the Girondifts and the Jacobins unit- 
ing together carried along with them the 
Impartialifts^ who,, timid, fu^icious, per- 
ceiving arijlocrau every whei^e, and not re- 
7 fle6ling> 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



( 352 ) 
fief^ing on the danger of fuch an ailem-' 
Uage, hoped to find their fafety in an armed 
force, which, by whatever hand it was di- 
re£led, would not fail to bereavf them of 
their liberty. 

Dumouriez oppofed this motion with all- 
his might, as well in council as in the 
committees, but in vain* Servan would 
never have propofed it to the council, if 
Dumouriez, the moment he was informed 
of it, had not demanded of him whether 
he had received the king's orders on this 
fubjef):. This he confefTed he had not. 

" Have you confulted your colleagues," 
added he, '^ relative to an affair that may 
be produftivc of fuch feiious confequences ?" 
Servan flill acknowledged that he had not, 
and obferved that it was in his quality of a 
private individual, and a citizen, that he 
deemed it proper to propofe a motion which 
appeared ufeful to him. '* If it were as a 
private citizen, why did yeu annex to your, 
fignature the title of minifter at war?" 
The difpute on this became fo warai, that, 
had it not been for the prefence of the king, 
blood would have been fpilt. 

Clavieres 
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Clavicrcs propofjbd a perfidious accommo- 
datlon> which was, that Servan fliould with- 
draw.his motion. Dumouriez and Lacofle 
percdved the atrocity of this fnare, which 
^w^ould have thrown all the blame upon the 
iLing, and rendered the affembly ftill niore 
eager to accede to the propofition. They 
did not conceal their indignation. The 
motion remained as before, the quarrel in 
the council, which was difcovered, occafioned 
£H11 more bittemefs than ever, and the na- 
tional affembly paffed the decree for eftablifh- 
ing a camp of twenty thoufand federates 
in the neighbourhood of Paris, on the 14th 
of July. 

The king was reduced to a ftate of con- 
ftemation ^ he avowed his fears to Dumou- 
riez, and told him that he was refolved to 
cxercife his veto againft this law. His mi- 
nifter however made him perceive, that, being 
deilitute of any force, fubje6led to the fuf- 
picions of the greater part of the nation, 
the rage of the Jacobins, and the profound 
policy of the republican party, he wouy be 
left without any poffible refource ; and that 
they waited only for. fuch a ftep on his fide. 
Vol. II. A a to 
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to declare an open war againft him, in which 
he would afluredly be overcome. 

Louis kept the decree in his clofet, and 
four councils were held without its being 
produced for delibcratioli. The aflembly 
became impatient, the Jacobins were cla- 
morous, the Girondifts triumphed. At 
length Louis prefented the decree* Du* 
mouriez, who was the oldeft member of the 
council, then fpoke as follows. 

" Sire, thofe who have folicited this de- 
cree are equally the enemies of their coun- 
try and their king. It can produce nothing 
fhort of the greateft evils. If we but re- 
fer to circumftances, the minifter at war is 
very culpable in having folicited an aflem- 
blage of twenty thoufand men in the neigh- 
bourhood of Paris, at the time when our 
armies are feeble, our frontiers unfurnifhed 
with troops, and that there is not even a 
fufficient fund for the maintenance of thofe 
already in arms. 

" If we again confider the prefent fpirit of 
the nation, this minifter has alfo been exceed- 
ingly imprudent in propofing in the imme- 
diate neighbourhood of the national aflembly 

and 
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and the king, the reunion of an undif' 
ciplined multitude^ convoked under a name 
thatexaggerates its patriotifnii and of which 
the firft ambitious man may take ad*- 
vantage. 

" Two great faftions divide both the 
aflcmbly and Paris, thofe of the Girondifts 
and Feuillans : a third, that of the Jaco** 
bins, which at prefent a6ls but a fubordinate 
partj will foon annihilate theipboths becaufe 
it is far more numerous and more turbulent 
than the other two, becaufe its branches ex- 
tend throughout the whole kingdom, and 
becaufe, in (hort, out of thefe twenty thou- 
fand federates, which the miniller is about 
to affemble in virtue of this decree, nineteen 
thoufand at leaft will be Jacobins. Thus 
the promoters of the decree will be ruined 
by it. 

^ ^ I think then that this decree is dangerous 
for the nation, for the king, for the national 
aflembly, and more than all for the authors 
of it, to whom it will prove a chaftifement; 
and yet, notwithftanding all this, it is ftill 
my opinion, fire, that you cannot refufe to 
fanftion it. It has been provoked by pro- 
A a 2 found 
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found malice, it has been debated with great 
bitternefs, it has been carried with enthu- 
fiafm, and all the world is blinded by it.* If 
you oppofe it with your veto^ it will nevcr- 
thelefs be carried into cfFeft. In the place 
of twenty thoufand men aflfembled by 
virtue of a law, and who may be confe- 
quently fubje£ted to regulations, at the 
epoch of the federation which is now faft 
approaching, forty thoufand men will ar* 
rive from the provinces, without any decree j 
and thefe may overturn the conftitution^ the 
aflembly, and the throne. 
' " The minifter ought to difcover in this 
piflure the enormity of his own impru- 
dence, it belongs to your council to propofc 
an expedient to render this affemblage lefs 
dangerous. I have conceived certain ideas 
on this fubjedl, which I fhall detail in 
writing, and communicate to your majefty at 
a proper time." 

The three minifters, and more efpecially 
Servan, were frightened at this prediftion ; 
and certain it is, had it not been too 
late, the decree would never have pafled. 
The Gironde, to whom they communicated 

what 
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what had been faid at the council board, 
were alfo alarmed, and they entreated Du- 
mouriez to communicate the expedient fug- 
gefted by him for rendering it lefs danger- 
ous. In the mean time the ^ix minifters 
conjured the king to fanflion the decree. 
To this he replied, that he would take a 
few days to confider on the fubjedt, and 
then inform them of his ultimate refo* 
lutions. 

The fafety of the throne of this unfortu* 
Date monarch was deeply interefted in this 
decree, which occafioned fo much evil. It 
feemed to be preordained, that a variety of 
vexatious circumftances fhould occur to him* 
at the fame time. In the courfe of that very 
week another decree was prefented to him, 
which was in dire6l oppofition to his religi^ 
ous principles: that of the tranfportation 
or imprifonment of the priefts who had 
refufed to fubfcribe the civic oath. This 
prince poffcffed a very fcrupulous con- 
fcience, and this infpired him with great 
courage relative to fuch matters a^ con-* 
cerned religion. Dumouaez has never been 
able to conceive how he was induced in 
A a 3 1790 
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1790 to aifent to the decree prefcribing an 
oath to the priefts^ which has occafioned all 
the religious troubles, a civil war, and, in 
fliort, the deftruflion of public worftiip. 
This prince produced the fecond decree at 
the council board, and at the fame time 6b* 
ferved, that nobody ibould ever prev^ upon 
him to fanflion it« 

Dumouriez addrefTed him as follows : 
" Sire, you have fanftioned the decree 
relative to the oath impofed upon the clergy, 
it was that to which you ought to have op- 
pofed your wtoy had I been then a mem- 
ber of your council, I would have entreated 
you, at the rilk of my life, to have refufed 
your fanftion to it. That firft decree has 
engendered all the dangers and all the evils 
of France, The prcfent is the only po- 
litical remedy that can be applied to it; it 
is harfh^ but it is not cruel ; if you chooie 
maturely to weigh all the articles, you will 
perceive that it contains modifications, which 
render it fupportable. 

" The firft was a religious law, and it 
attacked the liberty of the king in religi- 
PUS (natter; \ the prefent is a pohtical law, 

which 
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which only concerns the fafcty and the 
tranquillity of the kingdom. It forms in- 
deed the fole furety of the nonjuring priefts, 
againft the fury of perfecution. Far from 
faving them by your veto^ you will deprive 
them of the ailiilance of a law ; you will 
expofe them to the danger of being mafia- 
cred, and the French to the difgrace of 
being their executioners : it is therefore my 
opinion, that, having committed what I dare 
to term the fault of fan6lioning the decree 
relative to the oath prefcribed to the priefts, 
which has produced enormous evils, if you 
apply your veto to this fecond decree, which 
may ftop the deluge of blood now about 
to flow, your confcience will be burdened 
with all the crimes, which the people may 
commit in confequence of your prefent 
refufal." 

The king once more told them, that he 
would refleft on this fubjei^, and then 
communicate his intentions. This was the 
only day on which Dumouriez perceived the 
temper of this pure and mild monarch to be 
a little foured. To complete his chagrin, 
Roland, who wifhed to provoke him, oh* 
A a 4 ftiwtely 
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ftinately perfifted in r^ing a long letter at 
the next council, which he had addreffed to 
his majefty. It began with nearly thcfe 
words. ** Sire, this letter (hall remain an 
eternal fecret between you and me.** 

He entered into the mod injurious and 
bitter details, fbme of them true, and others 
exaggerated, relative to the conduct obferved 
by Louis fubfequently to the flight to Va- 
rennes ; he treated him as a perjured prince, 
*ipoke about his confefTor, his body guards, 
the imprudent conduct of the queen, the 
intrigues of the court, and the frequent 
couriers that were difpatched to Vienna and 
Coblentz. 

He then came to the two 'decrees fo re^ 
cently under confideration, preflfed him with*^ 
out any ceremony to fanftion them, and 
threatened, in cafe of refufal, to give in his 
refignation, and to awaken the nation re- 
lative to its dangers, by declaring his 
motives. 

The king liftened with an admirable pa- 
tience to this impudent libel, and replied 
with the greatefl: coolnefs : " Mr, Roland, it 
is now three days fince you tranfmitted 

your 
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your letter to me } it was therefore ufelefs 
to read it before the council, as it was to 
have remained known only to ourfelves." 

On the mMTiing of the fucceeding day 
Dumouriez was fummoned to the caftle. 
He found the king in his apartment, and 
the queen along with him, who inftantly 
faid: 

*^ Do you think, fir, that the king ought 
any longer to endure the menaces and the 
infolence of Roland, and the impoflures oJF 
Servan and Clavieres ?" 

V No, madam; I myfelf am filled with in«^ 
dignation; I admire the king's patience, 
and I dare to fupplicate him to change the 
whole of the adminiflration : let him dif« 
mifs all the fix minifters, and choofe mea 
who ihall not be confidered as belonging 
to any party .'^ 

** Such is not my intention,'' replied 
. Louis J •* I wifh that you, Lacoftc, and that 
hpnefl man Duranton^ ihould remain. Do 
me the favour however to eafe me of thefe 
three faAious and infolent men, for my 
patience is entirely exhaufted." 

The thing is dangerous, fire; but I am 

ready 
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ready to carry it into execution. I fhall 
propofe to you certain conditions; but in 
the mean time you mufl permit me to in- 
.lift on my firft propofition. I am hated by 
the three faclions that divide the alTembly 
and the capital. All the newfpapers abuie 
me; I am rendered entirely unpopular i it 
is only by means of the public opinion 
that a man can govern to advantage, and this 
is no longer on my fide ; I cannot in reality 
be hereafter ufeful to you i perhaps indeed 
the hatred, that is now teftified againft me, 
may prove hurtful to your majefty. Re* 
fle£t on this, fire; it will be faid of the 
three minifters who remain in place, that 
they are become ariftocrats and confpirators. 
I am of opinion, that is it better for us 
to retire with the others. I will alfb add, 
with that franknefs which becomes a duty 
more efpecially in fuch dangerous times, 
that Lacofte and myfelf are immoveably 
fixed in favour of the conftitution.'' 

The queen on this appeared to be chagrined: 
the minifter's eyes were fixed on her: when 
the king iaid : 

I am well acquainted with your prin- 
ciples. 
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ciples, and I know that the conftitution 
ought to be obeyed. For this'purpcfe it 
is neceflary, that you ftiould remain in the 
council. Make hafte and nominate three 
new minifterg to me.'* 

" I had the honour to tell you, fire, that 
I was about to propofe certain conditions 
to you. They are as follows : fanftion the 
two decrees, and appoint a fecretary to the 
council on the fame day you nominate your 
three minifters." — " That cannot be/' re- 
plied the tdng. 

The queen alfo exclaimed againft the 
hardnefs of the conditions. " They arc 
neceflary for your fafety," faid the minifter j 
and the» turning towards her majefty, he 
conjured her in the tendereft manner to be- 
think herfelf of the fate of the king and of 
her children, and to join her influence to 
his. After this he repeated all the argu- 
ments which he had ufed with his majefty 
in the prefence of the council, and he added : 
** If I deemed the fan£tion proper before 
the king exprefTed to me his juft defire of 
getting rid of the three fadlious men who 

torment 
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torment him, think how indifpcnfably nc^ 
ceflary I muft fuppofe it at prefent. If the 
king apply his veto under the prefent cir- 
cumftances, the three minifters will appear 
to be the vi6lims of their patriotifm, and I 
will not anfwcr, but that the moft vio- 
lent extremities may be recurred to, which 
in a few days may perhaps bereave you of 
your crown. As to rhyfelf, I forewarn your 
majefly, that I cannot aft contrary to my 
principles. I really think in the fame man- 
ner as thefe three men relative to the pro- 
pofitions in queftion. I can alfo af^ire you, 
that Lacofle and Duranton do the fame; 
1 know not what they may reiblve upon 
on the prefent occafion, but as to myfelf, 
even Ihould I be unfortunate enough to 
difpleafe you, I feel myfelf obliged to de- 
clare, that I will not remain in the coun- 
cil if your majefty do not fanftion the twx) 
decrees." 

The king was at firft vexed, and Du- 
mouriez was about to leave the apartment, 
when the queen called him back and faid: 
•* Think, fir, how hard it is for the Idng to 

fandioir 
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fan6Kon a decree, which will bring twenty 
thoufahd rogues to Paris, perhaps to mafla- 
cre him." ^ 

" Madam, there is no manner of occa- 
iion to exaggerate the danger. The decree 
fays, that the executive power fhall point 
out the place where thefe twenty thoufand 
men, who are not rogues, are to be coli- 
lefted* It alfo fays, that the minifter at 
war Ihall be charged with the appointment 
of their officers, and Ihall fix the mode of 
their organifation. It will be neccffary that 
the minifter about to be chofen by the king 
fliould pitch upon Soiffons, as the place 
where they are to be affembled, and that 
he fhould nominate a lieutenant general 
who is a man of refolution, and two good 
major generals, to command them. Thefe 
men muft be formed into battalions; the 
moment that five or fix have been affembled 
and armed, the minifter will comply with 
the requifitions of the generals, and fend 
them to one of the three armies, and thus 
a decree conceived with bad intentions, far 
from* being hurtful, will prove highly falu- 
tary." — " But are you fure of being able to 
7 obtain 
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obtain permiffion for alTembling them at 
Soiflbns?" 

«• I will anfwcr for it." 

" In that cafe,'' faid the king, at the fame 
time becoming more cheerful, *^ it will be 
neceifary, that you yourfetf fhould take upon 
you the war department." 
. *^ Sire, I have at prefent only a flight 
and indirect refponfibility in the de- 
partment of foreign affairs; that of the 
war department is direct, and the fums to 
be accounted for amount to more than 
four or five hundred millions ; your gene* 
rals too are my enemies, and I fliall be 
charged with their errours. But as this mea- 
fure is conhe6led with the fafety of your 
majefty, your auguft family, and the confti* 
tution, I will not hefitate. You will then 
agree to (anftion the decree for the twenty 
thoufand men ?" 

" Yes, moft willingly, if you be minifter 
at war, as in that cafe I fliall intirely confide 
in you." 

" There is no longer any difficulty, then, 
fire about the fecretary to the council ? either 
choofe yourfelf a perfon who poflTeflcs your 

confidence. 
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cdftfidence, or confult with Mr. de La 
Porte/'—" Very well. I will fpeak to him 
on this fubjeft, and you can fettle the matter 
together/' 

" Let us now come to the decree relative 
to the priefts/' 

"Oh! I cannot yet determine on that 
point/' 

" Ydu have laid yourfelf under the ne- 
ceffity, fire, of fanftioning this, by having 
fanflioned the former/' 

" I committed a great fault on that oc- 
cafion, for which I reproach myfelf/' 

" Sire, if you do not fanftion this decree, 
the. fecond fault will be ftiU greater than 
the firft, for you will then apply the poniard 
to the throat of thefe unhappy priefts/* 

The queen acknowledged that the minif- 
tcr was in the right, and fupported his opi- 
nion. The king was violently agitated. 
Dumouriez preiTed him in the mofl earnefl: 
manner, obferving at the fame time, that 
this fecond fan6tion was abfolutely ne- 
ceflary for obtaining what he defired. At 
length this prince^ after having difjplayed 
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the utmoft repugnance, promifed to give hi» 
affent. 

There, was a council that very night. 
The three minifters were more infolent and 
more violent than ever; they prelled the 
king in a very rough manner, either to give 
or to refufe his fanftion, threatening in the 
latter cafe to refign inftantly. 

There was fo little fecrecy obferved in the 
palace, that at the expiration of iix hours it 
was whifpered all over Paris, that Dumdu-> 
riez had changed parties^ and that more 
than twenty Feuillans had prefented them« 
felves at his door, on purpofe to pay their 
refpefts to him. The council was very 
(hort; the king diffolved it with temper 
and dignity, and wrote a note to Dumou- 
riez in the courfe of the fame evening, in 
which he entreated him to propofe thi-ee new 
minifters. 

Dumouriez went to the caftlc next 
morning, and propofed to the king to 
replace Roland, minifter of the home de- 
partment, by Morgues de Montpellicr, a 
proteftant, and a good citizen, replete with 
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knowledge knd genius^ who had beeft em-^ 
ployed in forming a land-regifter of France, 
who was a member of feveral academies, 
and who had drawn up fome very excellent 
and conftitutional memoirs relative to the 
revolution. He had belonged to the club 
of 1789, and afterwards to that of the 
Feuillans, whence he had withdrawn. He 
pofleiled great honefly, much firmnefs of 
charafler^ and uncommon facility in bufi* 
nefs : he was accepted. 

He fuggefted for the office of foreign af- 
fairs, either Emanuel de Maulde^ who had 
been a moderate Jacobin, or Semonville, or 
Naillac, minifter at the court of Deux-Ponts, 
who was abfolutely neutral, having been 
but a very fhort time at Paris. The king 
preferred Naillac. . 

For the finance department, he propofed 
Vergennes, nephew of the former minifter 
of the fame name, who had always been an 
impartial and conftitutional man; but he 
at the fame time informed the king, that he 
had rejected the ofier, as well as Amelot, 
Lafontaine, and feveral others. The king 
inftantly fent for Vergennes, who, with 
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tears in hie eyes, abfoiutely refu&d to on« 
dertake the office, although he at the fame 
time difplayed the greateft attachment to his 
majefty. 

It was at length agreed, that this deput* 
ment, which was the leaft important^ fliould 
remain vacant, fo that time might be given 
to make jproper choice, and that Morgues, 
minifter of the home department, ihould be 
entrufted with it; in the fame manner as 
Dumouriez was with that of foreign affidrs, 
until the arrival of Naillac, to whom he had 
difpatched a courier. 

On the morning of the 13th of June, 
the three fia6lious minifters received a letter 
announcing their difmiffion, and in the 
evening the council aflembled. The four 
miniflers, to whom he had rendered an ac- 
count of the conditions on which this change 
had taken place, agreed among themielves, 
that if the king, after obtaining what he 
had fo ardently defired, fhould change his 
mind relative to the fanftion, and refofe to 
grant it, they would deliver in their refigna- 
tions in a body, that they might not be ac* 
cufed of this errour, which would ruin the 
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toyal family, and pafs for intriguing and am- 
bitious men, who had facrificed their prin- 
ciples to their advancement. This reproach 
would have particularly attached to Du- 
mouriez, who at this time was confidered 
as prime minifter ; therefore, whatever part 
his colleagues might choofe to a£l, he him- 
felf was determined not to remain in place, 
if the king fhould employ his veto. Alas ! 
diis unfortunate prince was but too much 
mifled by his falfe friends; he broke his 
wonl^ axid he was undonel 
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CHAP. VIII. 
Dumouriez Minifier at War. 



To avoid confufion in this narrative^ Dh- 
mouriez will here enumerate his labours in 
the pew department he had juft taken, during 
the four days that he fulfilled its fundions. 
Never did any man enter into office under 
more difadvantages» or with a greater pro- 
bability of remaining but a fhort time in 
adminiftration ^ for at the end of the very 
firil day he was almoft fure of being forced 
to refigUj and on the fecond he a6tually 
gave in his refignation. Any other perfbn 
in his fituation would have remained in- 
active : but he at leafl wiftied to render the 
fervice to his fuccefTor, whoever he might be, 
of reftoring order and confidence to his 
office, on purpofe to foften the rigours of 
fo painful an employment. He was de- 
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firous alfo^ before \ie quitted the adtni* 
niJftratibn, to infufe fome dignity into an 
employmc^it, which| although fubjefted to 
great rcfponfibility, was yet liable to be mor- 
tified by the rud^pefs and petulance of tHe 
committees, which carried on a correfpond- 
ence with each minifter, or the national 
aflembly itfelE. 

During the jiight of the 13 th he com- 
pofed a memorial on the war department, 
which he read to the affemblyi he will 
render an account in the next chapter of 
the turbulent fcene produced by it. This 
memorial has been fince frequently printed 
and confulted, and the impreflion of it^ 
for which the Jacobins and Oirondifts 
firft moved, on purpofe to convert it into an 
article of accufation againft him, has proved 
his beft juftification, fince men's minds have 
become calm, and have weighed the ftrik- 
ing fa6ts it contains, in a difpafiionate 
manner. 

In this memorial he reproached the legif- 
lators with having in the courfe of a fort- 
night voted the levy of two hundred and 
forty thoufand men, and that too in fuch a 
B b 3 manner, 
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manner, that it was impoffible to execute 
the decree pafled for that purpofe. He 
faid, that whenever the minifter at war» or 
of the marine, propofcd raifing a body of 
troopy, or fitting out an armament^ he 
ought at the fame time to give in an cfti- 
mate of the expenfes; and added^ that the 
national affembly fhould never enaft a law 
for this purpofe, until it had examined the 
eftimate, and provided by a fccond decree 
the neceffary funds, which were to be at 
the difpofal of the minifter, and fubjcdcd 
to his refponfibility : that by this mode of 
proceeding they would be fure of having 
troops, whereas at prcfent they had only a 
vague decree, and no funds for its execution s 
fo that the nation, calculating the number 
of its forces according to the tenour of 
decrees never carried into efit6l, was de* 
ccived. 

He then obferved, that, in order to pro* 
ceed with prudence, a new levy ought never 
to be made before the old regiments were 
completed, and that the battalions of the 
infantry of the line ought to be increafed 
to eight hundred men each. On purpofe 

to 
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to attain that number, they had been ob« 
liged to throw the greater part of the fc* 
cond into the firft battalions, fo that the 
former confided of no more than three or 
four hundred rank and file; thus, there 
were only one hundred and five battalions 
fit for fervice, inftead of two hundred and 
ten, of which wc (hould have been poflcfled, 
had they begun by decreeing, that the 
infantry of the line fhould be completed; 
which would have produced a hundred and 
(eventy thoufand regular and well organifed 
troops, whereas now we had only a moiety 
of that number. 

Eighty-^three battalions of national vo« 
lunteers had been formed in the fame man« 
Iter, in 17919 which did not contain more 
than five hundred and fixty-four men apiece, 
including officers. As thefe fhould be 
placed on the fame footing with the infan- 
try of the line, he laid, that they ought to 
have ordered them to be augmented with 
three hundred men to each battalion, before 
they decreed the creation of one hundred 
and twenty new battalions of national vo- 
lunteers} .fo that this levy might not prove 
B b 4 detrimental 
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detrimental to the completion of the eighty- 
three battalions. In fhort, if they had com- 
pleted the two hundred and ten battalions 
of infantry, and the eighty-three battalions 
ipf national volunteers, we (hould have had 
ia body of good infantry, confiding of two 
hundred and thirty-four thoufand men, 
which would have been fufficient. 

He made ufe of the fame arguments re- 
lative to the artillery, the cavalry, and the 
garrifons. He wifhed that the artillery and 
cavalry ftiould be augmented to the fdU 
amount of the war eftablifliment, and fub- 
jefted to the old regulations^ There were 
at that period fixty-eight regiments of horfe, 
which, if completed to eight hundred each, 
would have given a total of fifty-rfour thou- 
fand, inftead of which, there did not cxift 
one half of that number; and as to the 
plan decreed by them of fending a man 
from each brigade of the ancient markbaufie^ 
then termed gendarmerie nationale^ it would 
deprive the departments of their protedion 
againft robbers and feditious perfons, and 
afford, at the utmoft, a reinforcement of 
only two or three thoufand very cxpenfive 
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cavalry» without cither unifon or utility, be- 
caufe they were unaccuftomed to fight in 
fquadrons. As to the two new bodies of 
artillery, he ftatcd, that they could not be fit 
for aftion immediately on their being levied, 
and therefore were ufelefs. He afterwards 
took a furvey of the corps of commiflaries of 
war, the public officers, the contrafts, and 
the eftablifliments, and he threw; out hints 
concerning them all. 

He began and terminated his memorial 
with animadverfions an the factions, and 
the refpedt due to the minifters. All this 
was very badly received, but he expected as 
much. The members of the military com- 
mittee accufed him of publifliing a fevere 
fatire on his predeceflbr and thcmfelves, 
merely becaufe he denounced abufes, and 
more efpecially the deplorable ftate of the 
garrifons, which they had always announced 
to the affembly as being in a formidable 
ftate of defence. 

By way of anfwer to this imputation, he 
tranfmitted to the committee the returns 
which he had received from every one of 
thefe places, and he demanded that commif- 
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fioners fhould be fent to verify thefe re- 
turns, and deliver in an account of the refult 
to the afTembly. 

They accufed him alfo of impradence, 
and almofl of treafon, becauie his me^^ 
morial, while it difcovered the weaknefs of 
the armies and of the fortifications, at the 
fame time indicated to our enemies the 
points in which they ought to attack us* 
He replied to this, that it was not his faulty 
if the public mode of treating all affairs ex- 
cluded the poflibility of fecrecy; that it 
would be ftill more dangerous to lull the 
nation into a falfe fecurity, by means of 
lying reports, and decrees that could not be 
carried into execution ; that our enemies were 
equally well acquainted with our weaknefs 
as we ourfelves; and that the proof they 
were not in a iituation to profit by it was 
demonftrated by the fa£t itfelf, that they 
had not done fo, notwithilanding the fhame« 
ful commencement of the war: they had 
therefore ftill time to repair the evil by a 
methodical application of the refources of 
France, 

The rock, on which the miniller of war 
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was mofttikdy to be (hipwrccked, was hit 
refponfibility in refpe^fc to his accounts, 
which amounted to feveral hundred mil- 
lions. The moft frightful part of this re- 
fponiibility» and that by which it was im* 
paffible that even an honeft .minifter at war 
fhould not be eafily ruinedi was the article 
of contrads. Degraves had fheltered him-* 
&lf as much as pofiihle by the eftabliihment 
of ^ central committee, which, without 
iharing his refponfibility, yet diiiiiniihed the 
weight of it, becaufe no contradt could be 
concluded without being examined and rati- 
fied by that committee. Servan, more au- 
dacious than his predecelTour, had not em« 
ployed the central committee for this pur- 
pofe, but ftrack all the bargains with the 
contraftors themfelves in his own clofet. 

In coofequence of the regulations laid 
down by Dumouriez, the infpeftion of the 
central committee was re*eflabli(hed, and 
he at the fame time adopted a meafure 
which prevented minifterial refponfibility: 
in confequence of this all future contracts 
were to be fent to the chief commifiary of 
the department of Paris, in order to be put up 

to 
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to auftion at the town houfe, in pitfence of 
the municipality, after having been deter^ 
mined upon by the minifter at war- and his 
central committee. 

This fame committee was alfo at the end 
of every week to examine the labours 
of the firft cleiks of the. different offices in 
the war department. He divided the office 
foi' the management of the .money concerns 
into two parts, to facilitate the accounts. 
In confequence of thefe regulations, the 
firft clerks refumed their confidence j they 
were all confidered as fo many ariftocrats; 
they however proved themfelves but too 
great democrats during the infurre6tioh at 
Verfailles. He wrote to all the generals, 
and difclofed his opinion to them refpeCfing 
the fpecies of warfare which they ought to 
adopt ; he at the fame time exhorted Luck- 
ner^ who had fucceeded Rochamb^u, topuih 
forward the expedition againft the Low 
Countries with the utmoft vigour. . He 
ordered all the regiments in the neighbour- 
hood of Paris to march and reinforce his 
army, and during thefe three days, in addi- 
tion to his regulations which were not 
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adopted) he figned his name upwards of 
fifteen hundred times to official papers. It 
'Will be feen in' the following chapter, that 
his aftivity was fo much the more meri- 
torious, as this fhort period was uncom- 
monly tumultuous. 
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CHAP. IX. 
Dumoursez reigns. 



It is necelTary for Dumouriez to rcfume 
the thread of his narrative from the mo- 
ment of his nomination. The ariftocrats 
and Feuillans at firft triumphed with their 
ufual imprudence. As he did not expedt 
to remain in office^ he did not choofe to 
change his place of reiidence ; they accord- 
ingly ran in fhoals to the office for foreign 
affairs, to felicitate him. They alfo affedled 
to report, that he had gone over to their 
party, v^rhile the Girondifts and the Jaco- 
bins, on the othter hand, exhibited fymptoms 
of the moft violent rage, and talked offend- 
ing him to Orleans as a traitor. As to 
himfelf, he was foon undeceived in his hopes 
of being able, at one and the fame time, 
%o achieve the prefervation of his king and 

the 
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the fafcty of his country 5 he did not regret 
having delivered this unhappy prince from 
the three fa6tious men who had tormented 
him, but he faw with forrow, that, from 
that very day, he made an ill ufe of this 
circumftance. 

During the council held that evening, the 
four minifters told the king, that it was ne* 
ccffary he fhould immediately fulfil his pro- 
mife, 'before the faflions had time to work 
on the minds of the people, elfc he would 
not have any merit in giving his fanftion, 
as it would then be confidered as proceed- 
ing folcly from fear. His majefty, without 
prccifcly avowing that he had altered his 
mind, adjourned the confideration of this 
fubje6): until next day, and announced an 
extraordinary council at one. From that 
moment the four minifters began to diftruft 
him, and renewed the promife they had 
made to refign in a body, if they were not 
gratified in rcfpeft to the fanftion, on the 
fucceeding day, which was the fourteenth. 
There was a great deal of ill humour on 
both fides, and the kirig and his miniftera 
7 feparatcd 
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feparated with an appearance of reierve, that 
augured a fmifter termination. 

On the i4th^ at eleven o'clock in the 
mornings Dumouriez waited on the Idng, 
who had jnft written to the prefident of 
the afTembly, to notify the difmtflion of 
the three minifters, and the appointment 
of their fuccefTours. The miniiler feized 
the opportunity of being alone with him, to 
conjure^ his majefty once more to be faithful 
to his promife. Louis, in oppofition to the 
charafler which he had exhibited during 
three months, difTembled, and even went fo 
far as to fay, that the ecclefiaftics, whom he 
had confulted, were of the fame opinion 
with himfelf. He left the king, in order 
to prefent himfelf to the afTembly, and read 
his memorial : he expelled a ftorm, but he 
did not forefee the incident that occurred. 

The appearance of the new * minifter 
in the affembly was expetled. The Eeuil- 
lans had agreed, whatever might occur> 
to preferve the moft profound filencc. 
The Jacobins had filled the galleries with 
their fatellites. The Girondifts had pre- 
pared 
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pared a theatrical ftroke, which they ex- 
pected to produce a great efFcft. - Soon^ after 
ten o'clock in the morning they had con- 
trived to introduce the three difgraced mi- 
nifters into the ball, under pretence of their 
rendering an account of the motives of 
their difmiflion ;. and they were accordingly 
received as the victims of ariftocracy, and 
the martyrs of the good caufe. 

Roland had been bale enough tO' read his^ 
letter to the king ; that letter which was to 
have been an eternal fecred between the mo-- 
narcB and bimfeif. This was actually point- 
ing poniards at the br^aft of this unhappy 
prince. Each phrafe of this imprudent 
compofition was accompanied with the 
plaudits of enthufiafm; and, that the defire 
of vengeance might have a wider range, ir 
was decreed that it fhould. be printed, and 
tranfmitted to the eighty-three departments^ 
They fwore to ruin the ambitious minifter, 
who wifhed to re-eftablifh tyranny; and the 
bafe perfidy of Roland paffed for an aft of 
heroifm* 

It was under thefe aufpicfs that Dumou- 
liez entered the hall. In the midft of con- 

Vol. 11. Cc fufcd 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



( 386 ) 

fufed cries and ferocious bowlings, occa- 
fioned by bis prefence, be beard tbe decree 
pronounced, wbich commanded tbe publi- 
cation and tranfmiffion of Roland's letter to 
tbe eigbty-tbree departments. 

As tbe revolution, bowever cruel it has 
fince become, bas not yet intirely fwept 
away tbe numerous fpeftators at tbis very 
indecent fitting, be may affirm, without 
fear of contradi6iion, that the fole emo- 
tion experienced by him was that of in- 
dignation. He coolly demanded leave to 
fpeak, and began by announcing the death 
of general Gouvion. " This brave man 
is happy,'* faid he, " to have died fight- 
ing againft our enemies, and not to have 
been a witnefs of our frightful difcord. I 
envy bis lot — ." This affli6ling intelligence 
proved fomewhat ferviceable, by diverting 
their minds to a new objeft. They de- 
liberated on what manner the aflembly 
ought to teftify its regret to the family of 
the deceafed, and it was decided that the 
prefident (hould addrefs a letter of condo- 
lence to it. 

The roinifter then once more demanded 

leave 
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leave to fpeak: but the moment that he 
had read the title " memorial relative 
to the war department," the Gironde and 
the Jacobins began to howl, on purpofe 
to prevent him from proceeding. But as 
every affembly is curious, more efpecially 
when it is compofed of Frenchmen, the 
noife at length ceafed. 

The exordium to this memorial related 
to the factions, and the refped: due to mi- 
jiifters. Guadet cried out with a voice of 
thunder : " Do you hear him ? he already 
thinks himfelf fo certain of his power that 
he pretends to give us advice V* 

" And why not ?" replied, the minifter, 
at the fame time turning towards the 
mountain. This bold reply aftonifhed even 
the moft furious. He continued to read, 
and was often interrupted by their clamours, 
but at two different places, it* was for- 
gotten that every part of his memorial 
ought to be condemned as deteftable, and 
univerfal applaufe enfued. The Feuillans 
eqjoyed the whole in filence. 

When he had concluded, a member of 

the military committee called Lacuee, af- 
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cended the roftrum to contradict all ^« ca- 
lumnies of the minifter: ou this he pre- 
tended to put his memorial into his pocket, 
as if he had meant to carry it with him. 
The Girondifts perceived it; cme of them, 
exclaimed, that he wiihed to run away 
with his papers, and that it would be proper 
to prevent him, as they would ferve to- 
wards his conviction. He then took the me- 
morial coolly out of his pockety and de-^ 
livered it to one of the doorkeepers, and he 
to a ftcretary, who cried out, " This paper 
is not iigned !" ^^ Let him fign it ! let him 
fign it !" exclaimed they with fury, A pea 
and fome ink was brought to him ; he then 
affixed his fignature to it; on which the 
doorkeeper wanted to take hold of it again^ 
but he made a fign with his hand, rofe with 
great gravity, went and placed the me« 
morial with a very haughty air on the table, 
traverfed the whole length of the hall with a 
flow pace, and went out by the principal 
door, which was immediately below the 
mountain, furveying his enemies at the fame 
time with great fiercenefs. True courage is 
always fure to impofe on the multitude. 

6 There 
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There was not a fmgle hifs, or word. 

or groan, now heard. His departure was 

accompanied with the utmoft filence, and 

the people precipitated themfelves from 

the galleries and corridors of the hall, that 

they might have a nearer view of him. He 

was completely furrounded at the door of 

the Feuillans, but he did not perceive the 

leaft expreflion of anger vifible on a fingle 

countenance. Three or four deputies fallied 

forth after him, prefTed through the crowd, 

and faid with emotion : " They are playing 

the devil within $ they wifli to fend you to 

Orleans." 

** So much the better," replied he in a 
calm tone of voice, " I (hall then be able 
to enjoy the baths and drink whey, and 
alfo have time to repofe myfelf." Thefe 
few words affe^led the people, and feve- 
ral perfons repeated eulogiums on him 
aloud. 

He then entered into the garden of the 
Tailleries with the deputies, and as they 
walked about, he faid to them : " The print- 
ing of this memorial is an errour on the 
C c 3 par? 
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part of my enemies, that will rcftorc the 
confidence of all good citizens to me. At 
prefcrnt, while you are both mad and fooli/h, 
you have extolled to the Ikies an infamous 
piece of treachery committed by Roland.** 

He afterwards went to the caftle, where 
the king applauded his firmnefs, and ap- 
prized him, that it had difconcerted the Gi- 
ronde, and that the aflfembly had pafled to 
the order of the day relative to their mad- 
headed propofitions. The council com- 
menced, and the king then told them plainly, 
that he would confent to give his fan£tion 
to the decree concerning the twenty thour 
fand men, but that he could not think 
of complying with that refpedling the 
priefts. 

The four minifters fpoke to him, the one 
after the other, with a refpeftful bo|dnefs» 
and predidcd his ruin. He replied, that hp 
had made up his mind on this fubjefl-, and 
then read the copy of a letter to the prefi- 
dent. He afterwards fpoke as follows : " I 
will entnift you to-morrow with this letter; 
refleft on it ; one of you muft counterfign 

it, 
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it, and you muft go with it in a body to the 
affembly." Never did Louis ipeak in fo 
imperative a tone before. 

Nothing could have a nearer refemblance 
to the old government, and nothing v^ras 
ever lefs befitting conftitutional minifters, 
refponfible and entrufted with the confi- 
dence of a free nation. Dumouriez coolly 
afked the king, if he had any more com- 
mands for them. *^ No !" replied the 
prince, much embarrafled at the hafly con* 
du6l, which his falie friends had induced 
him to purfue; and he immediately re^ 
tired with an appearance of confufion. 

On the breaking up of the council, the 
minifters reaffembled, and refolved to write 
to the king, to demand a private audience 
on the enfuing morning. They agreed 
that they (hould not enter into any expla- 
nation, all their arguments on this fub- 
je6t having been already exhaijft^d, but 
that they (hould fupplicate hirp for leave to 
retire. 

In the mean time the Jacobins, and the 

Girondifts, as well as Pethion, the mayor of 

Paris, were difplaying the utmoft ai5livity, 

C c 4 by 
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i)y mefdns of their emUTaries, to agitate 
the people in the fuburbs of St. jin^ 
toine. Dumouriez inftantly wrote a note 
to the king to announce this intelligence, 
9vhich was a6tually true, although no com* 
motion then took place, the effefl being 
retarded by the events of the next and fuc- 
ceedingdays. The king lindoubtediy com- 
inunicated this letter to his treacherous 
counfellorsi who perfuaded him that it was 
a falfehood, broached with a view to frighten 
him; perhaps they went fo far as to affirm 
it to be a perfidious plot hatched by the 
minifter himfelf. 

During thcfe three or four days, he no 
longer recognifed a fmgle trace of the miki 
and confiding character of Louis, who re- 
turned him for anfwer : *< Do not think, Sir, 
that I am to be .terrified by menaces ; my 
refolution is fixed/' 

He fighed at this errour, and he wrote 
to the king as follpws : " Sire, you know 
but little of me, if you deem me capable of 
having rccourle to fuch unworthy means. 
My colleagues and myfelf defire that you 
would have the goodnefs to receive us to- 
morrow 
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tnwTOW at ten o'clock in the morning. 1 
bdfeech your majedy to appoint a fucceflbur 
who may be able to replace me, within 
twenty-four hours, on account of the ur- 
gency of bufinefs in the war department, 
and alfo to accept of my refignation.'* He 
entrufted this important note to Bonne- 
Carrere, that he might be certain of receiv- 
ing an anfwer, which arrived at midnight. 
It was as follows : '* I will fee my minifters 
at ten o^clock to*morrow, and we (hall then 
fpeak about the fubje^ of your letter/' 

At the moment when the minifter received 
the firft note from the king, and while he 
wrote another in anfwer to it, there were 
four deputies along with him in his cloiet^ 
viz. Rouille, Lacroix, Herault, and Del«- 
mas, belonging to the Impartialifts, who 
were intirely ignorant of what was pafling, 
and even believed him on extreme good 
terms with his majefty: he read to them 
the billet which he had juft written^ the 
particulars of which being circulated, 
opened the eyes of all the Impartialifts of 
the aflembly, who then began to perceive 
^at the minifter was neither a traitor nor 

an 
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an ambitious man, and this henceforth pre- 
judiced them not a little againft the party 
of the Gironde. He at the fame time took 
occafion to reproach them on account of 
the plaudits which they had lavifhed on 
the perfidious condu6t of Roland, who by 
reading and publifhing his letter^ bafely 
laboured to provoke the aflaffins, and to 
direct their poniards againft the bofom of 
the unfortunate Louis. 

In the courfe of that night he re- 
ceived a vifit of a very different kind. He 
had been acquainted during the fpace of 
thirty years with a man of great talents, 
who was initiated in all the myfteries of the 
Feuillans, and who, under pretence of bu- 
finefs, had obtained fevefal private inter- 
views, during which, as he knew that he 
had quarrelled with the Gironde and his 
three colleagues, he repeatedly endeavoured 
to induce him to join that fadlion s but he 
had always replied in the negative. 

At this laft meeting he threw off the 
mafk, and afiecling to be deeply interefted 
in his fafety, he addreffed him in thefe 
words: ** I no longer come, my friend, to 

make 
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make you propofitions in the name of out 
party. You a^e ruined if you do not threw 
yourfelf into our arms; this is your laft 
refource, and we will fupport you. You 
will be the vi6lim of all parties; if you do 
not confent to-morrow to adt a vigorous 
part, which I know how to turn to your 
advantage." 

" What is this vigorous part ?" faid the 
minifter, at the fame time fmiling. 

" It is to make haftc to counterfign the 
letter with your own hand which the king 
is defirous you fhould prefent to the pre* 
iident, left another anticipate you, and 
acquire all the merit ' of it. In that cafe, 
we will accommodate the difpute be- 
tween you and Lafayette, who is coming 
tp Paris exprefsly for the purpofe of cri- 
minating you. This is the laft advice of a 
fHend." 

" You are atrocious wretches !** faid the 
minifter to him, without difcovering the 
Icaft emotion ; ** but," added he, " you are 
no wifer, after all, than fo many children. 
You miflead the king and the queen, and 
you will at length ruin them j you imagine 

yourfelves 
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yotirfclves the ftrongcr party, and yet yon 
arc only a mere neft of intriguers. You 
may tell all this to your coadjutors, and I 
now adviie you in my turn, — you who 
pretend to a£t the part of a friend^ — ^to 
withdraw yourfeif from a fa^on> that wUl 
never produce any thing but evil/' 

This converfation developed to Dumoa« 
riez the whole conduct of the Feuillans. 
Perceiving that they could not ^nrol the 
miniflter among their parttfans, notwith- 
fianding his difpute with the oppofite party, 
they meditated his ruin by employing decdt 
againft him, and they had unfortunately 
prevailed upon the queen to embark in this 
intrigue, which wa^ ft ill more puerile than 
perfidious. What had been juft told him, 
explained the miftake fallen into by La* 
fayettc; his indecent letter, of which men- 
tion has already been made in the fourth 
chapter of the prefent book, was lefs di- 
rected againft Roland, Clavieres, and Servan^ 
than Dumouriez 3 but it became ^quite mii^ 
timed after their expulfion, and the fervice 
that the minifter had in confequence of it 
rendered to the king. Notwithftanding all 

thisj^ 
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^lus> the general not ooly perfiAedi ia caufioog; 

the letter in quelHon ta be prefented to 

the afiembly, but he himielf came to Pam 

exprefsly far the purpofe of impeaching 

Damouriez. It is tbefefore dear, that this 

very fa(^ion had at firft deemed the king- 

and qaeen in order to induce them to de- 

cebre Dumouriez, and having now ran him 

down, they were eager to make him either 

thar vidim or their flave. He fighed at 

this ill-concerted piece of atrocity, which 

indeed only lightened his mind of a grievous 

burden, while, on the other hand, the whole 

danger attached to the royal family; 

On the 15th, at ten o'clock in the morn- 
ing, all the minifters waited on the king» 
who received them in bis clofeL Duranton 
opened the council, and obferved with great 
sefpe<Et, and ev^i with tendemeis, that they 
came with all imaginable regret on pur** 
poie to give in their relignation, becaufe it 
Was impoffible, in oppofition to their opi- 
nion and their confcience, as well as to his 
intereft, to counterfign the letter to the pre** 
fident. As he was about to mention the 
danger of refponfibility, Lacoile interrupted 

him. 
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him» and in a warm tone of voice faid: 
•• It is not our refponfibility which pre- 
vents us, fire, but your own danger ; and 
wc conjure you to put a period to it," 

The king was much agitated. He turned 
towards Dumouriez, and faid to him : '* Do 
you itill entertain the fame fentiments as 
thofe mentioned in the letter you fent me 
laft night ?'' 

" Yes, fire, if your majefty will not per- 
mit yourfelf to be convinced by our fidelity, 
and attachment/' 

" Very well," replied the king with a 
very melancholy air, " fmce you are deter- 
mined, I will accept of your refignation ; I 
muft apply elfewhere." 

Morgues then prefented him a paper, 
obferving at the fame time, " Sire, here is 
mine, 1 deliver it with much regret." The 
king took it. The two others had not 
brought theirs in writing, but they gave 
them verbally. 

On leaving the clofet, he was accofled by 
the duke de Nivernois, Laporte, and Sep- 
teuil, who were thrown into a ftate of con- 
fternation when he told them what had 

occurred. 
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occurred. Romainvilliers, who commanded 
the national guard, came to receive his 
orders, on account of the new commotions 
in the fuburbs. 

" Go and receive the king's commands, 
and lofe no time ; I am no longer in office ; 
his majefty has this moment accepted of my 
rcfignation/' This intelligence appeared to 
throw an air of melancholy over every face 
in the caftle. He himfelf was deeply af- 
fefted; not to quit a dangerous place, 
which during three months had rendered 
his exiflence miferable, but to fee all his 
labours loft, and the king delivered over to 
the fury of his moft cruel enemies, by the 
criminal indifcretion of his falfe friends. 
He waited at home during the whole day 
for the appearance of his two fucceflburs, 
for although Naillac had been nominated, 
and was on his journey home (he arrived 
three days afterwards), he was well con-, 
vinced that he would be pafTed over, as the 
vi^orious faflion would form a council 
compofed entirely of Feuillants, whence 
Naillac would be excluded. 

On the evening of the 15th he wrote a 

fccond 
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fecond note to the king, to inform him^ 
that in ib critical a fituation as the prefent^ 
it was not prudent to leave the war depart- 
ment vacant, on account of the neceffary 
communications with the national guard of 
Paris ; — ^he did not receive any anfwer. The 
next day, which was the i6th, pafled in the 
fame manner^ he however ftill figned fome 
difpatches which were abfolutely necefliuy 
for the two departments with which he 
bad been entrufted, notwithstanding his ex- 
treme impatience to be gone. All the in- 
habitants of Paris, and the members of the 
aflembly, by this time knew that he had re- 
figned, and they were perhaps aftonifl)ed 
that he did not go, like Roland, and baiely 
explain the motives that induced him to 
retire. 

During thefe two days he had not any 
direct communication with the caflle, but 
he forewarned the queen of her danger, by 
means of a lady to whom fhe was greatly 
attached, and caufed her to be advifed to 
prevail upon her auguft hufband to fan£tioH 
the two decrees ; an advice, with which felf- 
intereft was not in the remoteft degree con- 

ne£led» 
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defied, as his reiignation had been already 
delivered in, and accepted. He has firice 
learned, that this much deceived princefs was 
greatly difpleafed at this ftep. At length, on- 
the morning of the 17th, Chambonas made 
his appearance, and to him he delivered up 
the papers relative to foreign affairs, La- 
jarre received thofc appertaining to the war 
department. He then retired to the houfe 
'of the baron de Schomberg, his nephew. 

The new council was compofed of Du- 
ranton and Lacofte, both of whom were 
forced by the king to remain In place, be- 
caufe the courtiers had reckoned that this 
would have an appearance of impartiality, 
and perhaps be the means of treating anew 
with the Gironde, by means of Duranton, 
who had been nominated entirely through 
their influence. They abufed the good 
nature of this ihan fo far as to make 
him counterfign the veto^ and prefent it 
to the aflembly. He was near being the 
vidlim of this conduft; and he was ex- 
tremely happy, three days after having 
been guilty of fuch a weaknefs, to obtain 
his difmiflion, and procure leave to return 

YoL. II. D d • and 
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and conceal his difgrace in the place o£ ^itf 
nativity. 

As to Lacofte, he remained in place con-* 
trary to his own inclinations, demanding a 
fucccffour daily, which was not very eafy 
to be found. He was involved in the ca* 
taftrophe of the following loth of Auguft. 
His colleagues betook themfelves to flight; 
but he, who had not any thing to reproach 
his confcience with, did not endeavour to 
conceal himielf ;^he remained at his pod, 
was fent to prifon, and afterwards tried. 

Chambonas was now minifter for fo- 
reign affairs; he was zn amiable man^ 
but did not poffcfs any knowledge of the 
bulinefs of this department. Lajarrc was 
the minifter at war ; lie had been one of 
Lafayette's ftafF, when he was commandant 
of Paris. Terrier de Moncicl, a famous^ 
Feuillant, and a man of wit, was placed at 
the head of the home department, and Joly, 
belonging to the fame faftion, was made 
minifter of the finance. 

This adminiftration commenced its career 
under very finifter aufpices; on the 17th. of 
June, five days afterwards, it witneffed the 

infults 
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inifuits ifafreEied by the kiiig in his ovftn 
ftpartment^ Thef.hopc.of vengeance, and 
the engageaieots entered into by La-* 
fayetfe^ induced it to rUn into ra(h and 
culpable meafur^Sj which ptx)ved the rilin of 
Louis XVI oil the iQth of Auguft* It 
JTooh began to eicperience- fome changes* 
A young min tailed d'Abancpurt, had Aig« 
tecded Lajarre. Dumourie2| being then 
with the armyi and iiot:havitig kept up 
any correfpondeace with Parisj does not re*- 
tollefi: the p^rfon who was nominated in 
the roohi of Durantoh. 

He now wrote once more to the king, to 
requeft an audience for the morning of thei 
ieighth^ on purpofe to clofe his accounts re^ 
lative to the fecrct expcnfes of the foreign 
department. This laft interview having 
been granted him, he went to the caftlc. 
Irhe moment he was feen there^ it was 
fuppofed that he was about to re-entei' 
into office, and feveral perfons furrounded , 
on purpofe to compliment him on the oc^ 
cafiori. 

The king received him in his clofet. This 

prince had refumed his ufual appearance^ 

D d 2 Dumouriez 
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Damoiiriez was greatly affeftcd. He pte^ 
fen ted his accounts for the lail fortnight $ 
for, very different in this refpeft from his 
predeceflbursy he had prevailed upon the 
king to fettle this bufinefs at the end of 
every fourteen dayts. He brought him one 
lift, Containing only the fums and the 
dates when they were paid^ but vtdthout 
any fpecificatioo of perfbns: it was this 
which was fent to the diplomatic committee. 
But he at the fame time prefentod another, 
containing all the particulars, and a bundle 
of receipts. This prince examined them 
with great precifion, and as foon as he had 
figned the firft lift, the minifter and he 
burnt the explanatory one and the receipts. 
They were very fcrupulous in this refped. 
Formerly the king retained the explanatory 
lift, but Dumouriez, who diftrufted all the 
perforts that furrounded this prince, had 
infilled on the liipprcflion with fo much 
warmth, that Louis, partly out ofpolitenefs, 
and partly that none might be injured, at 
length confented. 

When this bufinefs was concluded, he 
delivered to him fix iheets of paper con- 
taining 
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taining the accounts during the three tnonths 
he had prefided at the foreign departments 
he at the fame time left him a general ftate-* 
ment figned by himfelf, and another con^ 
taining the amount of the funds of his 
office, which he left very rich. The king, 
after evincing much fatisfaftion relative to 
the exadlnefs of his accounts, addrelied him 
as follows. 

^* You are then about to join the army 
under Luckner r*' 

" Yes, fire, I am enchanted at leaving 
this frightful city. I have but one thing tQ 
regret, and that is, you are in danger/* 

" Yes, certainly !"— faid Louis, fighing 3% 
the fame time, 

" WeU, fire, you can now no longer ima-» 
gine, that I fpeak from any interefted mq^ 
live ; removed from your council^ I ihal) 
jio longer approach your perfon-; it ia 
therefore from fidelity, it is from the pureft 
attachment, that I dare once more, and that 
for the laft time, fupplicate you, out of love 
to your country, out of regard for your 
own fafety, and that of your crown, in the 
isame of your aiiguft confort, and of your 
D d 3 intereftin^ 
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uit^reftlng chiWrcn, not to perfift in your 
fatal refolution of applying your veto ta 
the two decrees. This obftinacy will not 
be in the lead beneficial, and \yill alTuredly 
prdyc your ruin/'- 

" Do not fpeak any more to mc on thi? 
fobjeft, my refolution is fixed — ." 
* **^ Ah,- fi^e, you told me the fame things 
when in this very apartment, and in pre-y 
fence of the queen, you pledged your word 
to me that ypu would fandlion them/* 
- ^^ I was in the wrong, and I repent of my 
^ondih^t.'* 

" Sire, I (hall never fee you again ; par-. 
don therefore my franknefs, for I am fifty- 
three years old, and I poflefs experience. It 
was not then you were in the wrong, but 
at prefent. Your confcience has bfeen mif- 
led relative to the decree concerning the 
priefls : they are leading you into a civil 
war; you are deftitute of forces, you 
mufl- therefore fuccumb, and while hiftory 
pities, it will at the fame time blame you, 
for having occafioned the misfortunes of 
France in confequence of ill-timed fcruples. 
You know how mu?h ridicule this very 

circumilance 
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«:5r€umftance has thrown on the memory 

of James II. 1 ftill more dread the danger 

you are expofed to by your friends, than 

^^hat you are likely to endure from your 

enemies.** 

The king was at this moment feated near 
the table where he had been figning the 
accounts. Dumouriez was flanjllng by hi$ 
iide with his hands joined. Louis placed 
his hand on that of Dumouriez, and faid to 
hinj with a very melancholy air : " God i$ 
my witnefs, that I wi(h only for the happi- 
ncfs of France.'^ 

" I doubt it not, fire,'* rejoined he witlj 
tears in bis eyes, ^nd penetrated at the fam^ 
time wifh the moft lively fenfibility, *^ but 
you owe an account to God, not only of 
the purity, but alfo of the enlightened em- 
ployment of your intentions. You think 
that you will fave religion; you will, on the 
contrary, deftroy it. The priefts will be 
malTacred, ind your crown will he fnatched 
from you. Perhaps, you yourfelf, your 

confort, your children! ,'• 

With this, he applied his lips to the hand of 
P d 4 Louis^ 
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Louis, wjio on his fide (hed tears. A pro^ 
found filence of a few feconds enfued. 

The king fqueezed his hand. 

" Sire, if the French nation knew you 
but as well as I do^ all our ills would foon 
be at an end. You defire the happinefs of 
France 5 to obtain this, it is neceflary that 
you fliould make a facrifice of your own 
fcruples. They, who dircdl your conduA» 
are blinded by their own intereft ill undcr- 
flood, and by the fpirit of fadion, v^ich 
mifleads every body during the period of a 
revolution. You have facrificed yourfclf to 
the nation, ever fmce 1789 5 continue your 
career, and the commotions will ceafe, the 
conftitution will be completed, the French 
will refume their original charafter, the 
reft of your reign will be happy, and its 
{lability will be founded on fixed and cer- 
tain laws. Had there been a conftitution 
before your time, you would never have ex- 
perienced the crowd of ills that now afTaib 
you. You are ftill the arbiter of your own 
fate ; your foul is pure ; confide in a man 
exempt from factions and prejudices, in one 
word, who has al\yays told you the truth." 

tl I expert 
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^* I expe6l death," replied the king, for- 
rowfully, ^^ and I pardon them beforehand; 
I am indebted to you for your fenfibility, 
you have ferved me faithfully, I efteem you, 
and if happier days fliould ever arrive, I will 
afford you proofs of ray regard." 

He then arofe with precipitation, and 
went and placed himfelf at a window at the 
other end of the apartment. Dumouriez 
flowly coUcfted his papers, that he might 
have time to compofe his countenance and 
prevent the courtiers from obferving his 
melancholy as he retired, for this long con- 
ference had undoubtedly excited their cu- 
riofity. The. king, who heard him open 
the door, made feme fteps in order to ap- 
proach him, and then faid to him very 
a&6lionately : ^* Adieu ; I wifh you all nan« 
ner of happinefs !'* 

This laft interview has always remained 
profoundly engraven on the mind of Du- 
mouriez. Affuredly it muft alfo have often 
recurred to the memory of this unfortunate 
monarch, during his imprifoqment, and at 
the naoment of his death. 
He met his friend Laporte as he went 

out. 
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out> whom he alio now faw for the laf( 
time; they fliut themfelves up together iij 
an apartment, and he recounted to him th« 
particulars of this afFe£ling fcene. Laporte 
then faid to him : " You advifed me to de- 
mand leave to retire; I intended to do ib^ 
but I have fince changed my opinion ; my 
mafter is in danger, and I will (hare hi< 
fate." 

" If I myfelf were attached as you are 
to the perfonal fervice of his majefty,'' re^ 
plied his friend, " I ihould think and a6| 
as you do j I efteem your afFe£lionate de- 
votion, and I love you the more for it; each 
of us is faithful ; although in a different 
manner, yoi) to Louis, and I to the king 
of the French 5 may we both fome day fe- 
licitate him on bis happinefs T' They now 
embraced for the laft time, with tears. 

After this he went home, and did not re* 
turn any more either to the caftle or the 
aflembly, or to any other place where it 
was poffible for him to meet with the dci^ 
puties of any of the fadtions, the minifters, 
or the courtiers. Living during nine day^ 
in the bofom of friendship, with his nephew 
3 and 
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and niec6| in a diflant part of the city, fre^ 
quenting only folitary walks in company, 
with a few friends, and entirely occupied 
^bout official accounts, he learned on th^ 
2ifl: with the utmoft grief, that the king 
had been infultedi he could not be of any 
fervice to him, he therelFore (hut hinifelf up 
at home^ but Lacofle came ^nd communis* 
cated the particulars. The noble tran* 
quillity of the prince^ and the majeilic 
courage difplaycd by the queen and ma^ 
dame Elijsabeth, renewed all his .fenfibility# 
The faithful Lacofte exhibited the utmoft 
courage on this occafion, and always re^ 
mained clofe to the king. He told Du- 
mourie? that at the laft council, while con* 
verfing about a difpatch, this prince had 
made an eulogium upon him, and he, in re*- 
turn, now begged his former colleague to 
affure his majefty of his refpefl and af- 
feftion. 

On the 17th and 18th he had it In his 
power to be revenged on Lafayette, if his 
mind had been fufceptible of crime and 
of cruelty. This general had come to 
Palis, and'prefen^cd himfelf before the na- 
tional 
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tional aflembly under the imprudent pre- 
text of being the deputy of his army, whofib 
iignatures affixed to a petition he had brought 
along with him, on purpofe to attack the late 
adminiftration and the Jacobins, whom he al- 
ways abfurdly affected to confound togc^ 
ther. His fadlion was now triumphant in 
confequence of the difmiffion of Dumou- 
riez, and the choice of four new miniftcrs, 
who were devoted to himfelf. 

A party of national guards had been 
tampered with beforehand, and he was efr 
corted' by them to the affemblyj he was 
very well received there, although the ma- 
jority difapproved of his proceedings. The 
Jacobins were affrighted at the idea of his 
triumph; they wi(hed to oppofe another 
leader to him, and, notwithflanding their 
animofity againft Dumouriez, fuppofing 
from his voluntary retreat that he mull 
have afted hoheftly, they ferretted out the 
place of his refidence, and fent two depu- 
ties to him, who waited upon and folicited 
him to repair to the club* 

" If you will but appear there this 
night," faid they, *' ypu fha,U certainly be 
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revenged. We are all ready j the dilator 
bds a guard of a hundred men who fur- 
round his houfe, but we (hall march 
there, and as. we are fure of having the , 
people on our fide, he fhall moft certainly 
perifli." 

He fhuddered at this propofition. He 
told them in reply, that his private intereft 
was entirely out of the queftion j that he 
would never call in any one' to his aflift- 
ance when he wifhed to revenge himfelfi 
and that this motive alone was fufficient to 
prevent him from appearing in their hall ; 
that he was entirely occupied in preparing 
his accounts, that he might immediately re- 
turn to the army, and that it was there he 
would exercife a vengeance worthy of his 
patriotifm, by challenging Lafayette to meet 
the enemy, in imitation of Caefar's two 
centurions Pulfio and Varenus. 

It was thus that he got rid of them; 
and that he prevented a mafTacre, which 
would have enfued, foe the two parties 
were at that time very confiderable, and ex- 
ceedingly incenfed againft each other. Not- 
withftanding this, thofe attached to the 

king 
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kingmuft havd been overwhelmed, as ac^ 
tually occurred three days afterwards^ in 
tonfequenee of the cowardice of his ad^ 
heretots during the infults of the aift of 
June. In truth, Lafayette had then taken 
his departure. 

If the fame feiltiments, which influenced 
Duitiouriez on that occaiion, prevented thi4 
general from profiting by his triumph, he 
is truly eilimable^ and this is indeed likely, 
on account of the acknowledged fraiiknefi 
and mildnefs of his chara6ler. But having 
gone all the way to Paris, and made him- 
felf certain of the aiEftance of more than 
half the national guard, it is aftonifhing 
that he (hould have contented himfelf with 
a vain parade, which became an ad of im- 
prudence, and proved the complete ruin 
of his faflion. He was from that time con^ 
fidered as mor^ vain than ambitious. 

Scarcely had he fet out on his return, 
when the aflembly cenfurcd his conduft, 
and deemed it exceedingly reprehenfibie. It 
was (b in fa<ft. An army can never he 
converted into a deliberative body ; and the 
general, who charges himfelf with the office 
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df being its deputy, renders bimfelf highl/ 
culpable* After ading fuch a part as this^ 
he aught to have taken advantage of the 
aftonifhment produced by it. 

A decree was now enacted preventing a 
general from leaving his am»y in future 
without obtaining permiflion, and Marat 
has fince endeavoured to pervert this de- 
cree, ^fo as to afFcft general Dumouriez, 
who on his return from Champagne, during 
the march of his army towards the Low 
Countries, had repaired to Paris, after having 
fent notice of his intentions to the adminif- 
tration, and this too, folely with the inten- 
tion of fpcnding four days in order to ar- 
range with them the necefTary di^oiitions 
for the campaign. 

- No minifter could leave Paris before he 
had delivered in his accounts, and been au^^ 
thorifed to do fo by means of anexprefsdecree. 
Dumouriez had occupied two departments, 
but having been minifter at war only for 
three daysf, and having taken care not to 
affix his name to any paper which might 
render him refponlible, he in reality had 
not any accounts to deliver in but what 
related to foreign affairs. 

On 
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Oh the 2 2d he wrote to theprefident of the 
aflembly, and tranfmitted a ftatement of* the 
expenfes of the foreign department, inform- 
ing him at the fame time that none had oc- 
curred during the three days he had been at 
the head of the w^r department, becaufe he 
had not iflued any money, excepting fuch 
as his predecefTour was accountable for ; he 
at the fame time announced, that he wifhed 
for a decree as foon as poifible, which might 
reilore him to his military funftions^ and 
that he only waited for it, to fet off in 
order to gain marftial Luckner's army. 
The very next day the chairman of the 
diplomatic committee delivered in a report 
relative to the accounts of the ex-miniftcr, 
and having flated them to be conformable 
to the regulations, a decree was accordingly 
pafled on the 24th, and he departed on the 
26th. 

Thefc accounts were very exad and very 
Ihort; they confifted of three parts, and 
were drawn up on three feparate fheets of 
paper. The firft contained the oftenfible 
details of the three months of his adminif- 
tration : it was accompanied by vouchers 
and receipts. The economical reforms made 
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by hina, were at the fame time mentioned, 
which left a confiderable fum in hand, 
without afFedting the current expencesj 
this was verified by the fignaturc of his 
Ihcceflbur Chambonas. The fecond con- 
fifted of a certificate figned by the king, 
pf the fccret expences of two hundred and 
fifty thoufand Hvres a month, always al- 
lowed to the department of foreign affairs ; 
there remained out of the kven hundred and 
fifty thoufand livres for the three months 
nearly three hundred thoufand; therefore 
the current fecret expences did not amount 
to more than four hundred and fifty, 
or five hundred thoufand livres s and not- 
withftanding this, many improper payments 
had taken place, during the firft month, in 
confequence of the mere written orders of 
his predecefTours. All the arrears of the fe- 
cret penfions allowed to foreigners, and 
fome expences liquidated in confequence of 
the verbal orders of the king, are alfo to be 
included. The third confifted fimply of the 
fecret expences which were paid out of the 
famous fix millions. The fum total of 
thefe was four hundred and fifty thoufand 
Vol. II. E e livres; 
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livrcs; there accordingly remained with 
Amelot five millions five hundred and fifty 
thoufand livres. 

The furprife of the aflembly was extreme. 
It had been affcrted in private converfation, 
and in print, that Dumouriez had certainly 
purloined thefe fix millions; becaufe he 
would not entruft them to his treafiirer 
Bidermanns and it was always imagined, 
that he kept them at home, as he had never 
mentioned their being left in the national 
treafiary. The deputies belonging to all 
the different parties went themfelves to 
verify the fadt by means of Amelot. The 
Jacobins alfo fent their emiflaries thither, 
and then all the world tendered juftice to 
the difintereftednefs and economy of the cx- 
minifter. 

Briffot was the reporter of the diplomatic 
committee ; it was therefore likely that the 
accounts were very regular, elfe he would 
not have forgotten to find fault with them. 
He was connedled with Bidermahn and 
Clavieresj and their rivals had pubHfiied 
pamphlets, in which they were accufed of 
having become the minifter's enemies, merely 

becaufe 
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becaufe he would not deliver the fix millions 
into their hands, that they might employ them 
in ftock-jobbing, and in purchafing thirteen 
thoufand (hares of the Eaft India company's 
actions. BrKTot had challenged the minifier 
to difavow this calumny ; biit he had not 
deigned to return him any anfwer. The 
vindidive Briflbt would accordingly have 
been happy to have difcovered any errour 
in his accounts ; but, on the contrary, he was 
forced to declare them exaft* 

Thofe very Jacobins, who were then 
juft, have fince given credit to the horrible 
calumny of Hafienfratz, who accufed Du- 
mouriez of having robbed the public of 
twelve hundred thoufand livres in confe- 
quence of the confrafts made in the Low 
Countries, and alfo of having gotten 
poffeffion of the Antwerp loan : an abfurd 
charge, for it was neceffary on this occafion 
that he fliould have a great number of ac- 
complices, whereas in refpeft to the fix 
millions, he might have pocketed two or 
three without the knowledge of any perfon, 
iand even without being obliged to render 
E e a any 
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any account whatever, of the manner in 
tvhich they were employed. 

The French did him juftice at the period 
when he refigned his place in the adminif- ^ 
tration. They have been unjuft fince> bc- 
caufe the crimes committed by them during 
the interval have rendered them atrocious. 
He is far nowever from wiftiing to con- 
found the whol6 nation in this fevere judg- 
ment. All the worthy people of France, 
and they are ftill the greater number, al- 
though the time is not yet come for them 
tcr declare themfelves> have always done 
juftice to him, as he has done to them. 

When the reign of anarchy, and the 
triumph of villains (hall have pailed away, 
they will then read thefe memoirs; and 
the whole nation, which cannot entertain 
any manner of doubt refpefling the fafts 
that have fo recently occurred before its 
own eyes, will recognize the real patriotifm 
of General Dumouriez, his difinterefted- 
nefs, his attachment to the conftitution, 
and confequently to the conftitutional king, 
and the feivices, both political and military, 

which 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



(421 ) 

which he has rendered to his native coun- 
try. They will then no longer blame his 
conduft; even thofe, who inftigated the 
barbarous decree of profcription againft him 
will blulh. If he be then of an age at 
which he can prove ufeful to his country, 
he will devote himfelf anew to her fervices ; 
if he be dead, his wifhes will have antici- 
pated this moral tevolution, which he can 
now with confidence prediifl:; becaufe it 
will infallibly occur, and will be pro- 
duced by the excefs of evils, and the im- 
poffibility of fuftaining liberty by means 
of an abfurd government, founded on bar- 
barity, terrour, and the fubverfion of all the 
principles neceffary for the maintenance of 
human ibcieties. 

He fet out from Paris for the army, ftill 
poorer than at his entrance into office, after 
having had the difpofal of feveral millions, 
during three months. He left the king 
under the direftion of perfidious counfellorsj 
the afl^embly torn in pieces by means of fac- 
tions ready to come to blows 3 the capital re- 
plete with difcord, preparing for a civil war, 
filled with banditti from all the provinces, 
E e 3 under 
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under the name of federates, and of affaflins, 
whom the court wiftied to oppofe to thern^ 
and on whom the jpeople conferred the odious 
appellation of " knights of the poniard." 

He there left confternation, diftruft, and 
hatred, which were difcoverable even amidft 
the frivolity of the unhappy Parifians. He 
toniidered the arniy as the fole afylum 
where an honeft man could flill remain in 
fecurity. Death at leaft prefented itfelf 
there under the attr^ftive afpefl pf glory, 
and was not accompanied with the horrou? 
of the guillotine, aflfaflination, and the bar-p 
barous fury of a f^nguinary populate. This, 
which is but too faithful adefcription of a 
fornier period, is a pi6lure of Albano, in 
comparifon with the hell of Michael Angelo^ 
which the pref^nt times exhibit to us* 
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CHAP. X. 

ReJleStions. 



Such were the principal events of the 
minifterial life of Dumouriez; they have 
jmprefled on his mind a degree of antipathy 
to this kind of pubhc employment, which he 
thinks he fhall retain during the remainder 
of his life. It is necelTary^ that a man 
ihoqld either, poflefs an exalted patriotifm, 
or an infatiable ambition, to afpire to fuch 
tempeftuous fituations, furrounded as they 
are with fnares and calumnies. It is but 
too readily difcovered, that mankind fcarcely 
deferve the pains that are taken to govern 
them. 

Dumouriez fometimes laughs fardonically 
\xi his retreat, at the manner in which his 
condu6l has been decried. When he en- 
tered ihto adminiftration, the courtiers faid, 
E c 4 and 
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and publifhed every where, that he was a 
mere military adventurer, incapable of di- 
re6ling political affairs, in which he would 
only commit blunders. When he was at 
the head of an army, they affirmed to the 
PrufTians and the Imperialifts, that he was 
a man of letters, ' who had never feen fcr- 
vice, and that he did not underftand any 
thing of military affairs. 

Since he has retired from public employ- 
ments with reputation, they have aflerted, 
that until the revolution he was an in- 
triguing adventurer, a fpy employed by the 
minifters, and a mere fweeper of their offices. 
The particulars of his life have been detailed 
in the firft two books, and alfo the means by 
which he arrived at the fame rank at the fame 
age with themfelves. Would to God, they 
had employed their youth in (imilar pur- 
fuits ! They would not then have com- 
menced the revolution like fo many factious 
men, they would have condudled it with 
fagacity, they would have preferved the 
efteem of the nation, and they would not 
have been the firft authors of the king's death, 
either by betraying or abandoning him. 

During 
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During the ttirec months of his adminif. 
tration, Dumouriez endeavoured to efFedt 
a recondliation between the conftituiion 
and the king, the nation and Louis XVI. 
It fo happened however, that he was not 
only aided by no one, 1)Ut that the different 
parties declared againft him, at firft one 
after the other, and then all at once. Aa 
univerfal delirium took place throughout 
France.' All the opinions of all the fao- 
tiohs became exaggerated. Some attached 
themfelves to the king as to a God^ and 
deemed every excefs lawful, that might re- 
cftablifh the idol of defpotifm. The fana- 
ticifm of thefe excited another criminal 
f anaticilin, that of the Jacobins, who avowed 
a deadly enmity to all kings, and who from 
the dread of having any, have given them- 
fclvcs vile tyrants. 

Between thefe two extremes a band of 
jogues, mont or lefs hardy, have endeavoured 
to gain confequence by changing parties, 
and fluttering about on the wings of thefe 
fbolifli faftions. Thefe ephemeral Parifian 
heroes mutually extol and crufti each other. 
Liberty was the word, at the found of 

which 
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which they rallied : in the opinion of the 
people, this fignified licenfe. The rogues 
of the fccond order, who wiftied to occupy 
the places of the firft, then raifed the war- 
whoop of equality. The populace had its 
villains alfo, who calculated that this equality 
would elevate them above the commercial 
ariftocracy. The Jacobins, who began to 
think it was their turn to govern, cried 
out for a republic, and this produced 
anarchy. 

It is impo0ible to make the nation afcend 
though that fcale of reafon, which it has 
dcfcended with the rapidity of a m^fs that 
rolls from the. top of a mountain over 
a precipice. The ferpent recoils upon it- 
felf. Its tail, which is anarchy y re-enters into 
its mouth, which is defpotijm. Such is the 
vicious circle of bad inftitutions. It is thus 
that extremes meet, and that, contraries 
cure themfelves by meqns of contraries. 

There is one great truth, which the ex-? 
perience of the ,misfortunes and the crimes 
of France ought deeply to engrave on the 
minds of all nations, and this is, that there 
are certain cxifting rights, of which, out of 
3 ^ regard 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



( 4^7 ) 
regard to their own happinefs, they ought 
never to make ufej that, for example, of 
^na6ling laws, and that of employing force 
againft laws already made. Nations cannot 
be too enlightened in refpedt to the firft of 
thcfe rights: but they will then perceive 
that they ought to delegate it to a very 
fmall number of very fagacious and expeii-. 
enced perfons, whenever they are obliged 
to have recourfe to it. If Lycurgus, Solon, 
Minos, Numa, or Confucius, had laboured 
in company with a numerous national af- 
fembly, they would never have achieved a 
code of laws -, it would have been the fame 
with Frederic the great, and Catharine IL 

By means of pilfering from the ancients 
and the rpoderns, the conftituent affembly 
had neverthelefs found means, in the midft 
pf the tempefts which prevailed within its 
bofom, to form a grand and beautiful work, 
the conjiitution. But it was a ftatue of gold 
placed on a pedeftal of clay. The nation 
did not wifh to complete it. The king, or 
father thofe who furrounded him, endea- 
ypured to fap it bafis: and the conftitu- 
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tional party themfclves, out of hatred to 
the fucceeding legiflature, employed the 
chiflel and the mallet for no other purpofe 
than to mutilate it. 

Foreign powers alfo interfered. The court 
of France cried out to the other courts of 
Europe : " You will be all ruined, if the 
French conftitution be fufFered to cxift!". 
Unfortunately this was believed. 

The French people then, in their turn, 
exclaimed to all other nations: ** Rife in a 
mafs, and join us!" The Jacobins have 
gone ftill further ; abufing every thing, they 
have deftroyed eyery thing, — conftitution, 
laws, gnd religion. It is fmce that period 
only that they have ceafed to be dangerous, 
for it is impoffible for a fingle nation on 
earth, not to hold them in abhorrence. 

The conftitution would not have rendered 
the French dangerous; on the contrary, 
being founded on a pure morality, and 
wife principles, it would have guarrantied 
the neighbouring nations from that reftlefs. 
ambition, which has caufed their blood to 
flow fo often. They will return to it fr6m 
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neceffity, after having exhaufted all the 
horrours of anarchy, and perhaps all the 
crimes of defpotifm. 

It is however doubtful whether the latter 
will eftablifh itfelf in France, becaufe the 
people have made an ill ufe of it, as well as 
of liberty. If it enter into France at the 
head of foreign armies, it will not be able 
to fix itfelf there, and the laffitude of dan- 
gers and of crimes will give place to reafon j 
not to that guillotine kind of reafon which 
they have fubftituted in the place of the 
ancient worftiip: this will alfo be annihi- 
lated after immolating its authors." 

During his adminiftration Dumouriez 
fighed at the exceffes then committed. 
Thefe exceffes were mere trifles in com- 
parifon to thofe that have followed; and 
every three months they have increafed in 
fuch a manner, as to become at length mon* 
ftrous crimes* It is at this period, that 
their progrefs (hould be retrograde, in order 
to ceafe entirely. 

The campaign of 17941 which is now 
about to open, ought to decide this crifts. 
In the month of June or July, at the lateft, 
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the fate of France will be determined. Thd 
departments demand peace ; they feel theiif 
calamities. The convention and the Jaco* 
bins cry out for war, becaufc they are con- 
fcious of their own danger; They ought to 
exclaim : " War or death !" The day that 
peace takes place will be the fignal for tho 
cefiation of their reign, tinlefs this peace 
ihould be the price of their vidlorieS, and of 
the humiliation of all Europe, which is not 
probable. 

The allies and the Jacobins equally wifli 
for a battle; it will be bloody and decifive^ 
If the anarchifts fhould lofe it, the depart-* 
ments will deftroy both the convention and 
the Jacobins. Paris, which has afforded an 
example of blindnefs, will alfo afford an 
example of returning reafon. The mon- 
fters will flee, and will not find any retreat 
on that earth which they have fuUied with 
their atrocious crimes. In all probability 
the Jacobins will not be able to furvivc 
the firft check received by the nation, and 
the advance of the vi6lorious armies to- 
wards the borders of the Seine. It is then 
that good men will once more raife their 
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heads, that the nation will refunie its cha- 
ra£ler, and that all the people of Europe 
may hope for peace. 

May that happy epoch quickly reftore 
wiidom and humanity, which feem to be 
baniftied from a war of a new kind, and of 
which the annals of the world, although 
amply ftored with follies and with cruelties, 
cannot furnifti a fimilar example. 

But how many families will remain mi- 
ferable in the midft of general felicity ! It 
is only the next generation that will begin 
to enjoy it; the prefent is condemned to 
forrow* and want of the comforts of lyfe^ 

All the inhabitants of France, to what- 
ever fa6lions they may appertain, and whe- 
ther they be Moderates^ or Impartiali/ls^ 
whatever are their ages, their fexes, or their 
conditions, are the viftims of this hideous 
revolution. Thofe whom it has already 
cut off are perhaps the leaft to be lamented. 
Thofe who have ailed any great part on the 
fcene have led a life of mifery. The moft 
reafonable have been calumniated; neither 
virtue, nor principle, have guarrantied any 
perfon. 

To 
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To wifh to be wife in the midft of fools^ 
is ftill more ridiculoiis than to wifh to be a 
fool in the midft of wife men* This how- 
ever is what has adlually occurred to fbme^ 
who, direfted by that goodnefs which pro- 
ceeds from principle, have had the chimeric 
cal prefumption to think they fhould be 
able to put a ftop to the impetuous paflions 
of their fellow citizens : it was thus that 
Dumouriez left adminiftration^ hated by all 
the faftions, becaufe they were fa6lions, and 
that he had remained impartial* He does 
not reproach himfelf on account of his con- 
duft, but he regrets the ftiare which he had, 
in fpite of himfelf, in public affairs. It is 
necefTary for him, that he fhould be tried by 
his contemporaries, becaufe the fafts are 
recent. Hia intentions may be disfigured, 
but fa6ls cannot be altered, and they will 
get the better of calumny. 

He hopes that when the French perufe 
thefe memoirs, which were terminated on 
the loth of February 1794, they will have 
recovered from their delirium, that they 
will acknowledge, to whatever faftion they 
may happen to belong, that his pen, his 
7 hearty 
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heart, his head, and his fw6rd, have all been 
ufeful to his country during this terrible 
criiis ; that he has ferved it as far as he 
was able without being criminal; that it 
was the villainy of Marat and the other 
a(la0ins of Louis which forced him to leave 
it; that his infurredlion was meditated only 
againft monfterss and that the moment he 
perceived, that it might be perverted to the 
profit, tend to ferve the ambition of fo- 
reigners, or become detrimental to his na- 
tive country, he inftantly threw down his 
arms, refolved not to ferve againft her, al- 
though he had been calumniated and pro- 
fcribed, and a price fet upon his head. He' 
hopes every thing from time and the fchool 
of adverfity, in favour of a nation worthy 
of a better fate. Its crimes will be effaced, 
and it will not only refume its virtues, 
but acquire new ones, which have always 
hitherto been wantipg: moderation and 
prudence^ 
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